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0 [5 we are fond of : It ſeems an 


3 + Addition to our own Happineſs, 
us can gain other's to patake . 
of it, and ſhare with us in the Treaſures, 


lich we fancy we have diſcovered. 


. 


3 think this is . the Motice of Publi bing 
the aeg Tranſlations, whereof the 
Originals were wrote indeed by Perſons not 
of. our Communion : but when there was a. 
Famine iu Samaria, i he Lepers, (as they 
rightly argued among themſelves, 2 Kings 
vii, 9.) had done ill, if they had not 

# of pub- 


iv The, Framing 


oubliſhed. the Plenty they had found in in 
the Cam of the Syrians. "aw 


» 1 : WE / 
—— — -—_— — 9-6 rr. ; 


e 
k + is certain very ada gene. toi bee 
Religion placd in various" Lights, at it 
has been felt, = prattis'd, and reel 


Men of various Character t. There are 


more than enough Learned Books upon the 
Subject. Here are, ſome of another Kind, 
wrote by illiterate Perſons, whoſe Know- | 
ledge, was founded. only in their own Ex- 
perience ; and yet. (5 as our great San 
derſon has determin d, a good Conſcience 


| be. the beſt Divinity) * e —Dů able 
ee ee On 


© 
1 i 


» C 


* XP 


that ot are N one IP the. other, s | 
which grow. fainter and falſer, the | 4 
they are remou'd. from the Original. Un 


* Aut bor maler a. Book, to teach. ns what | 


he.. has. hkarnt- from other. Books, which 


Books are perhaps al fant . by” many. De- 
ſeents from that, in which: he Had expreſs'd 


himſelf, who produc'd the Materials from 
Bir ben Fund an Experience. This "is 
. the Reaſen why the moſt Frdfcious in every 


5 


Kience are jo me of e and what 
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F< , 
187 % , 
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The PRT TAdt! * 
combs. immedimeiy from rhe diner; altho 
perhaps rude "and. imfiniſbd. bal the 
bere\\pfeſent iu ie Render, 45 truly of 
this Chafuritr ;"vit want f inne the' Poliſh 
and Varnillr-of Art; but Nature — Trath 
mne n rn u 

Fee e Ws? Wo NN 
* % rp: Pieces in this Colleftion 
fi wore by que Nicholas Herman of 
Loraine, a menm and antarnd Mam; who, 
after having bern a. Solder, and Fbormun, 
eas. namitted a” Lay-Brothey" um among the 
3 bareſored Cirnielites m Paris; where (ns 
i caftomary when Per ſonr go into n religions 
1 Order) his Name was 3 a, ron 
as n Brother Laurence. MS EL Re) 
W- Wan iy WAIVE! 
r Wehe began (whey 0 dear v 88 
iz breen Parv of Age) with" um Big Notten 
be conceio d of the Power, und Wiſdom of 
Co; whith "Notion "was" cherifhi'd und 
improv d continualiy by Bir Ariing awry 
all vain Thoughts that might interrupt or 
" weaken it. l may ſeem tfunge, that 
fo abefting a Sen of the dicins ditribiites 
Hud have been occaſion d (ar they were) 
Y ſteing u Trie ary and lenfieſs in tbe 
= 3 an N n what" a Change 
A4 God 


vi The Pxzr ace 
Go would make init bythe: Produftions 
ofthe Spring. Thür, Tſay, may perhaps 
ſeem ftrange ; hut the Wonder really lies on 
the. ot her Hand, that all. the World are 
not affetted_ as be wan an that "the 
daily Mirachks Nature r _ 
open II dh e 
a Virus We * 
Lince hat Time be grem in the: Kno- 
ledge ang; Love of God, endeavouring to 
walk. in his Preſence, and dirett all hir 
Actions. to, hit Gluy. And he lie d long in 


was Fuur core when. he died. After bir 
Death, one. of bis Letters' being ſeen” U 
ſome Perſons of Piety, occaſioned their col. 
Itting all of bis they could: nd, which 
are here tranſlated. The Converſations 
gre ſuppos d to bade been written by II. 
Beaufort, Grand Vicar to M. de Chalons, 
nov Cardinal de Noailes, xi e Ne 
eme kad wy agree "en 


The next W ir e Pg 
zorote. by a Woman (a Proteſtant of Amſter- 
dam) 0 one of her etun Sen, u- c, 
ſomewhat trouble in Mind Many Per. 
ſons bars been affetied and edified ly it, 
D | Of 


the Practice of theſe . Promneiples, fun he | 
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The PRTI ACI vli 
ar # War publiſb d in French; And it it 
B "the - "Engliſh will have the Jame | 
Re i ELM MN ot a Lb e 
W. IIS Nen | 
2. here are a u yu Wide 
* Meditations dhe late Archbiſhop" of 
Cambray, whoſe Name is 4  fuffctent' Re. 
commendation. 
wh THE LEE — 8 1 nere 5 TIA 
And tie luſt Piece is, The Advice of a 
Mother t to her Daughter, concerning Re- 
ligioti” Ve ure afured that rbit Tits ig 


A true Accbumt of ir, and that it was reuly 


written iy a Lady" of Qual, a ton the 
ay arte pong ga N Thy 


0 4B VL. 
ny * * IRE w . od * ” 3 \ 


Ye bb Sep n, OY: in 
theſe Trentiſes, eſpecially the fit and the 
Jt, is an habitual Senſe of God -preſent 
with us; I think it neceſſary here to ſay 
ſomewhat bf tbe rr EY 785 
9 et ey * 8 


BN 


Ve fag a that fs the Promnt. 


s F be Lato and Goſpel, this, with 


an chſcure Expeftation f a Redeemer, is 


128 4 * whele- Religion , the 


N e 


5 " 
Cy » Man «4 4 3 
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vii The P;xzF ANN 
Patriarchs. Fur this Enoch was tran- 
Hatred, Noah preſervod rum the Deluge, 
to be the Founder of the: Second World, aud 
Abraham merited the peculiar: Title of | 
Father wr they 7  which\ daft. ; 
Word makes. it ble. to nemaſt here; | | 
that. _ 4s. Gags Walking before God . 
in the Old Teſtament, is fe Faith in 
the. Nerv, as may be ſeen particularly in 
the Elecentb Chapter 10 * Hebrews. 
1 wy * 
And the ſame habitual ae Senſe oe 
God being. the unvariable Subftanse of Re- 
ligion,, i. fill Preſeraed,. as the End both 
of re La and the Goſpel. Before theſe, 
and in the Beginning of Time, the Creation 
of the. World, while that was: freſh and 
new, could not but aſfet Men with: great 
aud powerful Notions of the Divinity, for 
every.. thing then witneſſed the. recent Mi- 
racle. Adam lived above: Nine \Hundred 
Wars, and ſo long the World ſaw:that very 
Man, ' whom the Lord form'd out of the 
Duft of the Ground ; they all owned hm 
for ad amar eee md # beard 
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8 Vim 
1 ier 1 od + 4 +. WY X 

„ Geneſis v. », Heb. xi. f. | v6 Vi. 9. 
Gen. xvii. 11. Rom. iv. 11, 12. Gal ili. 7. 
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The PAEZTA q E. 5 ix 
him teil the Story of bir Creation. They: 


ſan that He -bimſelf bau mn Father, but 
came immediately aut f the Hands of God. 


Dit das ſuch a ſenſihls Demonſtration UN 
the Divinity, ab cbud not but male 4 
great \Impreſſion on them But long Tra- 
dition by degrees wrakned it, as the World _ 
grew older and more depraved : and while . 
the great Machine moved regularly,thought- 
leſs Men." forgot the * which fat Jet 
it in An, | 


FE? chaos God + was phaſed 10 ts 
frehRevelations. of bimſeFf ; as firft in the 
Promuleation of. the Law, when the Miracles 
of Egypt, the Red Sea, and the Wilderneſs, 
with the Prodigies of Mount Sinai, ſero'd to, 
renewthe Knowledge ef God in the Mind's of 
bis People with freh Vigour and Efficacy : 
aud the Legal Ceremonies were ſo contri- 
ved, as\might moſt conduce to maintain it, 
Fur I conceice that the Principal Defien 
of. Inſtituting,' under the Jewiſh Diſpen- 
ſation, ſo many Rites, which concerned nos 
only their. outward: Behaviour at the 
Solemn Times of Religious Worſhip, but 
extended to their Diet, their Dreſs, their 
Dorling, and the way Functions of 


Tiſe, 


x _ The” PrxEFACE 
88 Life, - vas 10 remind them contin * . 
upon all Occaſions, SOD, who inſts- 
rurcd\ ibem; and ib ddmoniſh thei inciſc 
ſantly to behave themſelves: as in Bir Pro- 
ſence, ils the Peruiar Method "of a 
their Aftions was regulated by his Dire- 
 flion. Aud when-theſe Rites failed of that 
End, and'the People obſerved them by Rote, 
and for Form ſake only, without any regard © 
70% Hint, who appointed them; then they | 
became unacceptable to G od, a were 8 
. gh Wee 


: . — * 
A * k 
7 ? 9 4 * 


Then an (od with 5 was 
Born among us; and it ape 
vealed "that Fle b the true Light, 
which lighteth every Man that cometh! 
into the World: And that B aFtually 
dwells, 1 Job. iii. 24. malt bis Servants,” 
who are "therefore cyl "his Houſe, Bir 
Temple, his Members, and partakers of 
his" Divine Nature. Which Expre Nons 
are ſurpriſing Aſſurances of God's Preſence 
with us, and lay ſuch- Obligations upon ur 
to wall in it, as cannot we ke Wirk. 
n. vr gc Saler mn. 
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Have taken 105 Oppor- 
as tunity to communicate 
to you the Sentiments 
of one; of our. Society 
' concerning the admira- 
at 115 Effects and, gontinu- 
al "Allitanees Which he receives from 
the Preſence of "Gd... Let. you and jd 
both profit by them. 


von 


4 
p -, = 4 4 1 Q 
x N * * 


2 Of the Preſence uf G ov. 

=o | You muſt know, his continual Care 
has been, for above forty Vears paſt, that 
| 


he has ſpent. in Religion, to be akvays 
with God; and to do nothing, fay. no- 
thing, and think nothing, which may 
diſpleaſe | him; and this without any o- 
ther View, than purely for the Love of 
him, and becauſe he deſerves WY 
more. 
He is now ſo accuſtomed to that 
Divine Preſence, that he receives from” 
it continual Succours upon all Occaſions, 
For about thirty Years his Soul has been 
| filled with Joys ſo continual, and ſome- 
5 times ſo great, that he is forced to uſe 
| Means to- moderate them, and to hinder 
their appearing out ward. 
| If ſome Times he is a little too much 
| abſent from that Divine Preſence, God 
preſently makes himſelf to be felt in 
his Soul to recal him; which often hap- 
pens When ze is moſt engag'd in his 
outward Buſineſs : He anſwers with exact 
Fidelity to” theſe inward Drawings, , 
either'by an Elevation of his Heart to- 
wards God, or by a meek and fond ; 
Regard” to him, or by ſuch "Words aß 
Love forms upon theſe Occalions; as for 
119113 b 4. | 


Y 


Oo the Proſence of 0 God: 3 
Tnltince, My Goa, here I am, all devoted 
70 T hee :: : Lord, male mo according 10 
thy Heart. And. then it ſeems to him 
(as in Effect he feels it) that this God 
of Love, fatisfied with ſuch few Words, 


repoſes again, and. reſts in the Fund and 


Center of his Soul. The Experience of 
theſe things gives him ſuch an Aſſurance -. 


that God is always in the Fund or Bottom 


of his Soul, as renders him incapable of 


doubting it upon any Accaunt whateyer, 


Judge by this what Content and Satis. 
faction he enjoys, while he continually 
finds in himſelf ſo great a Treaſure ; He 
is no longer in an anxious Search after 
it, but has it open before him, and 


may take what he pleaſes of it, 


He complains much of our Blindneſs; 
and cries often, that we are. to be piti- 
ed, who content our felves with ſo little, 


God (faith he) bag infinite Treaſures to 


beftow, and we take up with aà little ſen- 
ſible Devotion, which paſſes in a, Moment. 
Blind as we are, ug binder God, and 
op the Current of his Graces. Nut when 
he finds a Soul penetrated with 4 licely 
Faith, he pours into it bis Graces and 


Favours plentifully : m * "—_ flow = a 
. 


* Of the Preſence of G o 8 


To: orrent, which, after” Wing") forcibly fopp'd 
4a gainft. its ordinary Courſe: when Tt as 
Pane 4 Paſſage, 2 15 e with In. 
petoſity amd Abuidmice?" + vals 
Yet we often ſtopß this To 'orrent, by 
the little Value We fet Upon it. a But let 
us ſtop” it no more: Let us enter into 
our ſelves, and real down the Bank 
: which hinders it. Let us make way for 
Grace ; let us redeem the loſt Time, for 
perhaps [we have bit” little left: Death 
follows us cloſe, let us be well prepa- 
red fo it; for we die but once, TON, a 
| Miſcarriage there is irretrievable. 
| 1 again, let us enter into our caves 
The T: ime preſſes: Therè is no Rom 
for Delay : Our Souls are at Stake. - 1 
believe you have taken ſuch effectual Mea. 
ſures, that you will not be furprized. I 
commend' you for it, it is the one thling 
neceſſary: We muſt nevertheleſs always 
work al it, becauſe not to advanes in the 
ſpiritual“ Life, is to go back. But thoſe 
who have the Gale of the holy Spirlt, "20. | 
ford ard even in Sleep. If the Veſſel of 
our Sdül is- fill toſſed with Widds and 
Storms, let us awake the Lord; whore. 5 
* Poſes in it, he will ERS ly cm e 
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27 84 have taken the Liberty to impart to. 


you. theſe good Sentiments,, that you may 
compare them With your gyn; They 
will ſerve again to Eindle and inflame 
thor, if. by Misforrune (which God for- 

„ for it would be indeed a great Mis- 
Aan they ſhould, ;be, tho' never ſo lit- 


tle, cool d. Let us then both recal our 


firſt Fervours. _ Let us profit by the Ex- 
ample : and the. Senziments of this Brother, 
who is little known, of the World, but 


known of God, and extremely careſs d 


y him. I will pray for you, do you pray 
inſtantly for me, Who am in our Lord, 
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. this Day. two Books, "Ing 4 
Letter from Siſter who, is. pre- 
paring to make her Profeſſion, , and up- 

an that Account deſires the Prayers. of 
— holy Society, and yours in parti- 
cular, I perceive that ſhe reckons much 
upon them; pray do not diſappoint her. 
Beg of God that ſhe may make her Sa- 
| B 3 eri- 


6 of the Preſeiice of Gon: 
crifiee in the View of his Love alone, 
and with a firm Reſolution to be wholly 
devoted to him. 1 will fend you one of 
thoſe Books which treat of the Preſence 
of Gol; a Subject, which; in my Opinion, 
contains the whole ſpiritual Life : And 
it ſeems to me, that whoever duly pra- 
Riſes it, will Won become ſpiritual. 

I know that for the right Practice of 
it, the Heart muſt be empty of all other 
things} becauſe God will poſſeſs the 
Heart alone: And as he cannot poſſeſs it 
alone; without emptying it of all be- 
fides, ſo neither can he act there, and 
do in it what he pleaſes, unleſs it be 
left vacant to him. : 

There is not in the World a kind of 
Life more ſweet and delightful, than 


that of a continual Converſation with 


God: Thoſe only can comprehend it, who 
practiſe and experience it: I do not ad- 
viſe you to do it from that Motive ; ; tis 
not | Pleaſure which we ought to ſeek in 
this Exerciſe ; but let us do it from'a 


Printiple of Love, and becauſe God would 


have us; 


Were Ia Preaches, I mould love all 


other things, ace the Practice of the 


vr 
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Of the Preſence of G 0D: 7 
| Proſence of God: And were I a Director, 
I ſhould adviſe all the World to it: So 
neceſſary do I think it, and ſo eaſie too. 

Ah! knew we but the Want we have 
of the Grace and Aſſiſtance of God, we 
ſhould” never loſe Sight of him; no, not 
for a Moment. Believe me; make im- 
mediately an holy and firm Reſolution 
never more wilfully to forget him, and 
to ſpend the reſt of your Days in his ſa- 
cred Preſence, depriv'd for the Love of 
him (if he thinks fit) of all Conſola- 
2100s. 

Set heartily about this Work, and if 
you do it as you ought, be aſſured, that 
you will ſoon find the Effects of it. 1 
will aſſiſt you with my Prayers, poor as 
they are: I recommend my ſelf carneſtly 
to yours, and thoſe of your holy Society, 
being theirs, and more particularly 


Vue, & cc. 
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me, LETTE R. wen 3 
Ain T ob pen 
* the ſame... AP 
* bat £5594 feds? 
Have received from Mrs. toy the 
Things Which you; gaye her for me. 
I wonder: that you have; not given me 
your Thoughts of the little Book I- ſent 
to you, and which you muſt; have re- 
ceived. Pray ſet heartily about the Pra- 
ctice of it in your old Age It is better 
late than never. 2015 
I cannot imagine how in Per- 
ſons can live ſatisſied, without the Pra- 
ctice of the Preſence: of, God. For my 
Part, I keep my ſelf retir d with him in 
the Fund or Center of my Soul as much 
as I can; and while Jam fo, with, bim, 
| fear nothing: But the leaſt turning 
from him is inſupportable. 


This Exerciſe does not much fatigue , 


the Body : It is, however, proper to de- 
prive it ſometimes, nay often, of many 
little Pleaſures, which are innocent and 
lawful : For God will not permit that a 
Soul, which deſires to be devoted intire- 
ly to him; mould take other Pleaſures 
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ben with him: \Thax: is more 5 Wir rea- 


ls ſonable. 7 a | Þ * pr © + 


I do not FE” that Wms Ss mu 105 

any violent Conſtraint upon our ſelves. 
No, we muſt ſerve God in an holy Free- 
dom: we muſt do our Buſineſs faithfully, 
without Trouble or Diſquiet; recalling 
our Mind to God mildly and with Tran- 
quillity, as often as we find it it wandering 
from him. 

It is however neceſſary to put our 


whole Truſt in God, laying aſide all o- 


ther Cares, and even ſome particular 
Forms of Devotion, tho very good in 
themſelves, yet ſuch as one often engages 
in unreaſonably ; becauſe thoſe Devotions 


are only Means to attain the End : So 


when by this Exerciſe of 1 Preſence of 


Goa) we are with him, who is our End, 


ic is then uſeleſs to return to the Means: 
But we may continue with him our Con 
merce of” Love, perſevering in his holy 
preſence, one while by an Act of Praiſe; 
of Adoration, or of Deſire; one while by 
ant Act of Reſignation, or Thankſgiving, | 


and in all the Wanters Which obi Spirit, 
ny woe wr OY 


F — 
K 1 2 x _ 9 — Jn * * * Fa * * 4 7 * [4 Fs | 
C 1 } i F ' ; 4 q * " WY 4 2 AS > 4 . a. — by * 


4 a 
+ 
4 i 'S%S 
4 "ww 72 F b — 
"i . * 


30 Of the Preſence of G OB. 
Be not diſcourag d by the Repugnanee, 
which you may find in it from Nature; 
vou muſt do your ſelf Violence. At the 
firſt, one often thinks it-loſt Time; but 
you muſt go on, and reſolve: to perſevere 
in it to Death, notwithſtanding all the 
Difficulties that may occur. I recommend 
my ſelf to the Prayers of your holy Seci - 
ety, and yours in particular. lan in un 
Lor d, el C1 
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7 Pity you: much. it will be of goons 
Importance if you can leave the, Care 
of your Affairs to —, and ſpend the 
143 of your Life only in worſhip- 
ping God. He requires no great Mat- 

ters of us; a little Remembrance of him 
from Time to Time, a little Adoration'; 
ſometimes to pray for his Grace, ſome- 

times to offer him your Sufferings, and 

ſometimes to return him Thanks for the 
Favours he has given you, and ſtill gives 


you, 


FE FFT 


Of the Preſents of Gon it 
you, in the midſt of your Troubles; and to 


conſole your ſelf with him the. ofteneſt 


you can. Lift up your Heart to him 
ſometimes even at your Meals, and when 
you are in Company : 'The leaſt little Re- 
membrance will always be acceptable to 
him. You need not cry. very loud; he is 
nearer to us than we are aware of. 
It is not neceſſary for being with God, 
to be always at Church; we may make 
an Oratory of our Heart, wherein to re- 
tire wo Time to Time to converſe 
with him in Meeknefs, Humility, and 
Love. Every one is capable of ſuch fas | 
miliar Converſation with God, ſome more, 
ſome leſs, he knows what we can do. 
Let us begin then; perhaps he expects but 
one - generous Reſolution on our Part. 
Have Courage. We have but little Time 


to live; you are near 64, and I am al- 


moſt 80. Let us live and die with God: 
Sufferings will be ſweet and pleaſant to 
us, while we are with him; and the great - 
eſt Pleaſures will be, without 155 A eru- 
el Puniſhment to us. May, he be e bleſs d 

for all. Amen. 
VUſe your felf then, by Degrees, thus to 
worſhip bim, to beg his Grace, to offer 
him 


T2 
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1225 
im your Heart, from Time to Time, in 


the midſt of your Buſi neſs, even every 
Moment if you can. Do not always ſcru- 
pulduſly ogüffne your ſelf to certain Rules, 
or partichlar Forms of Devotion; but act 
With a general Confidence 1 in God, With 
Love. and. Humility. Vo may ally ure 
— of 1 my poor Prayers, and FE 5 

| their $ Servant, ang —ͤ— | 
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| be glad to Know w your, Ba Shts e 
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Ina a . Convert ation me Days fin ince with 
4 Pealgn r Piety, he told me, the ſpirity;. 
al, Life was a Life, of Grace, which, 7 
eins with ſervile Feat, hich is encreas'd, 
. Hope of eternal Life, + ard which is 
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45 r. the. Preſence of G.op, 13 
my conſummated by pure Love. hat each 

2 of theſe States had its different Stages, 

by which one arrives at laſt at "that, bleſ. 
* ſed Conſummation. 

74 I have not followed all theſe Methods: 

; Oh the contrary, from I know. not what. 
Int incts, I found they diſcourag d d ' me.” 
'* I This was the Reaſon why at my En- 
trance into Religion, I took a Reſoluti- 
53 on to give my ſelf up to God, as the beſt 
1E Satisfaction I could make for” my Sins; 
17 and for the Love of him to renounce All 
4 beſides. . 
1 For the firſt Years, 1 commonly em-, 
cre ploy'd my ſelf, during the Time ſet apart 
x for Devotion, with the T houghts of Death, 


of Judgment, Hell, Heaven, and my Sie 
10 Thus 1 contlinib” ſhe Years, applying 
H my Mind carefully the reſt of the Day, 
7 and even in the midſt of my Buſineſs, to, 
54 the Preſence of God, whom 1 conſider” d al- 
0 ways as with me, often as in me. 0 


* length 1 came inſenſibly to do the. 
E thing, during my ſet Times of. 
aher, which caufed i in me great Delight 
d Conſolation. This Practice produ- 
1 2 ſo bieh an k Eſteem for God, 
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14 Of the Preſence 7 8 o. 
me in that Point, [7 ſuppoſe he means, 
that all diſtinct Notions he could form of 
God were unſatisfactory, becauſe he per- 
ceiv'd them to be moſt unworthy of 
God: And therefore his Mind was not 
to be ſatished, but by the Views of 
Faith, which apprehends God as infinite 
and incomprohenlible, as he is in himſelf, 
and not as he can be gonceiv d by hu- 
mane Idea 8.1 1 

Such was my Beginning: And ver I 
muſt tell you, that for the firſt ten Years 
I ſaffex'd much: The Apprehenſion that ] 
was not devoted to God, as I wiſh'd to 
be, my paſt Sins always preſent to my 
Mind, and the great unmerited Favours 
which God dic me, were the Matter and 
Source of my Sufferings. During this Time, 
I fell often, and roſe again preſently, 
It ſeem'd to * that the Creatures, Rea - 
ſon, and God himſelf, were againſt me; 


and Faith alone for me. 1 was troubled. 
ſometimes with Thoughts, that to be- 


lieve T had receiv'd ſuch Fayours, was an 
Effect of my Preſumption, which pre- 
tended to be 'at once where others arrive 
with” Difficulty ; at other Ti ines, that it 
was 


that Faith alone was capable to ſatisſio 
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Of #be Profence of Go tf 
was'a/Wilful Deluſion, and that a 


was no Salvation for me. 


Wben I thought of nothing but to ANON 

my Days in theſe Troubles (which did 
not at all diminiſn the Truſt I had in 
God, and which ſerv'd only to encreaſe 
my Faith) I found my ſelf chang' d all 
at once; and my Soul, which, till that 
Time, was in Trouble, felt a profound 
inward Peace, as if ſhe were in her Cen- 
ter. and Place of Reſt. 
Ever ſince that Time, I work before 
God ſimply, in Faith, with Humility, and 
with Love: And 1 apply my ſelf diligent- 
ly to do nothing, ſay nothing, and think 
nothing, which may difpleaſe him. I 
hope, that when I have done what I can, 
he will —— do with me what he pleaſes. 
for what paſſes in me at preſent, I 
cannot expreſs it, I have no Pain or Dif- 
ficulty about my State, becauſe I have 
no Will but that of God, which I endea- 
vour to accompliſn in all things, and to 
which J am ſo. refign'd; that I would not 
take up a Straw from the Ground againſt 
his Order, or from any other n 
bur 9 r Love 1 to _ 2 
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I have-quitted all Forms of Devotion | 


and ſet Prayers, but theſe to which my 
State obliges me. And I make it my Bu- 
fineſs only to perſevers in his holy Pre- 
ſence, wherein I keep my. ſelf by a:ſim- 


ple Attention, and a general fond Regard 


to God, which I may call, an actual 
Preſence of God; or to ſpeak better, an 
habitual, ſilent, and ſecret Converſation 
of the Soul with God, which often cauſes 


in me Joys and Raptures inwardly, and 


ſometimes alſo outwardly, ſo great, that 
Iam forced to uſe Means to moderate 
them, and en, their! EY #0 
others. An:? 
In ſhort, I am aſfurd: Seen all doubt, 
that my Soul has been with God above 


theſe 30 Years, I paſs over many things, 


that I may not be tedious to you: Let 
I think it proper to inform you, after 


what Manner I conſider my ſelf: before 
God, whom I behold as my King. 


] conſider my ſelf as the moſt wretched 


of Men, full of Sores and Corruption, and 
who has committed all ſorts of Crimes 
againſt his King: Touch'd with à ſenſi- 
ble Regret, I confeſs to him all my Wick 


edneſs, I ask his Forgiveneſs, I abandon 
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„O the Preſence of Go 17. 
my ſelf in his Hands, that he may do 


what he pleaſes with me. This King, 
full of Mercy and Goodneſs, very far 
from chaſtiſing me, embraces me with 
Love, makes me eat at his Table, ſerves 
me with his own Hands, gives me, the 
Key of his Treaſures; he converſes and 
delights himſelf with me inceſſantly in a 
thouſand and a thouſand Ways, and treats 
me, in all Reſpects, as his Favourite. It 
is thus I conſider my ſelf from Time to 
Time in his holy Preſence, _ 

My . moſt uſual Method is this ſimple 
eee and ſuch a general paſſionate 
Regard to God; to whom J find my ſelf 
often attach d with greater Sweetneſs 
and Delight, than that of an Infant at 
the Mother's Breaſt : So that, if I dare 
uſe the Expreſſion, I ſhould chooſe to call 
this State the Breaſts of God, for the 
inexpreſſible Sweetneſs which I taſt and 
experience there. 

If ſome Times my Thoughts wander 
from it by Neceſſity, or Infirmity, I am 
preſently recall d by iaward Motions, fo 
charming and delicious, that I am, aſha- 
med to mention them. I deſire your Re- 
verence to reflect rather upon my great 

& Wretch- 
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Wretchedneſs, of which you are fully 
inform'd, than upon the great Favours 


which God does me, all en and 
ungrateful as I am. 

As for my ſet Hours of Prayer, they 
are only a Continuation of the ſame Ex- 
erciſe; ſometimes I conſider my ſelf there 
as 4 Stone before a Carver, whereof he 
is to make a Statue: Preſenting my ſelf 
| thus before God, I defire him to make 
his perfect Image in my Soul, and ren- 
der me entirely like himſelf. 

At other Times, when I apply my ſelf 
to Prayer, I feel all my Spirit, and all 
my Soul, lift it ſelf up without any Care 

or Effort of mine: And it continues as it 
were ſuſpended, and firmly fixt in God, 
as in its Center and Place of Reſt. , 

I know that ſome charge this State with 
Inactivity,” Deluſion, and Self- love: I con- 
feſs that it is an holy Inactivity, and 

would be a happy Self-love, if the Soul, 
in that State, were capable of it; becauſe, 
in Effect, while ſhe is in this Repoſe, 
ſhe cannot be diſtarb'd by ſuch Acts, as 
ſhe was formerly accuſtom'd to, and 
| which were then her Support, but would 
now rather hinder than aſſiſt her. 
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Of the Preſetice of Go is 
Yet I cannot bear that this ſhould be 
called Deluſion ; becauſe the Soul, which 
thus enjoys God; defites herein nothing 


but him. If this be Deluſion in me, it 


belongs to God to remedy it. Let him 


do what he pleaſes with me: I deſire 


only him, and to be wholly devoted to 
him. You will however oblige me in 
ſending me your Opinion, to which I al- 
ways pay a great Deference, for I have 


a ſingular Eſteem for your Mayerencr, | 


and am in our Lord, 


Yours, &c. 


n ̃ 


Sith LETTER. 


E have a God, who is itiifinitely 
_ gracious, and knows all our 
Wants. I always thought that he would 
reduce you to Extremity. He will come 
in his own Time; and when you leaſt ex- 
pect it. Hope in him more than ever: 
Thank him, with me, for the Favours he 
does you, particularly for the Fortitude 
45 Patience which he gives you in your 
: C 2 | Affli⸗ 


20 Of the Preſence of Goo. 
Afflictions: *Tis a plain Mark of the Care 
he takes of you; comfort your ſelf then 
with him, and give Thanks for all. 

J admire alſo the Fortitude and Bra- 
very of Mr. God has given him a 
good Diſpoſition, and a good Will; but 
there is in him ſtill a little of the World, 
and a great deal of Youth. I hope the 
Affliction which God has ſent him, will 
prove a wholeſome Remedy to him, 
and make him enter into himſelf: Tis 
an Accident very proper to engage him 
to put all his Truſt in im, who accom- 
panies him every where: Let him think 
of him the ofteneſt he can, eſpecially in 
the greateſt Dangers. | A little lifting up 


the Heart ſuffices ; ; a little Remembrance- 


of God, one Act of inward Worſhip, tho' 
upon a March, and Sword in hand, are 
Prayers, which, however ſhort, are never- 
theleſs very acceptable to God, and far 
from leſſening a Soldier's Courage in oc- 
caſions 1 Dang ger; 5 beſt feryes to for- 
þ "Hite" {6 
Ws bim n think of God the ſt bo 


let him accuſtom himfelf, by De- 


| 0 to this ſmall, but ho! 7 Exerciſe : ; 
uo Body perceives dun nothing is 
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ſtreſs of all our Faculties, ſhe muſt recal 


een reduc d by Recollection at our 
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eaſier than to repeat often in the Day 
theſe. little internal Adorations. Recom- 


mend to him, if you pleaſe, that he think 


of God the moſt he can in the Manner 
here directed; it is very ſit and moſt ne- 
ceſlary for a Soldier, who is daily expo- 
ſed to Dangers: of Life, and often of 
his Salvation. I hope that God will aſſiſt 
him and all the Family, to whom I pre- 
ſent ny mm wing theirs and 
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7 ou tell me nothing new. ; You are 
not the only one that is troubled 
with. wandring Thoughts, Our Mind is 
extremely roving, but as the Will is Mi- 


them, and carry them to God as their laſt 
End. | 
When the Mind, for want of 1 ſuf⸗ 


03 firll 


e 
5 i 
| firſt engaging in Devotion; has conträct- 
ed certain bad Habits of wandring and 
Piſſipation, they are difficult to overcome, 
and commonly draw ns, ene 
Wills, to che Things of the Earth, 

I believe one Remedy for this is, to 
confeſs our Faults, and to humble our 


ſelves hefore God. I do not adviſe you 


to uſe Multiplicity of Words in Prayer; 
many Words and long Diſcourſes being 


often the Occaſions of wandring : Hold 


your felf in Prayer before God like a 
dumb or paralitick Beggar at a rich Man's 
gate: Let it be your Buſineſs to keep 
our Mind in the — of the Lord: 
If it ſometimes wanders, and withdraws 
ir ſelf from him, do not much diſquiet 
your ſelf for that; Trouble and Diſquiot 


ſerye rather to diſtract the Mind, than to 


recollect it; the Will muſt bring it back 


in Tranguillity ; if you perſevere in this 


Manner God will haye pity on you, 
One Way to recolle& the Mind eaſily 


in the Time of Prayer, and preſerye it 
more in Trapqulllity, f is not to let it wan? 


der too far at other Times; You ſhould 
keep it fifty in the Prefence of God, 
und being aFrultomed to th 


kink of kin 
offen, b 
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n ti will find it eaſie to keep your 
Mind calm in the Time of Prayer, or 
at leaſt to recal it from its Wanderings. 
I have told you already at large in 
my former Letters of the Advantages we 
may draw from this Practice of the Pre- 
ſence of God: Let us ſet about it ſeri- 
ouſly, and pray for one another, (5c- 


Kn Kfar 
Eighth LETTER, 


HE enclos'd is an Anſwer to that 
N which I receiv'd from „ pray 
deliver it to her. She ſeems to me full 
of good Will, but ſhe would go faſter 
than Grace. One does not become holy 
all at once. I recommend her to you ; 
We ought to help one another by our 
Advice, and yet more by our good Ex- 
amples. You will oblige me to let me 
hear of her from Time to Time, and 
whether ſhe be very fervent and yery 
bedient. 

Let us think often that our only Bu- 
ſineſa in this Life is to pleaſe God, that 
”=— all beſides is but Folly and Va- 

we nity, 
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nity. You and I have liv'd above forty 
Years in Religion i. e. a Monaſtick Life]. 
Have we. employ'd them in loving and 
ſerving God, Who, by his Mercy, has 
call'd us to this State, and for that ve- 
ry End? I am filled with Shame and 
Confuſion, when I reflect, on one Hand, 
upon the great Favours which God has 
done, and inceſſantly continues to do 
me ; and on the other, upon the ill Uſe 1 
have made of them, and my ſmall Ad- 
vancement in the Way of Perfection. 
Since, by his Mercy, he gives us ſtill 
a little Time, let us begin in earneſt, 
let us repair the loſt Time, let us return 


with a full Aſſurancè to that Father of 


 Mercies, who is always ready to receive 
us affectionately. Let us renounce, let us 


generouſly renounce, for the Love of him, 


all that is not him; he deſerves infinite- 
ly more. Let us think of him perpetual- 
ly. Let us put all our Truſt in him: I 


doubt not but we ſhall ſoon find the 


Effects of it in receiving the Abundance 
of his Grace, with which we can do all 
things, and without which we can do 
nothing but fin, 13 


We 
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We cannot eſcape the Dangers which 
ene in Life without the actual and 
continual Help of God; let us then pray 
to him for it continually: How can we 
pray to him, without being with him? 
How can we be with him, but in think- 
ing of him often > And how can we of- 
ten think of him, but by a holy Habit, 
which we ſhould form of it? You will 
tell' me, that I am always ſaying the 
ſame thing: It is true, for this is the 
beſt and eaſieſt Method I know, and as T 
uſe no other, I adviſe all the World to 
it. We muſt know before we can oe. 
In order to know God, we muſt often 
think of him: And when we come to 
ſoce him, we ſhall then alſo thinß of him 
often, for our Heart will be with our 
Treaſure. This is an Argument which 
well deſerves your Conſideration. I am 


March 1689. | Dur, &c. 


* . 4 K j * 1 5 © % 
4 P PS. * 5 : ? : iS 

« > * £ — = | * 

® A * F - 
2 | | ut 
F / = * . | 
& 2 - — F . - os Bo. * 3 183 
* * 0 1 . „ * 4 C N , * 1 Ls "3 3K. 
* W 


vs of by Preſent of Gori 
Ninth LETTER. 


Fru of Diffiqulty | | 
to bring my ſelf to write to Mr. 

and I do it now, purely becauſe you and 

Madam deſire me. Pay write the 
Directions, and ſend it to him. I am Ve- 
ry well pleas'd with the Truſt which 
you have in God: I wiſh that he may 
encreaſe it in you more and more: We 
cannot have. too much in ſo good and 
faithful a Friend, who will neyer fail us 
in this World nor the net. 15 

If Mr. — makes his 1 of 
the Loſs he has had, and puts all his 
Confidence in God, he will ſoon give him 
another Friend, more powerful, and 
more enclin'd to ſerve him. He diſpoſes 
of Hearts as he pleaſes. Perhaps Mr, —- 
was too much attach'd to him he has loſt, 
We ought to love our Friends, but with- 
out encroaching upon the Love of God, 
which muſt be the Principal. 

Pray remember what I haye recom- 
mended to you, which is, to think often 
on God, by Day, by Night, in your Bu- 
finefs, and even in your Diverſions, He 

_ 
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is always near you, and with you, 
leave him not alone. You would think it 
rude to leave a Friend alone, who came 
to viſit you: Why then muſt God be neg- 
lected 2. Do not then forget him, but 
ally, ling od die with him: This is the 
glorious Employment of a Chriſtian ; in 
a Word, this is our Profeſſion; if we do 
not know it, we muſt learn it. I will 
endeayour. to help you with fag n 
and am in our Lord, 


Ot. 1689, | Dur, &c. | 
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Tenth LETTE R, 

Do not pray that you may be deli. 

vered from your Pains; but 1 pray 
God earneſtly, that he would give vou 
Strength and Patience to bear them as 
long as he pleaſes. Comfort your ſelf 
with him, 15 holds you faſtned to the 
Crofs ;. He will looſe you when he 
thinks fit, Happy thaſe who ſuffer with 


PI + aner your {elf to ſuffer in that 
Man: 
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Manner, and ſeek-from him'the Strength 
to endure as much, and as long, as he 
| ſhall judge to be neceſſary for you. The 
Men of the World do not comprehend 
theſe Truths, nor is it to be wonder d at, 
ſince they ſuffer like what they are, and 
not like Chriſtians: They conſider Sick- 
neſs as a Pain to Nature, and not as a 
Favour from God; and ſeeing it only 
in that Light, they find nothing in it but 
Grief and Diſtreſs. But thoſe, who con- 
ſider Sickneſs as coming from the Hand 
of God, as the Effect of his Mercy, and 
the Means which he employs for their 
Salvation, commonly find in it great 
Sweetneſs and ſenſible Conſolation. 

I wiſh you could convince your ſelf, 
that God is often (in ſome Senſe) nearer 
to us, and more effectually preſent with 
us in Sickneſs than in Health. Rely 
upon no other Phyſician, for, according 
to my Apprehenſion, he reſerves your 
Cure to himſelf. Put then all your 
Truſt in him, and you will ſoon find the 
Effects of it in your Recovery, which we 

often retard, by putting 8 Conti- 
dence i in Phylick ei than in God. * 
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Whatever Remedies you make Uſe of, 
ow will ſucceed only ſo far as he per- 
mits. When Pains come from God, he 
only can cure them. He often ſends 
Diſeaſes of the Body, to cure thoſe of 
the Soul. Comfort your ſelf with the 
ſovereign Phyhoign both of Soul and 
Body bt es 

I foreſee that you will tell me, that 1 
am very much at my Eaſe, that I eat 
and drink at the Table of the Lord. 
You. have Reaſon: But think you that it 
would be a ſmall Pain to the greateſt 
Criminal in the World, to eat at the 
King's Table, and be ſerv'd by him, and 
notwithſtanding ſuch Favours, to be 
without Aſſurance of Pardon ? I believe 
he would feel exceeding great Uneaſineſs, 
and ſuch as nothing could moderate, but 
only his Truſt in the Goodneſs of his So- 
vereign. So J aſſure you, that whatever 
Pleaſures I taſte at the Table of my King, 
yet my Sins, ever preſent before my Eyes, 
as well as the Uncertainty of my Pardon, 
torment me; tho' in 'Truth that Tomas 
it ſelf is pleaſing, 

Be ſatisfied with the Condition in 
Which God places you : However happy 


you 
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you may think me, I envy you. Pains 

and Sufferings would be a Paradice to 

me, while 1 ſhould ſuffer with my God: 

And the greateſt Pleaſures would be Hell 

to me, if I could teliſh them without 

him; all my Conſolation would be to 
 fuffer ſomething for his Sake. 

1 muſt, in a little Time, go to God. 

What othiiforts me in this Life is, that I 

now- ſee him by Faith; and I ſee him in 

fach a Manner as might make me ſay 

ſometimes, I believe no more, but I ſee. I 

feel what Faith teaches ns, and in that 

Aſſuranee and that Practice of Faith I will 

live and die with him. 

Continue then always with God; tis 
the only Support and Comfort for your 
Affliction. I ſhall beſeech him to be 
with you. I prefent my Service; @c- 
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Eleventh LET T7 ER. 


IN CE you Are ſo ear- Th: Los 
ter has no 
neſtly that I ſhould com- Date, and i 
municate to you the Method /p944*9 - 
by which I arrived at that written the 
Habitual Senſe of God's Pre- $1.9, by 
ſence, which our Lord, of his 
Mercy, has been pleas'd to voudkifubs to 
me; I muſt tell you, that it is with great 
Difficulty that I am prevail'd on by- your 
Importunities ; and now I do it only up- 
on the 'Terms, that you ſhew my Let- 
ter to no Body. If I knew that you 
would let it be ſeen, all the Deſire I 
have for your Advancement would not 
be able to determine me to it. 'The Ac- 


count I can give you is this. : 
Having found in many Books different 
Methods of going to God, and divers 
Practices of the ſpiritual Life, I thought 
this would ſerve rather to puzzle me, 
than facilitate what I ſought after, which 
was nothing elfe, but how to become 
wholly God's. This made me reſolve to 
give the All for the All : So after having 
Ben my-ſelf wholly te God, to make 


all 
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all the Satisfaction I could for my Sins, 


T renounc d, for the Love of him, every 
thing that was not him; and I began to 
live, as if there was none but he and 1 
in the Mrd. Sometimes I conſider d my 
ſelf before him, as a poor Criminal at 
the Feet of his Judge: At other Times, 
I beheld him, in my Heart, as my Father, 
as my God: I worſhipped him the often- 
eſt that I could, keeping my Mind in his 
holy Preſence, and recalling it as often as 
I found it wander'd from him. I found 
no ſmall Pain in this Exerciſe, and yet I 
continued it, notwithſtanding all the Diffi- 
culties that occurr'd without troubling or 
. diſquieting my ſelf, when my Mind had 
wander'd involuntarily. I made this my 
Buſineſs as much all the Day long, as at 
the appointed Times of Prayer; for at all 
Times, every Hour, every Minute, even 
in the Height of my Buſineſs, I drove away 
from my Mind every Thing that was ca- 


pable of interrupting MY: Thought of 


God. 

Such has been my common Practice, 
ever ſince I enter'd into Religion: And 
tho' I have done it very imperfectly, yet 


Theſe, 


I have found great Advantages by it. 
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Theſe, I well know, are to be imputed to 
the mere Mercy and Goodneſs of God, 
| becauſe we can do nothing without him; 
and I till leſs than any. But when we are 
faithful to keep our ſelves in his holy 
Preſence, and ſet; him always before us: 
This not only hinders our olfending him, 


© wi a as 


bim at leaſt gay but it alſo be gets 
in us an holy Freedom, and (if I may ſo 
ſpeak) a Familiarity with. God, wheres 
with we ask, and that ſucceſsfully, the 
Graces we ſtand in need of. In fine, by 
often repeating theſe Acts, they become 
habitual, and the Preſence of God is ren- 
der d as it were natural to us. Give him 
'T hanks, if you pleaſe, with me, for his 
great; Goodneſs towards me, which I can 
never ſafficiently admire, for the many 
Favours he has done to ſo miſerable A 
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oP, the Proſomes of G v v. 


re LETTER. 


2 wor wens well doohioen 4 to | th 
"Exerciſe of the Preſence of God, all 


bodily Diſeaſes would be much allevia- 


ted thereby. God often permits, that we 
ſhould ſuffer little to purifie our Souls, 
and oblige us to continue "with him. - 
Take Courage, offer him your Pats 
inceſſantly, Pray to him for Strength to 
endure them. Above all, get a Habit'6f 
entertaining your ſelf | cken with God, 
and forget him the leaſt you can. Addere 
him in your Infirmities, offer your RY to 
him from Time to This” ; and in the 
height of your Sufferings, beſeech him 


— humbly and affectionately (as a Chil his 


Father) to make you'conformable to his 
holy Will.” I ſhall endeavour to ns es 
with my poor Prayers. ME 1 28 DAne . 

God has many Ways of drawing us to 
himſelf. He ſometimes hides himſelf from 
us: but Faith alone, whith will not fail 
us in Time of need, ought to be our 


Support, and the Foundation of our Con- 


Caemce, which muſt * all in God. 
Sar 


1 know 
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I know not how God will diſpoſe of 
me, I am always. happy : All the World 
ſuffer; and I, who deſerve the ſevereſt 
Diſcipline, I feel Joys fo continual, and 
ſo great, that I can ſcarce contain them. 

I would willingly ask of God a Part 


of your Sufferings, but that I know my 


Weakneſs, which is ſo great, chat if he 


left me one Moment to my ſelf, I ſhould 


be the "moſt wretched' Man alive. And 
yet I know not how he can leave me 


alone, becauſe Faith gives me as ſtrong a 


Conviction as Senſe can do, and he ne- 
ver forſakes us, till we have firſt forſaken 
him. Let us fear to leave him. Let us 
be always with him. Let us live and die 
in bis Preſence. ' Do you pray + for me, as 
I for you. I W a 


11 | 1430 


Now 1699: | Y £5 © Nurs, 8. 


M tbe . Gos: 

30  StogQUE > 1; +} wood 3 ron 1 
= | Thirteenth: DETTE. R. 1 orc 
n Noch ovitsb oder ,1 bas 11 l 

aa 16 ons 1300 o he ſame, ; oft 1945 1 ol 

TAs in Pain to le . lle 9 ; 

1 what! gives me ſome Eaſe, and ſweet- 
ens the Feeling I have of your Griefs is, 
that they are Proofs of God's Love to- 
wards. you: See tliemi in that View, and 
you Willlbear them more eaſily. As your 
Caſe is, tis my Opinion that you ſhould 
leave off humane Remedies, and reſign 
your ſelf entirely to the Providence of 
God; perhaps be ſtays only for that Re- 
ſignation, and a perfect Truſt in him, to 
cure you. Since notwithſtanding all your 
Cares, Phyſick has hitherto prowd un- 
ſucceſsful, and your Malady till,increaſes, 
it will not be tempting God, to abandon 
your ſelf i in his Hands, and expect all from 3 
him. 

I told you in my laſt, that he ſometimes 
permits bodily Diſcaſes.to cure the Diſtem- 
pers of our Souls. Have Courage then: 
Make a Virtue of Neceſſity: Ask of God, 
not Deliverance from your Pains, but 
Strength to bear reſolutely, for the Love 

of 
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of him, all that be fall mary and as 
long as he ſhall pleaſe. Hos 

Such Prayers indeed are a lle danch to 
Nature, but moſt acceptable te God, and 
ſweet to thoſe that love him. Love 
ſweetens Pain, and when one loves God, 
one ſuffers for his Sake with oy and Cou- 
rage. Do you ſo, I beſeech you: Com- 
fort yourſelf with him, who is the only 
Phyſician for all our Maladies. He is the 
Father of the Afflicted, always ready to 
help us. He loves us infinitely! more than 
we imagine: Love him then, and ſeek 
not Conſolation elſewhere: 1 hope you 
will ſoon receive it. Adieu. I will help 


you with my Prayers, poor as they = 
* 808 be 1 in our a 
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10 the ſame, 


wide Thanks to our Lord, all hays 


ing reliev'd you a little, according to 
your Deſire, I have been often near ex? 


D 3 piring, 
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rits wandring from him upon any Occa- 


piring, tho I was never fo much ſatisfied 


as then. Accordingly I did not pray for 
any Relief, but I pray d for Strength to 


ſuffer with Courage, Humility, and Love. 


Ah, how ſweet is it to ſuffer with God! 
however great the Sufferings may be, re- 


ceive them with Love. Tis Paradiſe to 


ſuffer, and be with bim: So that if in 
this Life we would enjoy the Peace of Pa- 
radiſe, we muſt accuſtom our ſelves to a 


familiar, humble, affectionate Converſa- 


tion with him: We muſt hinder our Spi- 


ſion: We muſt make our Heart a fſpiri, 
tpal Temple, wherein to adore him in- 
ceſſantly: We muſt watch continually 
over our ſelves, that we may not do, nor 
ſay, nor think any Thing that may diſ- 
pleaſe him. When our Minds are thus 


employ'd about God, Suffering will þe- 


come full of Union and Conſolation, 

I know that to arrive at this State, the 
Beginning is very diffcult; for we muſt act 
purely in Faith. But tho! it is difficult, 
we know alſo that we can do all Things 


with the Grace of God, which he. neyer 
refuſes, to them who ask it earneſtly, 
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fer for it, that he will open to you in 
his due Time; and grant you all at once, 
what he has deferr'd during many Years. 
Adieu. Pray to him for me, as I pray to 
him for you. I hops to ſee him quickly; 


1 am, + 


I 


Jan, 1691; | a I Yours, &c. 
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Fifteenmh LETTER. 


To the ſame. 


OD. knoweth beſt what is needful 
I for us, and all that he does is for 
our Good. If we knew how much he 
loves us, we ſhould be always ready to 
receive equally, and with Indifference, 
from his Hand, the ſweet and the bitter; 
all would pleaſe that came from him. The 
foreſt Afflictions never appear intolerable, 
but when we ſee them in a wrong Light: 
When we ſee them. in the Hand of God, 
who diſpenſes them; when we know that 
it is our loving Father, who abaſes and di- 
alen ps, our Sufferings will loſe their 


D 4 Bit- 
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Bitterneſs and” become even Matter of 
Conſolation. / 4 TONTY, Bl HP $60 

Let all our Employment bal. to Abe 
God: The more one Fnοe him, the 
more one deſires to "know him. And 


as Knowledge is commonly the Meaſure 


of Love, the deeper and more exten- 
ſive our Knowledee ſhall be, the greater 
will be our Love: And if our Love of 
God were great, we ſhould love him 
equally in Pains and Pleaſures, 
Let us not amuſe our ſelves, to ſeek 
or to love God for any ſenſible Favours 
(how elevated ſoever) which he has, or 


may do us. Such Favours, tho never 


10 great, Sant bring us ſo near to God, 
as Faith does in one ſimple Act. Let us 


ſeek bim often by Faith: lle is within 

us, (ſeek him not elſewhere) Are we not 
—— and deſerve Blaine,” if we leave 
him alonè, to buſie © our ſelves” about 


Telos $I do hot pleaſe him, and 
haps öffend him? Tis to be Fear 
theſe Trifles' will one Bay colt us dear. 


Let bs begin rc be devoted er 


d earneſt. Let us eaſt every Thing 
elides Our of our Hearts: He would 
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f the Preſence" of ov) Ti 
poſſeſs them alone. Beg this Favour of 
him. If we do what we can on our 
Parts, we ſhall ſoon ſee that Change 
wrought in us which we aſpire after. 
I cannot thank him Tuſfciently for the 
Relaxation he has vouchſafed you. I 
hope: from his Mercy the Favour: to ſee 
him within * a few Days. Tet us pray 


for one another, - am in our Lord. 
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He * bn Bed two Days after, and died W * 
ed 
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Es IE firſt Time I ſaw B. Laurence, 
C1." i 


vas upon the 34 of Auguſt, 

1666. He told me, that God 
had done him a ſingular Fayour 
in his Converſion at the Age of Eighteen. 

That in the Winter, ſeeing a Tree 
ſtripp'd of its Leaves, and conſidering that 
within a little Time the Leaves would 
be renew'd, and after that, the Flowers 
and Fruit appear ; he received an high 
View of theProvidence and Power of God, 
which has never ſince been effac'd from his 
Soul, That this View had perfectly ſet 


him looſe from the World, and kindled 


in him ſuch a Love for God, that he could 
not 
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not tell whether it had encreas'd in above 
40 Years that he had liv'd ſince. 
That he had been Footman to Mr. Heu- 
zert the Treaſurer, and that he was a 
great awk ward Follows * broke every 
A 

That he had defired to be received in- 
to a Monaſtery, thinking that his Bones 
would be there broke for his Awkwardneſs, 
and the Faults he ſhould commit, and ſo 
he ſhould ſacrifice to God his Life, with 
its Pleaſures : But that God had diſap- 
pointed him, he having met with achim 
but Satisfaction in that State. ä 

That we ſhould | eſtabliſh our ſolves 4 in 
a Senſe of Gad's Preſence, by continually 
converſing with him. That it was a 
ſhameful Thing to quit his Converſation, 
to think of Trifles and Fooleries. 

That we ſhould feed and nouriſh our 
Souls with high Notions of God, which 
would yield ps great Joy in being eee 


do him, 

That we ought to quicken our Faith 
That it was lamentable we had ſo little ; 
And that inſtead of taking Faith for the 
Rule of their Conduct, Men amus d them- 
N with triyial Deyotions, which 

chan 
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chaug d daily. That the Way of Faith 
was the Spirit of the Church, and that, 
it was ſufficient to my us to a oy Pe: 
gree of Perfection. 


That we ought to give our ſolves up. to 


God, with Regard both to Things tem- 
poral and ſpiritual, and ſeek our Satis- 
faction only in the fulfilling his Will, whe- 


ther he lead us by Suffering or Conſola- 


tion, for all would be equal to a Soul 
truly reſign d. That there needed Fide- 
lity in thoſe Drineſſes, or Inſenſibilities 
and Irk ſomeneſſes in Prayer, by which 
God tries our Love to him: That hen 
was the Time for us to make good and 
effectual Acts of Reſignation, whereof one 
alone would oftentimes very much pro- 
mote our ſpiritual Advancement. 

That as for the Miſeries and Sins he 
heard of daily in the World, he was ſo 
far from wondring at them, that, on the 
contrary,” he was ſurpriz d there were not 


more, conſidering the Malice Sinners were 
capable of: That for his Part, he prayed 
for them; but knowing that God could 

— did, when he 


remedy the Miſchiefs 
pleas d, he gave ns no o farther Ti vols 


gh 
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That to arrive at ſuch Reſignation as 
God required, we ſhould watch attentive- 
IV over all the Paſſions, which mingle as 
well in ſpiritual Things, as thoſe of a groſ- 
ſer Nature; that God would give Light 
concerning thoſe" Paſſions, i to thoſe who 
truly deſire to ſerve him. That if this 
was my Deſign, © 072. ſincerely to ſerve 
God, I might come to him (B. Laurence) 
45 often as I pleas d, without any Fear of 
being troubleſome: But if not, that I 
ought. no more to viſit: him. 
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* AT he had ale heel ere 
by Love; without ſelfiſh Views; and 
that having reſolv'd to make the Love of 
God the End of all his Actions: He had 
found Reaſons. to be well ſatisfied with 
bis Method. That he was pleaſed when 
he could take up a Straw from the Ground 
for the Love of God, ſecking bim — 
and nothing elſe, not even His ne 
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damn d; that all the Men in the World 
could not have perſwaded him to the con- 
trary, but that he had thus reaſon d with 
himſelf about it: 7 did not engage in a 
Religious Life zur for the Lone God, 
and T have cudeaeuur d to att only for him : 
Whatever \beromes of Me, whether T be oft, 
or ſav'd,':1 will always tontinue to ad 
purely: for the Love of God. TI ſhall have 
this good at leaft, that tiil Death I ſhall 
Bare done all that is in me to love him. 
That this Trouble of Mind had laſted four 
Vears; during which Tine, he had ſuf- 
fered much. 

That ſince that Time, — bad oaſe'd his 
Life in perfect Liberty and continual Joy. 
That he plac'd his Sins betwixt him and 
God, as it were to tell him, that he did 
not deſerve his Favours, but that God ſtill 
continued to beſtow them in Abundance, 
That in Order to form a Habit of con- 
verſing with God continually, and referring 
all we do to him; we muſt at firſt apply 
to him with ſome Diligence: But that 
after a little Care, We mould find his 
Love inwardly Sei us to it without any 


Difieulty. | 'That 


Tphat he had been long troubled in Mind 
from a certain Belief that he ſhould be 
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That he expected, after the pleaſant 
Days God had given him, he ſhould have 
his Turn of Pain and Süffering but that 
he was not uneaſie about it, knowing very 
well; that as he could do nothing of him- 
ſelf, God would not fail to give him the 
Strength to bear them. | 
That when an Occaſion of rackllng 
ſome Virtue offered, he addreſsd himſelf 
to God, ſaying, Lord, 1 cannot do this un- 
leſr #hdu enableft me: And that then he 
received Strength more than ſifficient. 

That when he had fail'd in his Duty, 
* —＋ confeſsd his Fault, ſaying to 
I ſhall never do otherwiſe, if you 
— — ir you mult hinder m] 
falling, and mend what is amiſs. That 
after this, he N nn no berrher 
Uneafineſs about it. | 

That we ought to act with God in the 
grand Simplicity, ſpeaking to him frank- 
ly; and plainly, and imploring his Aſſiſt- 
ance in our Affairs, juſt as they happen. 
That God never fails to n it, CO Ka 
had/often experiene d. 

That he had been lately ſent into Lr 
3 to buy the Proviſion of Wine for 
, ; Which was a very unwelcome 
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Task to him, becauſe he had no Turn 
for Buſineſs, and becauſe; he was lame, 
and could not go about the Boat, but by 
rolling himſelf over the Casks. That 


9 —— he gave himſelf no Uneaſineſs 
about it, nor about the Purchaſe of 
the Wine. That be ſaid to God, 1 


vas bis. Buſineſs he was. about; and that 


he afterward found it very well perform 
ed. That he had been tent. into Auvergne 


the Vear before u pon the 1ame Account : 
That he could not tell how the, Matter 
palſs'« d, but that it prov. d very well. 
3 likewiſe i in his Buſineſs in theKitchin 
(to which he had naturally a great Aver- 
ſion), having accuſtom'd: himſelf to do 
every Thing there for the Love of God, 
and with Prayer upon all Occaſions, for 
his Grace to do his Work well, he had 
found every Thing eaſie, during 15 Years 
that he had been imployed there. 
That he was very well pleas' d with the 
Poſt he was in now; but that he was as 
ready to quit that as the former, ſince he 


was always pleaſing himſelf in every Con- 


dition, by 8 late 1 hin _w fon In ity 
of God. 0H fl: 1362 : Wu 
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That with him the ſet Times of Praycr 
were not different from other Times. 
That he retir'd to pray according to the 
Directions of his Superiour; but that he 
did not want ſuch Retirement, nor ask 
for it, becauſe his greateſt Buſineſs did not 
divert him from God. 

That as he knew his Obligation to 225 
God in all Things, and as he endeayour' d 
ſo to do, he had no need of a Director to 
adviſe him ; but that he needed much a 
Confeſſor to abſolve him. That he was 
very ſenſible of his Faults, but not diſ- 
courag d by them: That he confeſs d them 
to God, and did not plead againſt him to 
excuſe them: When he had ſo done, he 
peaceably reſum' d his uſual Pradtics of 
Love and Adoration. | 

That in his Trouble of Mind, he had 
conſulted no body ; but knowing only by 
the Light of Faith, that God was preſent, 
he contented himſelf with directing all 
his Actions to him, 1. e. doing them with 
a Deſire to pleaſe him, let what would 
come of it. 

That uſeleſs Thoughts ſpoil all; that 
the Miſchief began there: but that we 
ought to reject them as ſoon as we per- 
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ceiv'd their Impertinence to the Matter 
in Hand, or our Salvation ; and return to 
our San with God. 

That at the Beginning, he had often 
paſs d his Time appointed for Prayer, in 
rejecting wandring Thoughts, and falling 
back into them. 'That he could er 
regulate his Devotion by certain Methods, 
as ſome do. That nevertheleſs at firſt he 
had meditated for ſome Time, but after- 
ward that went off, in a Manner he could 
give no Account gf! 5910 

That all bodily Mortifications, and 
other Exerciſes, are uſeleſs, but as they 
ſerve to arrive at Union with God by 
Love: That he had well confider'd this, 
and found it the ſhorteſt Way to go frait 
to him by. a continual Exerciſe of Love, 
and doing all Things for his Sake. 

That we ought to make a great Diffe- 
rence between the Acts of the Underftand- 
ing, and thoſe of the Vill; that the firſt 
were comparatively of little Value,” and 
the others all. That our only Brifinefs 
Was, to love and delight our ſelves in God. 

That all poſſible Kinds of Mortifica- 
tion, if they were void of the Love of 
| God, could not efface a ſingle Sin. That 
we 
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we ought without Anxiety to expect the 
Pardon of our Sins from the Blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt, only endeavouring to love 
him with all our Hearts. That God ſcem'd 
to have granted the greateſt Favours to 
the greateſt Sinners, as more ſignal Mo- 
numents of his Mercy. 

That the greateſt Pains or Pleaſures of 
this World, were not to be compar'd with 
what he had experienced of both Kinds 
in his ſpiritual State: So that he was 
careful for nothing, and fear'd nothing, 
deſiring but one only Thing of God, #iz. 
that he might not offend him. 

© 'That he had no Scruples; for (ſaid he) 
when I fail in my Duty, I readily ac 
knowledge it, ſaying, I am usd 10 45 
fo: I ſhall never do otherwiſe, if I am left 
to my ſelf. If I fail not, then I give God 

Thanks, acknowledging that it comes 
from him, 


„ ͤ A 


to, 
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The Third Converſation. | 


E told me, that the Foundation of 
the ſpiritual Life in Him, had been 
an high Notion and Eſteem of God in 
Faith ; which when - he had once wel 
conceiv'd, he had no other Care at- firſt, 
but faithfully to reject every other 
Thought, that he might perform all his 
Actions for the Love of God. That when 
ſometimes he had not thought of God 
for a good while, he did not diſquiet 
himſelf for it ; but after having acknow- 
ledged his Wretchedneſs to God, he re- 
turn'd to him with ſo much the greater 
Truſt in him, by how much he found him- 
ſelf more wretched to have forgot him. 
That the Truſt we put in God honours 
him much, and draws down great Graces. 
That it was impoſſible, not only that 
God ſhould deceive, but alſo that he 
ſhould long let a Soul ſuffer which is 
perfectly reſign'd to him, and refoly'd to 
endure every 'Thing for his Sake. 


'That 
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That from the fame Experience, when 
he had Buſineſs to do, he did not think 
of it beforehand; but when it was. Time 
to do it, he found in God, as in a clear 
Mirror, all that was fit for him to do. 
That of late he had acted thus, without 
anticipating Care; but before the Expe- 
rience abovementioned, he had us'd it in 
his Affairs. | 
When outward Buſinefs diverted him 
a little from the Thought of God, a 
freſh Remembrance coming from God in- 


veſted his Soul, and ſo inflam'd and. 


tranſported him, that it was difficult for 
him to contain himſelf. 

That he was more united te God. in 
his outward Employments, than when he 
left them for Devotion in Retirement. 

That he expected hereafter ſome great 
Pain of Body or Mind; that the worſt 
that could happen to him was, to loſe that 
Senſe of God which he had enjoyed fv + 
long: But that the Goodneſs of God 
 aſſlur'd him he would not forſake him 
utterly, and that he would give him 
Strength to bear whatever Evil he per- 
mitted to happen to him; and therefore 
L he feared nothing, and had no Occa- 
E 3 ſion 
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ſion to conſult with any body about his 
State. That when he had attempted to 
do it, he had always come away more 
perplex d; and that as he was conſcious 
of his Readineſs to lay down his Life for 
the Love of God, he had no Apprehenſion 
of Danger. That perfect Reſignation to 
God was the ſure Way to Heaven, a 
Way in which we had alw ays ſufficient 
Light for our Conduct. 

That in the Beginning of the ſpiritual 
Life, we ought to be faithful in doing 
our Duty and denying our ſelves; but 
after that, unſpeakable Pleaſures followed, 
 'That in Difficulties we need only have 
Recourſ: to Jeſus Chriſt, and beg his 
Grace, with which ener Thing became 
ceaſie. 

That many do not MF in the Chri- 
ſian Progreſs, becauſe they ſtick in Pe- 
nances, and particular Exerciſes, while 
they negle& the Love of God, which is 
the End: That this appear'd plainly by 
their Works, and was the Reaſon Why 
we ſee ſo little ſolid Virtue. 

That there needed neither Art nor Sci- 

ence for going to God, but only a Heart 
| ae nn d to apply itſelf to no- 
: thing 
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thing but him, or for bis Sake, and to 
love him only. 


e 0h M K K b. bã fr er b 36263636 ler 
The Fourth Converſation. 
Nov. 25. 1667. 


E diſcourſed with me very fervently, 
I 4 and with great Openneſs of Heart, 
concerning his Manner. of going to God, 
whereof ſome Part is related already. 

He told me, that all conſiſted in cc 
hearty Renunciation of every 'Thing which 
we are ſenſible does not lead to God; 
that we might accuſtom our ſelves to a 
continual Converſation with him, with 
Freedom, and in Simplicity, That we 
need only to recognize God intimately 
preſent within us, to addreſs our ſelves 
to him every Moment, that we may beg 
his Aſſiſtance for nowids his Will in 
Things doubtful, and for rightly per- 
forming thoſe, which we plainly ſee he 
requires of us; offering them to him be- 
fore we do them, and giving him Thanks 
when we have done. 
c E 4 That 
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That in this continual Converfation 
with God, we are alſo imploy'd in praif- 
ing, adoring, and loving him inceſſantly, 
for his infinite Goodneſs and Perfection. 

That without being diſcouraged on 
Account of our Sins, we ſhould pray for 
his Grace with a perſec Confidence, as 
relying upon the infinite Merits of our 
Lord. That God never fail'd offering us 
his Grace at cach Action: That he di- 
ſtinctly perceiv'd it, and never fail'd of it, 
unleſs when his Thoughts had wander d 
from a Senſe of God's Preſence, or he 
had forgot to ask his Aſſiſtance. 

That God always gave us Light in our 
Doubts, when we had no other Deſign 
but to pleaſe him. 

That our Sanctification did not depend 
upon changing our Works, but in doing 
that for God's Sake, which we commonly 
do for our own. IT bat it was lamentablg 
to ſee how many People miſtook the 
Means for the End, addicting themſelves 
to certain Works, which they perform'd 
very imperfectly, by Reaſoh of their hu- 
mane or ſelfiſh Regards, 
That the moſt excellent Method he hag | 
found of going to God, was that of do- 
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ing our common Buſineſs without any View 
of pleaſing Men *, and (as far as we are 
able) purely for the Love of God. 

That it was a rue Deluſion, to think 
that the Times o Prayer ought to differ 
from other Times: T hat we were as ſtrict- 
ly oblig d to adhere to God by Action in 
the Time of Action, as by Prayer in its 
Seaſon. | 
That his Prayer was nothing elſe but 
a Senfe of the Preſence of God, his Soul 
being at that Time inſendble to every 
Thing but divine Love : And that when 
the appointed Times of Prayer were paſs'd, 
he found no Difference, becauſe he ſtill 
continued with God, praiſing and bleſſin 
him with all his Might, fo that he paſß d 
his Life in continual Joy ; yet hop'd that 
God would give him ſomewhat to ſuffer, 
when he ſhould grow ſtronger. 

That we ought once for all, heartily to 
put our whole Truſt in God, and make 2 
total Surrender of our ſelves to him, ſe- 
eure that he would not deceive us. 250 

That we ought not to be weary of doing 
little Things for the Love of God, Wo 
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regards not the Greatneſs: of the Work, but 
the Love with which it is perform d. That 
we ſhould not wonder if in the Beginning 
we often fail d in our Endeavours, but 
that at laſt we ſhould gain an Habit, 
which will naturally produce its Acts in 
us without our Care, and to our exceed- 
ing great Delight. 
That the whole Subſtance of Relig ion 
was Faith, Hope, and Charity; by 15 6 
Practice of which, we become united to 
the Will of God: That all beſide is in- 
different, and to be usd only as Means, 
that we may arrive at our End, and be 
ſwallowed up therein by Faith and Charity. 
That all Things are poſſible to him who 
believes, that they are leſs difficult to him 
who hopes, they are more eaſie to him 
who loves, and fill more eafie to him 


who perſeveres in the Practice of thelg. 


three Virtues. 
'That the End we ought to propoſe to 
our ſelves, is to become in this Life the 
moſt perfect Worſhippers of God we can 
poſſibly be, as we > hope to be through all 
Eternity. 
That when we enter upon the ſpiritual 


Life, we ſhould conſider and examine to 


1 
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the nokta, what we are. And then we 
ſhould-find our ſelves worthy of all Con- 
tempt; and ſuch as do not deſerve. the 
Name of Chriſtians, ſubject to all Kinds 
of Miſery, and numberleſs. Accidents, 
which trouble us, and cauſe perpetual Vi- 
ciſſitudes in our Health, in our Humours, 
in our internal and external Diſpoſitions: 
In fine, Perſons whom God would humble 
by many Pains and Labours, as well 
within as without. After this, we ſhould 
not wonder that Troubles, Temptations, 
Oppolitions, and Contradictions, happen to 
us from Men. We ought, on the contra- 
ry, to ſubmit our ſelves to them, and bear 
them as long as God pleaſes, as Things 
highly advantageous to us. 
That the greater Perfection a Soul 
aſpires after, the more dependent it is up- 
on Divine Grace. | 

* Being queſtion'd by one of -his own 
Society (to whom he was obliged to open 
| himſelf ) by what Means he had attain- 
ed ſuch an 7 abitual Senſe of God e He 
told him, that ſince his firſt coming to 

the 


* The flowing Particulars are collected from other 
Accoynrs 0 of B. Layrence, 
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the Monaſtry, he had conſider d God as 
the End of all his Thoughts and Defires, 
as the Mark 10 which they ſhould tend, 
and in which they ſhould terminate. 


That in the Beginning of his Noviciate, 


he ſpent the Hours appointed for private 
Prayer in thinking of God, ſo as to con- 
vince his Mind of, and to impreſs deeply 
upon his Heart the Divine Exiſtence, ra- 
ther by devout Sentiments, and Submiſſion 
to the Lights of Faith, than by ſtudied 
Reaſonings, and elaborate Meditations. 
That by this ſhort and ſure Method, he 
exerciſed himſelf in the Knowledge and 


Love of God, reſolving to uſe his utmoſt 


endeavour to live in a continual Sence of 
his Preſence, and (if poſſible) never to for- 
get him more, 


That when he had thus in prayer fill'd 


his Mind with great Sentiments of that 
Infinite Being, he went to his Work ap- 
pointed in the Kitchin, (for he was Cook 
to the Society): There having firſt conſi- 
dered ſeverally the Things his Office re- 
quir d, and when, and how each Thing 


was to be done; he ſpent all the Intervals 


of his Time, as well before as after his 
Work, in Prayer, 3 
1 hat 
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"That when he began his Buſineſs, he 
faid to God with a filial 4 ruſt in him: 
O my God, ſince thou art with me, and 
6e I mult now, in Obedience to thy Com- 
* mands, apply my Mind to theſe outward 
0 Things, I beſeech thee to grant me the 
0 - Grace to continue in thy Preſence, and 
to this End, do thou proſper me with 
0 thy Aſſiſtance, receive all my Works, 
< and poſſeſs all my Affectionss. 
As he proceeded in his Work, he con- 
tinued his familiar Converlation with 
his Maker, imploring his Grace, and of- 
fering to him all his Actions. 
When he had finiſh'd, he examin'd We 
ſelf, how he had diſcharg'd his Duty : 
If he found Mell, he return d Thanks to 
God : If otherwiſe, he ask d Pardon ; ; and 
without being diſcouraged, he ſet his 
Mind right again, and continued his Ex- 
erciſe of the Preſence of God, as if he had 
never deviated. from it. Thus (ſaid he) 
by riſing after my Falls, and by frequent- 
ly renew'd Acts of Faith and Love, I am 
come to a State, wherein it would be as 
difficult for me not to think of God, as it 
was at firſt to aceuſtom my ſelf to it. 


As 


— 


6: Of the Preſence of & 
As B. Duurenre had found ſuch Advan- 
tage in walking in the Preſence of God, 
it was tiatorill for him to recommend it 
earneſtly to others: But his Example was 
a flronger Inducertient than any Arguments 
he could propoſe. His very Countenance 
was edifyitis ; ſuch a Tweet and calm De- 

votion fppearing in it, as could not but 
affect the Beholders. And it was obſerv'd, 
that in the greateſt Hurry of Buſineſs in 
the Kitchin, he {till prefery'd his Reeol- 
lection and Heavenly-Mindedneſs. He was 
never haſty nor loikerit g, but did each 
Thing in its Seaſon, with an even unin- 
We Compoſure and Tranquillity of 
Spirit. The Time of Buſineſs (ſaid he) 
does not, with me, differ from the Time 
of Prayer; and in the Noiſe and Clutter 
of my Kitchin, while ſeveral Perſons are 

at the ſame Tine calling for different 
Things, 'T? poſſeſs God in as great Tran- 


_ quillity, as if I were upon my Knees at ray 
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A LET TER- concerning Re 
generation, to one Troubled in 
812 eee 


1 Have a Deſire to write to you, 
but I know not what to fay. 
N However, I have put Pen to 
paper, in Hopes that God 
will ie me with Juch Matter as P 
ſhall think fit. 1 
I I underſtand, my dear Friend, that you 
have been ſomewhat Troubled in Mind, | 
upon Account of the Diſcovery you bave 
made of your Wretchedneſs. I praiſe 
God for it: It ſhews that he will no 
longer delay the Accompliſhment of his 
divine Work in you. To this all his Di. 
penſations concerning you tend, and eſpe- 
cially the great Trials which you have 
Hitherto Tuſtain'd by his divine Aſſiſtance. 
As for me, all unworthy as I am, I 
dane formerly often beſought the Lord 


with 


1 * * 2 


4 4 Hatter: concerning Regeneration. 


with many Tears, that he would grant 
me the Grace to make me know my ſelf. 
His great Goodneſs has condeſcended to 
my earneſt Requeſt; but to ſay what I 

thereupon diſcover d within my ſelf, as ] 


alone felt it, ſo J alone can tightly com- 

prehend it : But I muſt ſay, that before 

this, I was very ignorant of my true Con- 
, dition. 


Before this, I thought 1 ind. a great 


Tous for the Glory of God, and that 1 


| ifficiently inſtructed in the Faith 


5 Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt. But by 
the Direction of God, a certain Perſon well 
known to you, who had an affectionate 
| Concern for my Soul, told me one Day, 


* that I had not a true Faith in Jeſus 
ee Chriſt as a Redeemer, who ſhould 
55 deliver me from my Sins. Twas t 
this Time that 1 began to be uneaſie 
about my State, and as I did not yet 
know my ſelf, twas to me a ſtrange and 


unintelligible Language to hear, that 7 


had not yet the true Faith. He would 
not then further explain himſelf, but only 


advisd me, that I ſhould. offer my ſelf 
up entirely to him, who alone could make 


me free ; and that with the holy, Patriarch | 
Jacob 
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concornin genen. 85 | 
5a, 1 ſhoald not ceaſe. ſtriving with 
Prayers and Tears, till the Lord had heard 
me favourably. I thought this very good 
Advice: = Yor I ſaw plainly, "that to call 
upon G6d; mult be à IEcure Way, and free 
from Deluſion.” 80 without any further 
Delay, I; by the Grace of God, reſign d 
my ſelf "totally i his bleſſed Hands, that 
he might do with me what he pleas d. 
The good God accepting that Moment 
the Oblation 1 had made of my ſelf; 
vouchfafed fo to touch my Heart with his 
Divins Love, that 1 became, as it were, 
all enflam d with its Ardours. I made 
Neat, never for the future to value 
any. Thing but kim; and that to pleaſe 
Him 5 be my oni Buſineſs. 1 would 
no more uſe any of my Faculties but to 


honor and ſerve Hin. I ſeem dito my 


ſelf perfectly ready to follow him; thtou h 
whatever Ways he d pleaſe to lead me, 


1 thought no Croſſes too heavy for” me; 


and my Love made tue embrace them all 
within 54 0 71. faid to him fond! 


9 Take m 1 7 0 Tord, And ſp Pars 


"me 9905 15 m be fore tie, 0 ate 
me in "Hand. a A8 ker "the” World, * 
15 . F pa for what” it 1s; and took no 
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only Thing. ſufficed me, and that was, to 
be able to follow him. No Way was, too 


difficult for me; no Croſs too bitter; no 


Troubles too many ;. and, in a Wore b 1 
was ready to endure every Thing, with 


him, I was content FED; all that might 


| happen, provided. only. t that I might, find 
him. If all the 1 of the Earth 


had been offer d me, I would: have, dif- 0 


dain d ſo much as to think. of them. 1 


would gladly have been ſtripp d of gl 
Things: my, divine Lover ſufficed me. I 
embraced him ſweetly i my Heart Fo 
the Arms of Love: and he, on his Part, 
condeſcended towards me, and made me 


know, that he is the true Lover of Souls, 


Twas a wonderful State which I was in 


at that Time: if it could have been ma- 


nifeſted to the World, it would have ap- 
; pear'd very extraordinary ; but the Lord * 
would have it conceal'd,; for there Was y 
ſtill Within me Matter of Reprehenſi jon, 
"ye 1 Was not Lnlible of it. | gr? b 4 
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See 0 Fog 4 my Beloved, = 
altho Ii ſhould have been forced to live 
without other Company, Vagabond in a 
Deſert, I ſhould have found no Difficulty 
in it. This State bad not laſted long, 
when, in Effect, I found my ſelf lead into 
a Deſert ; but it was the Deſert. of my 
ſelf, and there I loſt him whom my Soul 
loved. This Loſs was ſo intolerable, that 
being extravagant with the Vehemence 
of my Love, I ran about like one diſtract- 
ed. 5 Search of him, but without finding 
for the Spouſe had withdrawn him- 
rl 3 to what he himſelf had 
foretold in the Goſpel, | Mat. ix. 15. 
where he faith, The Days will come, when 
the  Bridegroom ſbail be taken from 
them; and then: ſhall they faſt: He de- 
clares::the Reaſon of that Abſence in the 
next Words: No Man: puttcth a Piece af 
new Clan h into an dd Garment ; ſignifying 
thereby, that the old Man was not yet 
Dead. Neither (as he adds) d Men Pit 
nemy Mine into old Bottles, or Veſſels: 
which teaches us, that the Veſſels muſt 
firſt be puriſied, before they are fit to re- 
ceive and keep the Heavenly Wine. 
But all; this was conceal'd from me, 
till the Lord had given me the Know ledge 
F 2 Go 
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of my inward State; and then it was 
that I found my ſelf in a moſt! forlorn 
Condition, that I knew my ſelf altogether 
poor, wretehed, and miſerable ; and that I 
faw my Veſſel to be filled with-Unclean- 
«neſs and Iniquity. O what a Surprize 
and Anxiety was 1 in, when came to 
diſcover, that hitherto 1 had not known 
Feſus Chriſt," but: according to the Flaſb 
"only; and that I had not poſſeſs d him 
but with Propriety, 1. 6. Selfiſhneſs; for 
which Reaſon, it was neceſſary that he 
ſhould withdraw himſelf; But alas! this 
Was what J then knew not; and therefore 
the Loſs of him was ſo painful, that J 
knew not what would become of me. I 

viſited the Places where I had before en- 
joyed his amiable Preſence, but I found 
"there nothing but Horror. The more 1 


ſougbt him, the more I found my ſelf 


with my Miſery. This made me! ſhed 
many bitter Tears; and I found thoſe 

Words of our Lord to his Diſciples veri- 
fied in me; Jubn xvi. 16. ½ little ubil⸗ 


and ye- ſballl not ſos me. The Diſciples 
underſtood not that Saying; but He ex- 


| plain'd it, by dec laring what ſhauld hap: 


pen to xhem in e en A ſhould 
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4 Letter concerning Regeneration. 69 
not Tee, him. Ver. 20. Veri I ſay unto 
you, Phat") ye hall PTA and lament, but 
5 World Hal. Teiches, but ye ſhall. be for- 
rowful : and in the next Verſe, he com- 
pares their Difireſs to that of a Woman 
in Labour'; but at the ſame Time be 
comforts them, ſaying, Ver. 22, I will ſee 
you again, and your Heart ſhall rejoyce, and 
your Foy no Man Taketh from you... This 
State of rief and Anguiſh is alſo treat- 
ed of in Very many other Places of Seri- 
pture, us "well in the Prophety,. as in the 
Book of Pſalms, | os e eee 
- The proper Source of this Grief, As. the 
Knowledge of ourſelves, by which we find 
ö that there Tr an extream Unlikeneſs be- 
tween God and us, We ſee ourſelves moſt 
5 to him, and that our Fund is en- 
ely corru upted, depray d, and full of all 
Kind 6f Evil and Mali gnity, ſuch as Self- | 
Wh Self Love, Vain-Glory, and in a 
Word, all all' the In juſtice Which Selfiſhneſs 
includes: And thus 1 found within me 
Sin, Dearh „Satan, Hell, the World, the 
Dich, And all Sorts: 'of 1 . s 
© (FO may imagine what a Conſternation 
1 was in; "it was, ſo great, that, in ſhort, 
if the” God of Mercy | 12 not, by his in- 
EN FT; finite 
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56 A Letter concerning en 
finite Love, drawn me to him, 1 ſhould 
never have preſum'd to have gone to him, 
ſo extream was the Je: ra and Confuſi, ion 
that coyer d me. Even yet, "when I re- 
flect * it, 1 ſay to, kim. ſometimes, 
how, O my God, could I be ſo preſump- 
tuous, as to offer you ſuch an Heart, ſo 
impure, fo depray d, and corrupted. Alas, 
I knew not that I was in ſuch a deprav 4 


Condition, until thy Goodnefs. manifeſted | 


it to me! vet bleſſed: b 40 by Holy Name 


for this unſpeakable Benefit I, mean, that 


thou haſt diſcover'd to me ny Corruption, 
that thou mighteſf' deliver, me from it, 


It is indeed thy principal Buliceſs, to en. 


erciſe Man, and bring bim Home to his 
own Heart, that be may at length. be- 
come capable to enjoy thee, e ; 
lights are to dwell. 61% Man h 
the dwelling Place 5 be clear 
purified,” for thou holy, © 
fore whom” no 7 may, ſuß 

whom only the Pure in Jeart can ſee, 
'The Love of Pleaſure, 1 e Love 'of tea 
tures, Conciipiſcence, and ie 3 all 
theſe muſt be done away; They muſt be 
not only mortified, but dead, te render us 
e of thy Commbnications, 26 
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I for this thou haſt ſo often invited, 
and even beſought us, that we would come 
to thee, that thou mighteſt be our Deli- 
verer, dur Phy fician, and our Saviour; 
tis (68 this be dia forſake thy Glory, 
and endure fo much Pain and Miſery upon 

Earth, even that thou mighteſt reduce 

wan Ging g Sinners, and exterminate S 
Oo” how "horrid a Miſchief muſt Sin be in 
thy Sight, ſeeing 1 it has coſt thee ſo _ 

to 6xpiate it: O what Bitterneſs of Grie 
what Agonies of Pain, poſſeſs d thee, When 
the bloody Sweat tickled down thy ſa - 
ere 4 Bod) on the Ground! 1 0 the power- 

ful and piercing Love Which thou didſt 

beat towards Souls ! That great Love ſtill 
eonltraineth hee to accompliſh thy holy 
Wörk in us. Thoſe who perſevere in the 
lineriour, 5. e. ſpiritual Life, know it 
well: but to expreſs what they expe- 
rience, is impoſhble. May the Lord be 
eternally prais'd, honour'd, and magnified 


by his whole Creation. Amen. 
Thus I bave, my dear Friend, told you 


ſowewhat of my own State : take it in 
good Part. I could not forbear to dif- 
charge my Mind a little in your Boſom, 
Tho 1 am abſent” from you in Body, yet 
F 4 I ceaſe 


72 A Fetter concerning Aaken, 
I ceaſe not. to. have you, i in my Heart. I 
alſo know that the Lord will, 15 forſake 
vou; 24 tho in Time. You will grow 
Worſe and worſe, yet be 8 4 d at it, 
nor deſpair of the > Goddeſs of, God, for 
ſuch are the Ways throu: which he 
leads his choſen, 8 belt beloved Souls, 
and wherein he makes uſe, | of. infinite 
lag to make us come to the Know; 
dge of our ſelves ; $C and hereby, we ſee, 
how e gear bis 9 is, towards 
us. 94 5 31 7 4 $4 62 Rs * 
nd; am not ignorant, .my. "Teas Friend, 
that you, haye many Croſſes and Afflictions, 
15 they will all Turn to your Good, 
he. divine Spouſe. of your Soul will di- 
rect them all to your Adyantage ; 5. only 
continue faithful to him unto the Death, 


and (ſo far * e from, 5 7 you). he 
will certainly rotect you from all Danger. 


Your Soul js dear and 5 to him, 


and be keeps it as the Apple of his Eye. 
He holds it ſecure in his Hang, that none 
may x rayiſh, it. from; him. Neith her LE 
nor Satan, can purf it, Your Saviour, is 
Four, Defender, He will be your Bugkler 
and. exceeding. great 4 for he iß 
Lope, and * math £9 e 
a9 I 
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4 Latter concerning Regeneration. 7 73, 
and. impart itſelf to others. I have found 
ſo by Experience; but my Pen is not ca- 
pable of expreſſing the exceeding. great 
Love, which he has ſhew'd to ſo knworthy 
a Creature as I am. But if the Lord has 
vouchſafed ſo great Favours to ſuch 3 
Wretch (and God knows what Reaſon I 
have to call my ſelf ſo) what ſhall not 
thoſe _ who are faithful to Nn, and at 
his Hands? ny 

Po you. then caſt all your Cares upon 
him, that he may conduct you, and give 

ou ſuch Succeſs as. he thinks fit. He wi 
8 e Guide through all the Way O þe 
to walk in. And tho you fink 

1 in the Waters of Affliction, 5 tha 
they come in even to your Soul, rs 
Acem ready to overflow it; yet the Lo- 
ver of your Soul will help you out a 
for, as I faid, he is Loye it ſelf; 
that Love being God, is fo . 
0 jealous, ſo intenſe, Þ inflam d, ſo pe- 
netratin 80 that I know not what Name 
to call it by; its Force and Efficacy are 
pnytterable ; the, Floods and Tempeſts 
of Affliction, inſtead of quenching it, ſerve 

ther to make it more enflam 'd in our 
d e by MY a, Eto} that ſome» 
'E mes 


N 


0 
\ 


m4 4 MOT emcerning Regeneration. 


Wu. + 4 ow 4 


. ſhe diffolves, as it were, in the fa- 


cred Ardours of Love, eſpecially in thoſe 


Moments, when the Lord makes her know, 


in a ſenſible Manner, that he would rather 


chooſe to ſuffer over again all the Griefs 
and Pains of his Paſſion, than forſike her. 
* my dear Friend, What 4 great and 
comparable Love is this! Be then of good 
Evite. That Love can well conduct 
ou, and bring Matters to a good Conclu- 
on, altho vou ſeem to find your Telf 
daily im ore and more indiſpos d. Know 
It is this Love himſelf who diſcovers to 
1 you your Indiſpolitions, and the Diforders 
of your Soul, only to deliver you from 
th.” and thereby to prepare vou for 
himſelf, and render you acceptable in. his 
Sight; for he deſires to dwell in you ac. 
cording. to his gracious Prod, Jubn 
xiv. 23. We will come unto you, and make 


bur Abode with you. Certainly for the 


Entertainment of ſuch Gueſts, ſo worthy 
of all Honour and Praiſe, 4 the Place 

ought. to be well and duly prepar d, ac- 
cording gto the Quality. of thoſe who! are to 
15 dwell there, 29 & ; 
0 ſtrauge Humiliation of the deine 
: Majeſty, to ow” fo low, as to concern 
him- 
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1 Letter concerning Regeneration. 55 
kimfelf with the Abominations of Sin, 
that he might cleanſe our Hearts from 
it, and prepare in them a Place for him- 
ſelf ! Offer him then your Heart continu- 
ally, for that End. I know well in what 
Condition you will be, as you come nearer 
to him, but ſo his Love always proceeds; 
for, as I told you, he makes us know our 
ſelves, and our Wretchedneſs, on Purpoſe 
only to deliver us from our ſelves, that i: is, 
from Evil. 

The moſt deplorable wretchedneſs is to 
continue in Sin, for that is to continue 
ſeparated from God: Sin being the only 
Thing that hinders our Union with him. 
1 ballert, and know, O Lord, that thou 
canſt deliver me from my Sin; that thou 
art the Truth, which canſt ſet me free 
from ſelf; and yet I blefs thy holy Name, 
that thou _ haſt youchſafed to make me 
know this Sh, and what it is capable of, 
The Knowledge of my ſelf ought to hum- 
ble me, not only before God,” but alſo 
before the Creatures too ; and particular- 
ly, it ought to cure me of all Inelinatlon 
to judge my Neighbour, and make me for 
the future never RR of ad Body 
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yants of God are ſuſpected, "and a 
one another to be aware of them, * 
| they are actually employ 'd by God, as AS, his 


nels, and our own Faults, . . 


ceptance . in "thy Sicht, WE 4 Wi 
Prayers and Tears, obtain o 


ſunk in the profoundeſt Humility! 15 al. ak 
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That is a notable Fault, and yet a 


vary common one; I mean 'Cenforiouſnels, 
and perpetual ping Fault with others ; 


whence it often happens, that even the er. 


U 


1 1 


Inſtruments t to reclaim 15 90 1 his e 
All this comes from our Ignorance hag 


ſelves; for if v we knew our ſelves, v 
| Father warn Men to be aware of 
fear of being infected with our Co 


ption. May the Lord vouchſafe to Fen 
our Eyes,. that we may ſee — 


thee an Heart 


not Joy, nor Conſolation; I ask on V a 
pliant Heart, a Heart always ſubmiſs and 


re! ign'd.to thee in all Accidents, ox what- 


ever ill Uſage may happen to e. Dit. 


; poſe of me as thou pleaſeſt, an may TY 


Will be done, O God, in Tine and 


Eterni ity! Amen. 


0 deareſt Friend, | _methinks abs 


leave off Writing, my Heart is ſo enlarg d 
towards you, you employ it Night and 


Day. 
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Day, Well then, let Love have its Way; 

1 ſpeak not of any natural Affection, Fit 
of a ſupernatural Love, which the Lord 
himſelf produces in the Soul ; that Love 
which is ſhed abroad in our Hearts by 
the Hol ' Ghoſt,” This divine Love has no 
private, Felfſh Motive or Aim: It ſeeks 
not Delight, or the Charms of an outward 


Triendlbig 4 its e own Act ſuffices it. And 


tho it ſhould meet Croſſes and Sufferings 
from the beloved Object, yet they would 
not diſcourage it: Nay more, tho it 
were to die by the Hands of the Beloved, 
yet would it applaud. the Execution, and 
at the ſame 'Time do all it could to ſerve 
him: o powerful is the Ardour of this 
true and divine Love. Fob xiii. 3. 
But who 1 ; the Beloved, to ” whom by 
_ this adheres? 1 is he from whom | 


* a 4 ; 


"hd" Orig inal, who. UNIT: it what it is ; 3 
Ve ſo Ponent enflames it, that it is 
10 more ſollicitous about Suffering 85 or 
Th ente, provided only that it may 
Love: To Love fuffices Love. 
hit is What all Self. Love is abſolute- 
incapable of; for Nature is ever ſceking, 
13 en Satisfaction” She ſetks Comfört 


and 


738 4 Letter canceruing Regeneration 
and Delight, as well in God, as in the 
Creatures; and when ſhe miſſes them, | 
grows. unealie and diſſatisfied. She fan- 
cies that every Thing belongs to her, ſhe 
would have her Share in every Thing, 
She is ignorant that ſhe has no Claim to 
any Thing, that ſhe muſt die, and be de- 
ſtroy d; and if the knew it beforehand, 
the would pine yy, with Grief and De- 
1 — Nature will not conſent to Suffer- 
ings, and ſhe dreads them, ſo that ſhe 
ſhudders for Fear; and yet ſhe muſt go 
through them: but the Lord at firſt con- 
ceals 1 and after makes her enter 
into them when he thinks fit. And then 
ſhe muſt go on -whether ſhe will or no, 
for all Reſiſtance is vain. Bleſſed be the 
Lord, that then he has no Regard to her 
Complaint; Nature only detains the Soul 
in Priſon, and the Lord will deliver it 
hence, having redeem d it with his own 
Blood. The precious Soul bas coſt him 
too dear to forſake or neglect it, till be 
has brought 1 it back to its. Source, that j is 
himſelf, that. it may enjoy him. 
Such Love does the Lord, bear to. the 
Soul of Man * and \ 


¶ Letter concerning Regeneration. 7g © 
its Enemies, the Fleſh: and Satan, may 


make to detain the Soul captive in their 
Chains, all their Efforts will be confound- 
ed under his Almighty. Power. He is the 
feronger,, who will come upon them and 
overcome them, and divide their Spoils, 
Lake xi. 22. He, in a Word, is the King 
and Conqueror of the Soul's Enemies: He 
is a Buckler and Defence, upon which 
the Soul may ſecurely rely; and he will 
re-eſtabliſh its Peace for the Love he bear: 
eth. tn; 

Indeed his 10 of Souls is. 10 3 
ing great, that it is impoſſible. to deſcribe 
ar, expreſs. what one feels of it. He is 
their Surety, their Corner Stone, and their 
Support. If the Soul be weak, let is 
come to him, and he will be its ng 
if it be ſick, be will be its Phyſician ; if 
it be hungry, he will feed it with Love: 
if it be thirſty, he will give himfelf to it 
for Refreſhment ;_ if it be in Darkneſs, 
| he l enlighten it; if it be encompaſs'd 
With Enemies, he will defend it ; the 
Soul need only, keep quiet and retir d 
within it ſelf, and Love will do all the 
. for his is the Kingdom, the Power, 


and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen, 
2&7 Let 
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oy Tet" "us, © my 0 Tatad, from this 
Time forward, paſs our Life in a ſpiritual 
Kecollection. Let us always turn out 
Attention inward; and altho we find 
there Pain and Uneaſineſs, yet let us re- 
member, that ſuch is the Will of him, 
Who loves us, and will makall Things 
work together for our Good. Let us re- 
eeive all then as from his Hand; without 
Diſtinction or Exception. How happy 
ſhould we be, if the View and Senſe of 
our Wretche dneſs would but make us 
- obtain*Humility ! My Deſires are exceed- 
ingly inffam' d for an Heart perfectly obe- 
dient. I ſeck not Sweetneffes nor Conſo- 
latiens; I wiſh only for an Heart perfe 
ſubmiſs to Gd. But you think T mall 
never have done. Indeed, I I cannot but 
Wonder to ſee my Pen tun on ſo. O 
_ rr 0 Fountain of Love and 

oodneſs;” grant me ſuch an Heart, ſub- 
Will ge bot the” and Bumbled beneath all 
1 qr 80 Lad, thou Kn6weſt what 1 ſts 
= v2 roch artly know” Fe) lor 25 Gye 
ess bas ff 1 diſcov 
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5 think 4 Sina 1 fink” me be in 
the Abyſs mY "nothing! Grant, O Lord; 
that 


4 Letter concerning Regeneration. 81 
that I may never make any Account of 
my ſelf, or imagine my ſelf ſomething, 
for that would be to fall from thee, and 
give Place to Satan. O let me rather 
live a Life of continual Affliction with my 
Crucified Jeſus | Jeſus; whom I heartily 
beſeech to be my dear Friend's Defender, 
When you bear his holy Croſs, you will 
then be adorn'd with thoſe Jewels, which 
your ſacred Lover beſtows upon you; even 
the ſame he wore himſelf ; with which I 
recommend you to his Love, beſceching 
* to preſerve you from all Evil. 
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F we ola ber Gur 3 conti- - 

nually, ,we-ſhould ſoon attain the ef: 
fectual Knowledge of our ſelves. Many 
Men aſpire after ſublime Scien , and 
are very induſtrious in refin d Enquiries 
concerning the Nature and Origine of Je- 
ſus. Chriſt; but to what Purpoſe is all 
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"our 1 Knowledge, unleſs Chriſt be "Graded 
and brought forth in dür Hearts, aud 
e we believe, that he, and e | 


1 
mean our Sits?” Take: in good Part the 
plain Open-hewtednefs of "this Hop 

ter, and believe me, ein Trad I 
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The Fit LrrER. 
To the Duke of ven. 


07 the Love o Gov. 


* Am perſwaded, My Tak, that 
wp the only true Way of loving 
our Neighbours according to 
the Obligations of Chriſtiani- 
ty, is to love them in God, 
and for his Sake ; ſo that our Regard: for 
them be the Effect of our Love 2 God. 
But the Love of God is little known a- 
mong Men, and their Ignorance makes 
them fear it, and keep at a Diſtance 
from it. They can form no Notion of 
that ſweet Familiarity, wherewith the 
moſt tender of all Parents treats his Chil- 
dren. They know only an Auſtere and 
Almighty Maſter ; they think of him with 

a ſervile Dread, and behave towards him 
with a forc'd and natural Conſtraint. They 
27 WE de 
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do well with Regret, and they Would do 
ill if they durſt, and could ir them- 


ſelves impunity.” To love God, ſeems a 
burthenſome Obligation, they ſogk to elude 
it by Formalities and outward Worſhip, 


which they would: ever ſubſtitute in the 


Place of à ſin ncere and effectual Love; 
they even chicane and cavil him, 
that they may give him the leaſt they 
can: Whereas, if the had once known 
by Experience what i is to love God, they 
would renounce all other Joys for the 
Sake of it. * 5 $29 120; enge 13 
All hir Love requires, is an orderly and 
Anemihte Life; only that we ſhould do 
that for God's Sake, which the Dictates of 
our own Reaſon oblige us to; only, I fay, 
that we ſhould do thoſe Things for the 


Love of God, which the honeſt Men of 
the World do from | Principles of Honour 


and Self-Love.” We need abſtain only 
from "thoſe Things which Reaſon forbids, 
and for all beſides, leave it in the order 


which God has eſtabliſt d in the World: 
Let us act with Honotir and Vittue; but 


let us do ſo only for his Sake, from whom 
we. 8 woo to hom we owe all 
. e "4 1 een bn hin 
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Of the Lane G o 92 
Ehe Love of God requires not of the 
Generality af Chriſtians ſuch Auſterities 
as thoſe of the ancient Hermits; either 
their Retirement, or their Contemplation: 
It cammonly requires no extraerdindry or 
heroick Efforts, no Renuneiation of law- 
ful Poſſeſſions, nor to depart from the Ad- 
vantages which our Rank in the World 
entitle us to. It obliges us only to be 
juſt and moderate in the lawful Uſe of 
theſe Things. It only forbids; us to ide: 
| lize them, and place our Happineſs ; in poſ⸗ 
ſelſing them; we are freely allow'd to uſe 
them according to his Appointment, and 
ob z to tend to him. 

Nor does this Love encreaſe our aa 
Pay they are already ſow'd thick in all 
Conditions of Life. They ſpring from the 
Inſirmities of our Bodies, and the Paſſions 
of our Minds: they come from our own 
1 Imperfections, and thoſe of other Men, 
with whom we converſe: Tis not there- 
fore the Love of God which gives us thgſs 
Troubles; but, on the contrary, it ſweetens 
them to us by the Conſolation wherewith 
it ſeaſons our Sufferings. It even dimi- 
niſhes our Oroſſes, in the ſame Degree 
that it moderates our Paß ons and aur Ne 
484 OO "WS Nw ſentments, 


88 cf the! Las of Gov 
ſentments, which are indeed the Source 
of all the real Evils that happen to us. 
If the Love of God were perfected in us, 
by making us {it looſe to all we now fear 
to loſe, or ſeek to get; it would put an 
End to all our Griefs, and fill us with a 
| bliſsful Peace and. Contentment...- rin 
Why then ſhould Men ſo much fear a 
Love which occaſions no Suffering, which 
on Hrectos all, and brings. with it every 
lid Good? They are much their own 
Enemies, who fear and enden. this 
Love. 2 7 
The Command of Love 1. fr a raw 
being an additional Burthen to the other 
Commandments, that, on the contrary, it 
renders them caſie and pleaſant. What 
we do out of Fear, and without Love, is 
always irkfome; hard, and painful: What 
we do out of Love, and from our o.] 
free Choice, altho! difficult in it ſelf, be ⸗ 
comes upon that Account pleaſing to us. 
Our Deſire to pleaſe the God we love: 
makes us; if We ſuffer, love to ſuffer; 
And a Suffering | which * one ves, is 10 
longer a Suffering. eee ee 
This Love Angus ood in the Ons g 
der, Which God has rd d. Pol leaves. 


of 22 5 
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Of the" Loss of Gov, 385 
the Great in their Grandeur, making them 
humble before Bim, who has made them 
Great. It leaves the Mean in their Mean- 
neſs, rendring them content to be nothing, 
but in him. Such Contentment, in the 
loweſt Place, is not indeed Meanneſs, but 
conſtitutes the true Grandeur. x 

This Love "regulates and animates all 
Ger Loves, which we owe to the Crea 
tures. We never love our Neighbour ſo 
well, as when we love him for God's 
Sake, and with that Charity, which his 

Spirit ſheds abroad in our Hearts. When 
we love Men without Regard to G od, 
tis always from Principles of Self. ntereſt. 
That Intereſt may be of a groſſer Kind, 
as for the Sake of their Wealth or Fa 
vour ;/ of more ſubtile and diſguis'd, as 
the Vanity of Loving diſ-intereſtedly, ſome 
particular Fancy, or the Pleaſure of be- 
ing lov'd by Perſons of Merit; but fill 
Intereſt is our Motive, and: Self-Love is 
at the Bottom, which we would diſguiſe . 
under the Name of a generous Friendſhip. 

The true Way therefore of Loving our 
Friends, is to love them in the Order of 
God, to love God in them, to love 
ab God has giyen them, and to bear? 
$5 fn Þ (908: pat ient⸗ 


58 Of ibe e V do 
| patiently for his Sake the Want of what 
he has not given. When Self-Love is 
the Motive of our Friendſhip, as that is 
impatient, exceptious, jealous, full of 
Wants, and void of Merit, it is ever di- 
ſtruſtful of its ſelf and its Friend: It 
tires; it is diſguſted; it ſoon ſees an End 
of what it thought greateſt; it is ever 

diſappointed; it would always have Per- 
fection, but never finds it; It is eaptious, 
changeable, and reſtleſs. But divine Love, 
as it is diſintereſted, makes us love our 
Friends with Allowance for their Faults ; 
It expects not more in them, than God hay 
put there: It regards only God, and his 
Gifts: It thinks all Right, provided it 
loves cuba God has given, and bears with 
bat he has not given, but permits, and 
would have us bear with in cee 
Fo. his Deſigns. £479 4 
Divine Love never . Perfo@ion ; in 
| the Creature: It knoweth that to be only 

in God, and delights in ſaying to bim, 
Ibo is like unto thee? All it ſees imper- 
Hence, as it expects Perfection in no Cres 
ture, it is never diſappointed. It loves 
God and {We ihe in every Creature, ac- 


cording 8 


\ | 


cording to the Degrees of Goodneſs in 
each. It loves leſs, what is leſs good; 


it loves more, | what is better: It loves 
All, becauſe none are quite deſtitute of 


this Gifts of God; and the wickedeſt of 


Men are, While this Life laſts, capable of 


becoming good, and receiying the Gifts 
which they want. 

"He loves for God's Sake all that God 
has made, and has commanded him to 
love. He loves more, what God would 
have more dear to him. He regards in 
| an earthly”! Parent his Heavenly Father ; 5 
and in every Kind of Relation, the re- 


ſpective Alliances which Providence has | 


made. For we cannot love God, without 
loving the Things he hath commanded 
us to love. That they are his Work, and 
that he commands us to love them, is a 
double Motiye to our Charity. 
It is true indeed, that we ſhould rather 
chooſe to die, than to love any Thing 
more than God ; for he ſaith in his Go- 
ſpel, I any Man love Father or Mother 
more than me, be 4s not worthy of me. 
Nor can it be that we ſhould love any 
Thing more than God, which we love 


52 for his Sake. But lone heartily 


for 
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1 Sake all his Images, all that contain 


his Gifts, all that he would have me 


love. From this ſolid Principle, I ſhould 
not be wanting to. any, neither Relations 


nor Friends. Their Faults will not fur- 


prize me, for I expect Imperfection in 


every Thing that is not my God. I ſee 
only him, in whatever has the leaſt De- 


gree of Goodneſs: tis him I love in his 


Creature, and nothing can change that 
Love. That Love indeed is not always 


fond and ſenſible, but it is real, faithful, 
conſtant, and effectual; and ſuch as, in 


my deliberate Will, I prefer to all other | 


Yee 


res reer j 


How fo aiftinguiſh the Motions of G. race 
from thoſe of Nature. 


To the ſame. 


Have colfidered the Difficulty you find 

in diſtinguiſhing the Motions of Grace 
from thoſe of diſguisd Nature. We can- 
not have any certain and preciſe Rule for 
. within ourſelves, but muſt judge by 
. 


| Croce, from thoſe of Nature: & 93, 
* outward Conformity of our Actions to 
e Precepts and Counſels of the Goſpel, 1 
If we had beſides this any inward Rule 
to diſcern the ſupernatural Principle from | 

that of Nature, with an infallible Cer- | 
tainty, we might then have a certain AL, | 


— 
* 
— 


ſurance of our on Holineſs, and an 

Infallibility, to conduct ourſelves by Inſpi- 
ration: but this is directly contrary to the 
Obſcurity of the Life of Faith, the Un- 7 
_ certainty of a State of Pilgrimage, ank 
that Dependance wherein we ought to 
live with Regard to our Superiors. 

We ought not therefore to ſeek what 0 
is. incompatible with our preſent Condi- | 
tion; I mean, ſuch a certain Rule for 
diſtinguiſhing the Motions of Grace from 
thoſe. of Nature, which can but too well. 
imitate it; and yet, on the other Hand, it 
ſeems moſt . important for defending us 
from Deluſion, that we ſhould have ſuch. 

a Rule: We are oblig'd to follow the 
Attractions of Grace, elſe we reſiſt God, 
and 'grieve his Spirit; but how can we 
follow the Attractions of Grace, without 
a certain Rule to diſtinguiſh them from 
the 4 mann Motions of diſguis' d Nature? 
* 5 Wy This | 


94 Hoes t0 RI the Motions 
"his is the Difficulty, let us now ſeek 4 
Remedy . | 
This Difficulty can have no Place tak 
I have ſhew'd already) in Things forbid- 
den by the Precepts or Counſels of the 
Goſpel: The Attractions of Grace can, 
never incline , to any Thing g. contrary to 
theſe ; ſo that the Purity 'of Morals 17 | 
hereby ſecur d abſolutely i in all Caſes, and 
all th Doubt, that can remain, is only 
to diſtin guiſh, between good . which 
of them is the moſt conformable 5 * 
Attractions of Grace. 1-7 23 
It is true indeed that "We have no. "ine 
ward Aſſurance in making this Choice, g 
We have only the c outward Circumſtances 
with the Lays of Chriſtian Prudence. to 
determine us, but we have no certain in 
ward Rule to aſſure us, whether our In- 
clination for o one good Work, rather than 
another, ſprings from Grace or Nature. 
What ſhould give us full Satisfaction here 
is, That it is not conſiſtent with our pre- 
ſent State to haye ſuch 4 certain and i in- 
fallible Aſſurance concerning, our Actions. 
It. 1 is the Will of God that we ſhould be kept 
Obſcurity and Uncertainty concerning. 
our own Righteouſneſs, which we ſhould 


Nor 


of Gritte, from thoſe of Nature. 57 
not be, if we had a clear Diſcernment 
of all the Operations of Grace. That 
Grace therefore muſt of Neceſſity be 5 | 
commodated to the Darkneſs of our S 
and operate with continual Obſeurity. 

Nor indeed is it to be wondred at; that 
we ſhould be ignorant, whether we act 
purely from the Principles of Grace, when 
we have no certain Affurance even that 
we are in a State of Grace; we are ſo 
lable to the Deluſions of Self. Love in the 
moſt dangerous Inſtance, (for we may miſ- 
take even a State of Death for the ſpiri- 
tual Life) that theſe venial Errors con- 
cerning good Actions, ought not to ſeem 
ſtrange to us. But what muſt we do in 
this dark Night? Even what we -can; 
and then reſt ſatisfied. This Conduct of 
Fidelity and Peace (Fidelity, in doing the 
beſt we can, and Peace, in being ſatisfied 
with it) in fo painful an ee 3 
a cruel” Martyrdom to Souls, who are 
very zealous for their ſpiritual Advance- 
ment. It is true indeed, that notwith- 
ſtanding the Uncertainty of our Pilgrimage, 
there are ſome, tho uncertain Appear- 
atices, which'tnay ſerve to nouriſh within 
| us an humble Confidence, that we are in 
* a State 


86 — rhe Moron 
a State of Grace: there are alſo certain 
Klimmerings of Grace, amidſt the.Dark- 
neſs of the obſcureſt Faith; which, from 
Time to Time, give us tranſient Difcove- 
ries of our following the Attraction of 
Love, and advancing towards Perfection. 
But when God thinks fit to mingle Light 
and Darkneſs, Light ſufficient to preſerve 
us from, Error, and Darkneſs ſufficient to 
prevent a total Security; He ſo blends 
theſe: two together, that it is not poſſible 
to ſeparate them, or find any 'Thing fix'd 


and certain whereon we may rely with 


Aſſurance. 
I The beſt Marks, that we act by Grace; 
are 1//, when the Action is pure, and per- 
fealy agreeable to the Evangelical Coun: - 
8 2 240, When it is perform ' d in Sin- 
gleneſs of Heart, in Tranquillity, without 
Eagerneſs, and in a Diſpoſition to deſiſt 
willingly, if Duty ſhould ſo require. 3 dy, 
When after. it is perform'd, one does not 
_ dwell upon it, with Anxiety to have it 
approv d, but leave it to the Judgment of 
- God. 4thy, When it leaves the Mind in 

peace, Simplicity, and Humility. 
All theſe Marks indeed are of a ſubtle, 
delicate Nature, and ſuch as cannot be 
$462? a | ex. 
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expreſs d, ſo as to give a ſenſible Demon- 
tration. But altho the Application of 
them is always min gled with ſuch Dark- 
neſs as is proper to a State of Faith; yet 
this is certain, that God, without, pre- 
ſcribing ſuch fix d Rules as might ſerve for 
a ſenſible Support, accuſtoms the Soul to 
hear his Voice, to know it, and to follow 
it, altho ſhe cannot account, by philoſo- 
phical Principles, for the preciſe Rule by 
which ſhe judges. He gives her tranſient 
Aſſurances upon proper Occaſions,” and 
again withdraws them;without leaving any 
Traces behind, The great Danger is, leaſt 
we ſhould interrupt his Work by Diſquie- 
tudes, and an Impatience to act contrary 
to what our State requires, and ſee our 
Way diſtinctly in the midſt of Darkneſs, 
through which we muſt advance inceſſ ant- 
ly, as it were feeling out our Way, - *. 
++ have but one Thing more to obſerve, 
which is, that we can oftner diſtinguiſh 
what comes from Nature, than what from 
Grace. -Your Buſineſs therefore, is not to 
hearken to the Suggeſtions of Nature, 
whether they come from Lazineſs,'or Haſti- 
'nefs, from refin d Reaſonings, or groſs 
3 but let them all drop as it 
. Were 
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Wert; And bad out peer Mind, without 
interrupting your in ward Peate of Spirit. 
In this Peace, fellow ſimply what your 
Heart dictates to you Us beſt hefore God, 
for dying to your-ſolf;'and\ pleaſing the 
Beloved: This is the ſureſt Rules which the 
Obfeurity of our preſent State will admit 
ö. If hy 'rhe Spirit yo mortifie the Deeds 
the Nilo, , Rull nue, Rm. vill. 13. 
But great Care muſt be taken tolavoid 
falling mmto Scrupuloffry, and a dangerous 
tp Töuble of Mihd; about methodizing all 
our doings in ſueh Manner; that we may 


: Leaaffara; we act therein by Grace. This 


would be to extinguiſh my by endea- 


| Youritigt to get #n'Aﬀſurance that we fol- 


io it; and under Pretenes ef greater 


Security,” to enter again into all the Re- 


ſearches of that Self-Love, Which we 


would fly from. It would — Br the 


real Attractions of Grace, by fee 
them ſuch Certainties as 600 never Fg 


tended; It would be to paſs eur Lives In 


Vain Reaſonings about the Operations of | 


| Grace, -without' ever reſigning Our ſelvess xb 


its Conduct; and, in a Word, to-follow 5 
Nature, by- abit; g other Laadehees *0f 


Grace than the ** State ill Arni ol. 
_—_. * Vidus 
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How ſearce true Faith is. 5 
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— is: a better þ 5 
ve muſt ſuffer with Jes 
| ee can reign with him? 
Do we conſider this World as a decei 
Appeatative;/ and Death as the Entrance 
to true "Ebods? Do we live by Faith? 
Does it animate us? Do we reliſh the 
| W273 ctef« - 


. 


© 3 Reſins fir. 


; Fahy at all, 


eternal Truths it preſents us with? Are 
we as careful to nouriſh our Souls with thoſe 


Truths, as to maintain our Bodies with proper 


Diet? Do we'atcaſtom” our ſelves, to ſee 
a. Things in the Light of Faith? Do 

nr” 4 all our Judgments by; it ? Alas, 
ot greater Park of Chriſtians think and 
act like mere Heatben. If we judge (as 
we juſtly may) of their Faith by their 
Practice, ave. muſt conclude wor: have no 
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LET. us {3 2 leſt on: . of 


God ſhould be taken from us, and given to 


others, wlio may bear better Fruits. That 


Kingdam od is Faith reigning in us, 


and governing all our Thoughts. Happy 


he, who has Eyes to ſee chis Kingdom. 


Fleſn and Blood eannot diſcern it. The 
Wiſdom. of the animal Man is 2 


blind to it. The inward Operations of 


God appear as a Dream to him. To know 
the Wonders of God's Kingdom, we muſt 


be born again; and to be born again, we 
mult. die: this is What the World cannot 


conſent to. Let the . then deſpiſe, 
7 dts er o Sev amis 21 and 
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cee) Day fe the 2695. 0 
and cenſure,” and condemn the Truth, as 
it pleaſes: As for us, O Lord, thou 
haſt commanded us to believe, a>} to taſt 
thy heavenly Gift. We deſire to be of the 
Number of thine elect, and we know that 
no Perſon can be of that Number, who 
does not N his et to what thou 
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Of ohe g 1 ro Heaven, 
TRIVEu to enter — — G | 
Matth. vii. 13. The Kingdom of Hea- 
ven is not to be enter d but by Violence: 
It muſt be taken, as it were, by Aſſault, | 
like a beſieg d Place. The Gate is ſtrait 
and narrow, we muſt bow, we muſt bend, 
Ve muſt make our ſelves little, to gain 

Admittance. The great Gate, which opens 
wide, and is paſs d by Multitudes, leads 
to Perdition. All broad and ſmooth Ways 
are dangerous. Wo to us, when the 
1 favours us, and dur Life ſeems 

H 3 | void 


4 3 
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8 = 166 Trouble. Oroſſes and-Diffieultiey 
are; the ſureſt Marks of the Way no Hear 
ven. Let us hel aware therefore: of going 

on With the Maltitude, and let us ſeek 
the Traces of the Few; let us follow the 
Footſteps! of the Saints along the craggy 
Paths of Repentance; climbing over Rocks, 
ſeeking ſecure Places in the Sweax of our 
Face, and expecting that the laſt Step of 
our Dives ſhould be ſtill a violent Strug- 


gle to enter the narrow Gate of Eter- 
nity, BY Fa s A&A 44 
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WE are not prodeRinated bs God, but 
| don made conformable to che Image of 
his Son ;- to be faſtned, as he was, to 4 
Cros, renouncing, as he did; all: ſenſual 
: e and to be content, like him, 

in the midſt of Sufferings. But, blind as 
re are, we would get down from this 
L Croſs, which unites us to our Maſter. We 
cannot leave the Croſs, but we muſt alſo 
forſake Chriſt cruciſed; for the Croſs and 
He are inſeparable,” Let us then live and 
die with him, who came to ſhewy us the 
due a tar Heaven ; and . only 
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| Sacrifice on the-fame' Altar, whereon his 
was conſummated. Alas! all our Endea- 
vours here tend only t& be more at Eaſe, 
and thereby to withdraw our ſelves from 
the true Way to Heaven. We know not 
What we do. We do not compreſſend 
the Myſtery” of Grace, which joins a 
Beatitude with Tears, pronouneing the 
Mourners happy. The Way which leads 
to” A Throne, is delightful, altho it 
ſhould be overgrown with” Thorns. The 
Way which leads to à Precipice; is dread- 
ful, althe it ſhouldt be cover'd with Ro- 
ſos: We ſuffer indeed in the ſtrat Way, 
but we hope: We ſuffer, but we fee-Hea- 
ven open: We ſuffer, but we chooſe ta 
ſuffer ; - we pe Gs * are enen 
eee Fare 
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Fear be, leaſt we ſhould not kniſhy our. 
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CO ORE ðVbͥ oO DET 1e4; a: 
ow frequently do Men deceive 
-' themſelves by that vain Religion, 
which St. L warns us of, Chap. i. 26. 
Somè think it conſiſts in ſaying over many 
0 W others, in doing many outward 
Works to the Glory of God and Service 
of our Neighbour. Some place it in con- 
tinual Deſires of Salvation, and others in 
eat Mortifications. Theſe Things are 
all good, and even neceſſary to a certain 
Degree, but none of theſe: is the princi- 
pal Thing, or Eſſenpe of true Piety. That 
Piety, by which we are ſancified, and 
entirely devoted to God, conſiſts in doing 
his Will preciſely in all. Circumſtances of 
Life. Take what Steps you pleaſe, do 
what g ood Works you will, yet ſhall you 
not be FR Ye but for having-done the 
Will of the Sovereign Maſter.” Altho' 
your Servant ſhould do wonders, yet if 
he did not that very;Puſineſs which: you 
would habe done; you would Ty: "vals 
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THAT perfect Devoting our ſelves to 
God, from which Devotion has its Name, 
requires not only that we ſhould do the 
Will of God, but alſo, that we ſhould do 
it with Love. He ooeth a chearful Giver, 
and without the Heart, no Obedience is 
acceptable to him. We ought to think it 
an Happineſs. to ſerve ſuch'a Maſter. Let 
me add, that this Devoting our ſelves to 
God, muſt be habitual; we muſt be alike. 
reſi gd to him in all Circumſtances, even 
thoſe that are moſt oppoſite to our Views, 
gur Inclinations, and our Projects; and it 
muſt keep us in a conſtant Readineſs to part 
with our Eſtate, our Time, our Liberty, our 
Life, and our Reputation. To be effectu- 
ally in this Diſpoſition, is to have true 
Devotion. But as the Will of God is of- 
ten hid from us, there is ſtill one Step 
farther to make in this renouneing our 
ſelyes; tis to do the Divine Will with a blind 
Obedience, I ſay a blind, but yet: judi- 
eons Os This is vhat all Men 
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are oblig Kt to; even thoſe who are moſt 
enlighten d, And capable to lead others to 
God, muſt 1 ſubmit to be lead 


by him. 
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AoE na d have hen: kong 
0 eftang'd from God; and are) as it 
wer at a great Diſtance from him think 
wbdbdhbeir Return to him perfect, as ſooty as 
they have taken a few Steps towards it. 
The moſt polite and ſenſible Men are, 
upon this Occaſion,” as ignorant and ab- 
ſurd, as ſome Country Clown, who ſhould 
 fhink himſelf well at Court, becauſe he 
Had ſeen the King. They have foffaken 
7 the more heinous Kind of Vices, their W a 
RF bol living is leſs criminal than it us d to be. 
= And then they judge of themſelves, not 
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jj by the Goſpel (the only ſure Rule) but 
if by comparing their preſent Life with their 
| former. ”y theſe Means they- perſwade 
—_—  **. them 
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themſelves, that they ute in A daſe-Cons 
dition; and take no farther Gare for their 
Salvation This State perhaps is more 
dangerous; than that of ndtorious. Sirls 
nord; for the Condition of theſe laſt may 
ſome: time or other trouble their Conſcien⸗ 
ces; and put them upon Endeavours of 
Amendment: But the imperſect Convert: 
fion-of the fermer, ſeryes only to ſtiſle tho 
Remorſe o Conſcience) to give them a 
falſe Ge Bane: OY Malady 
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I have examin'd 17 palt Life, faith 
one, and remark d the Faults of it: I read 
good Books, I go to Church conſtantly, 
and I ſay vers, ag heartily 
enough. Ow refrain mat 0 7 
Sins at leaſt; but I cannot ſay, ok La — 
fo far affected, as to live as if 1 wg 
belong to the World, and kept no- 
ſures with it. Rel on would be too * 
gorous, if it left no Room for ſome mol. 
lifying Expedients. The Refinements in 
Deyotion, which ſome” propoſe-to-us;-are 
carried t00 fax, and ſerye only to. diſtou- 

Men, — Such 75 ig ee of a 
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lahewarm Chriſtian, Who would purchaſs 
Heaven at a cheap Rate, who conſiders not 
— what is due to God, nor what it has coſt 
thoſe, who have attain d the Enjoyment 


Slim A Man of this Character, is ſtill 


far from à true Converſion: He knows 


neither the Extent of God's Law, nor the 


Duties of Repentance. If he had been 


to make the Goſpel, it would have been 
a different Kind of Inſtitution, and more 


0 indulgent to SelfeLove. But the Goſpel 


is unchangeable, and by that we ſhall be 


| ag d at the laſt Day. 
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5 "0 2 not the Hörld, neither the 
Co Things, that are in the World,” I 
John ii, 15. How comprehenſſ ive are theſe 

| = _Words? 
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tv 6. "Y Moth. 168. 
W fs J 2 World is that blind and de- 
prav d Multitude; which Jeſus Chriſt con- 
demns in his Goſpel, and for which he 
refus d to pray at his Death. The World, 
in one Word, is all thoſe who love them- 
ſelves, or the Creatures, without Regard 
to God: We are then that World our 
ſelves, as long as we ſo love our ſelves; 
and ſeek that in the Creatures, which can 
be found only in God. Happy that Holy 
Apoſtle, to 2whom-the World was crucified; 
and. he crucified to the World, Gal. vis 4. 


Sq 1 tl on % 17.082 308710 
WHAT a Happineſs is it to be con- 
vinc d, how truly contemptible the World 
is !- He that parts with the World for 
God, parts with but a Trifle; and they 
are lamentably weak, who think they 
have done ſome great Matter in forſak ing 
it. Every Chriſtian has already renoune'd 
it in his Baptiſm; thoſe whodive in the 
ſtricteſt Retirement, only keep to that 
Engagement with more Precaution than 
others. To ſeek the Haven, is to fly the 
Storm. one 
A * 8 6 | VI. 
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or not to will what one has. An impa- 
tient Soul is a Slave to Paſſion, having 


here beſow, confiſts not in an 
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* 9 Aae pale . e 
Luke xki. 19. The Sul loſes it ſelf 
AImpatienee; whereas, when it ſubmits 
without" tepining, it poſſeſſes it ſelf in 
Peace, and it alſo poſſeſſes God. To be 

impatient; is to will what one has not 


caſt off the Reſtraints of Reaſon and Faith: 
What Weakneſs! What Error is this! 
As long as we will the Bvil we endure; 
it is not Evil; why then ſhould we make 
it a real Evil, by refuſing to bear it wil- 
lingly ? The inward Peace veſides, not in 
the Senſes or itferiour Appetites, but in 
the Will. Ie may be prefety'd amidſt the 
bittereſt Sbrrows, as long as the Will 
continues in a firm Reſignation. Peace 
tion 
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from Suffering but in a voluhtary Acctep- 
t . of it. | F. 41 Yi 1 
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To hear your murmuring and repining; 
it would ſeem that you are the moſt inno- 
cent Soul living ; and that it is great In- 
juſtice, that you fire not admitted into 
the terreſtrial Paradice. Remember how 
you, have offended God, and you muſt 
acknowledge his righteous Dealing with 


you. Confeſs to him, with the Humility 


of che Prodigal Son, Father, T have ſiuncu 
againſt Heaven, and thee: I know how I 
am. indehted to thy Juſtice, but I have 
e the 
Debt. If it were left to me, I ould 
deceive, 1 ſhould ſpare, I ſhould | 
my ſelf. But thy merciful Hand executes 
What I ſhould never have had the Courage 


to do; it cores me in Love. Grant alſo 
that I may endure with Patience its falu- 


tary Oorrections. If a Sinner has à jult 
Indlignation againſt himſelf, the leaſt lie 
can do is, to receive the Penance, which 
0 not the nee to n 
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HY Will be done in Earth, as it is in 
14 Heaven. Nothing is done here, any 
ve than in Heaven, but by the Will or 
i Permiſſion of God; but Men do not al. 
ways love that Will, becauſe it is often 
13 oppoſite to their Deſires. If we ſincerely 
Iovd this Will of God, and only this, we 
=” Mould change our Earth into an Heaven, 
Me ſhould thank God for every Thing, for 
Evil, as well as Good; becauſe Evil would 
become Good from his Hand. We ſhould 
I not then murmur at the Guidance of Pro- 
4 * JFidence; but approve, and adore it. O my 
f God, what do I ſee in the Courſe of the 
Stars, in the Revolutions of Seaſons, in the 
ml -Events of Life, but the Accompliſhment of 
May I love it: May it ſweeten and endear 
3 all Events to me: May I annibilate my 
1 dun, to make thy Will reign in me. For it 
| 


* thine, O Lord, to will, and mine to obey. 
II. 
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every Day of the Month. Ig 
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THOU haſt faid, O Lord Jeſus, of thy 
ſelf, with Relation to thy heavenly Fa- 
ther, That thou akvays didſt what pleaſed 


him, John viii. 9. Teach us how far that 
Example ſhould lead us. Thou art our 
Pattern. Thou didſt nothing upon Earth, 
but according to the Will of zhy Father, 
who vouchſafes alſo to be called ozrs. Do 
thou fulfil his Will in us, as thou didſt 
in thy ſelf. Grant, that we being inſepa- 
rably united to thee, may never ſeek to 
do our own Will, but +7s; fo that not 
only our religious Actions, but even our 
Eating, Sleeping, Converſing, may all be 
done with no other View, but that of plea- 
ſing him. Then ſhall our whole Conduct 
be ſanQifted. Then ſhall all our Deeds 
become a continual Sacrifice, inceſſant 
Prayer, and uninterrupted Love. When; 
O Lord, ſhall we arrive at this Diſpoſition ? 
Do thou vouchfafe to conduct us thither : 
Do thou vouchſafe to ſubdue our rebellious 
Will by thy Grace, for it knows not what 
it would have, and nothing is truly good, 
but a Conformity to h Will, - 
I VIII, 
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RAY * ceaſs Fre, I Thel. v. 15. 
Such is our Dependance upon God, 
that we are oblig d, not only to do every 
Thing for his Sake, but alſo to ſeek from 
him the very Power to do ſo. And this 
happy Neceſſity of having Recourſe to him 
in all our Wants, inſtead of being grie- 
vous to us; ſhould be-our greateſt Conſo- 
lation. What a Happineſs is it, that we 
are allow'd to ſpeak to him with Confi- 
dence, to open our Hearts, and hold fami- 
liar Converſation with. him by Prayer? 
He himſelf invites us to it; and as St. 
Cyprian well obſerves, we may judge how 
ready he is to give us thoſe good Things, 
which he. himſelf ſollicits us to ask of 
bim. Let us pray then with Faith, and 
not loſe the Fruit, of our Prayers, by a 
wavering Uncertainty ; which, as St. James 
teſtifies, hinders the Succeſs of them. The 
ſame Apoſtle adviſes us to pray when we 
are in Trouble, becauſe thereby we ſhould 
we find 


1 


find Conſolation; yet we are ſo wretched, 
that this heavenly Employment is often 

a Burthen, inſtead of a Comfort to us. 
The Lukewarmneſs of our Prayers is the 
Source of all our * Infidelities. 
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and 0 fs: knock, and it fhall be 
opened unto you, Matth. vii. 7. If Riches 
were' to be had for asking, with what 


would Men ask for them ? If Treaſures 
were to be found with looking for, what 


Place 'would eſcape their Search? If by 


knocking they could gain Admittance in- 
to the King's Counſel, or the higheſt Pla- 
ces of Preferment, what a knocking ſhould 


we hear? Divine Grace is the only true 


Good, yet the only Thing they neglect; 

the only Thing which they have not Pa- 
tience to wait for. The Promiſe of Chriſt 
is infallibly certain, and it is our own 


12 *- 


Earneſtneſs, Aſſiduity, and Perſeverance, 


Fault, if we do not find the Effect of it. 
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ORD, to . go? thou 


haſt the Words of eternal Life, John 


vi. 16. Tis Jeſus" Chriſt who muſt be 
'hearkaned to: Men are no farther: to be 
heard or believ'd, than as they have the 


Truth and Authority of Jeſus: Chriſt. 


: 


vet incarnate for me, make thy ſelf un- 


Books are only ſo far good, as they teach 


us the Goſpel. Let us go then to this 
ſacred Source. He therefore only ſpoke 


and acted, that we may hear him, and 
apply our ſelves to ſtudy the Particulars 
of his Life. Wretched as we are, we 
follow our own vain Thoughts, and neg- 


lect the. Truth it ſelf, whoſe. Words 


give eternal Life. O unereated Word, 


derſtood in my Soul. Speak, Lord, for 


thy WW Bearb. and deſireth to obey 


Nee, e ad ont en oh oat grind 
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MEN often ſay, that they would glad- 
ly know, what they ſhould do to advance 
in Virtue. But when the Spirit of God 
bas taught us what is to be done, our 
Courage often fails in the Budkntion. 
We eaſily ſee, that we are not*what we 

ought to be; yet we think we do a great 
deal in barely wiſning that we were bet- 
ter- All Kinds of wiſhing er - willing, 
that are not ſtrong enough to make us 
ſacriſice whatever is an Obſtacle to t La in 

our Way to God, paſs for nothing. I. 'E 

us therefore no longer hold che ruth 

eaptivs in an unrighteous Lukewarmneſs. 

Let us hear what God ſuggeſts to us. Ler 

us prove the Spirit that moves us, to 

diſcern Whether it be of God; andif it 
be, let höthing hinder our Obedicice. 

The Plulmiſt pray d to God, not o only to 

teach him his Will, but alſo to teach him 

to do it. Teach ins i do thy Will,” for 
thou rt ny God Spirit is good; lead 
me into t Laus Uprightnels, TRY 
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Ex HEY 1 are Ghrefts,: baus cruci- 
1 fed the Nieſb ævith the Aﬀettions aud 
Lifts, Gal. v. 24. The more We fear 
Croſſes, the more Reaſon have we to 
think that we want them: Let us not be 

ſcouraged, when the Hand of God lay- 
eth heavy ones upon us. We ought ta 
judge of the Violence of our Diſeaſe, by 
the Violence of the Remedies, which our 
| ſpiritual Phyſician preſeribes us. It is 4 
great Argument of our own Wretched; 
neſs, and of God's Mercy, chat notwith- 
ſtanding the Difficnity of our ;Recov 
1 vonchſafes to undertake our Cure. Let 
us then draw from our very Afflictions a 
Sourge of Love, E Comfort, and Truſt 
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in Hides ſaying with bis Apaſtle, Our 
Sion, auhc. is hut fir a. Moment, 
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Jan more excνñ⁰ aud 


eternal: Meigb ef „ 2 Oor. div. 17, 
Bleſſed are they which mourn, and: ſow in 


* becauſe they full reap * in / 
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effably 


effable Joy the Harveſt of eternal Fe- 
FR. 


I. 


J am crucified with Chrift, ſaid St, 
Paul, we are faſtned to the Croſs with 


him, and by him; for his Grace keeps 
us there, and for his Sake we chooſe to 


continue there, leaſt by forſaking it, we 


ſhould part from him. O ſuffering and 


adorable Jeſus ! to whoſe Sacrifice ky unite 


my ſelf, do thon communicate to me, to- 


gether with thy Croſs, alfo thy Spirit of 
Love and Reſignation, Make me think 
leſs of my Sufferings, than of the Happi- 
neſs of Suffering with thee. Make me 


love thee, and F ſhall not fear the Croſs"; 


and altho my Sufferings ſhould be very 
great, yet will they not W N than 1 
ebooks to 9 255 
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( Meekneſs and Humility., 


"EARN FP; me, fer Lam meek, = 
4 lozply..of Haart, Matth. xi. 29. If 
: any other than Jeſus had taught this Leſ- 
ſon, the Imperfection of the I eacher 
would have Furniſh! d us with. Objections 
to the Doctrine. He. therefore taught it 
bimſelf, and that too by his on Exam- 
ple, which. is ſuch, as ſhould ſilence all 
Objectious; ſuch as ſhould make us adore, 
be confounded, and imitate. What, the 
| Son of God deſcends from Heayen to Earth, 
takes a corruptible Body, and dies upon the 7 
Croſs, to ſhame us out of our Pride] He 
who is All, annihilates. himſelf; and, 1, 
who am nothing, would be, at leaſt would 
have others think me, quite other than 
what I am! What an impudent Vanity, 
and diabolical Preſumption is this, our 
Lord faith not, Be 3e meek and lowh : 
but he faith, I am meek and lowly of 
Heart ; 'tis enough to know that he is 
humble, to 2, concings that we ought to be 
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every Day of the Month. 
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ſo, His Example is ſuch an Authority, as 

none may find a Diſpenſation for, much 
leſs the Sinner, who may well chooſe Hu- 
mility, when he has deſerv'd Damnation. 


IK. 


OUR Lord joyns Meekneſs with Hunaiy 
lity, - becauſe Humility is the Source of 
true Meekneſs. Pride is ever haughty, 
impatient, and captious ; but he who de- 
ſpiſes himſelf,” is content to be deſpis d. 
He who thinks nothing due to him, will 
not think himſelf neglected. The true 
Virtue of Meekneſs, is never the Effect of 
Conſtitution; all Appearances of it, that 
are the Product of mere Nature, ariſe from 
Weakneſs, Indolence, or Cunning. To be 
meek towards e AS: well renounce 
our-ſelves.; 2 

To Meekneſs, our. Lord ads Lowlinefs 
of Heart; tis no ſpeculative” Conviction 
he requires, but the real Bent and Inclina+ 
tion of the Heart; tis a Lowlineſs, to 
which the Will conſents, and which it 
loves for the Glory of God; tis an entire 
Diſtruſt of ourſelyes, our own Parts and 
A. chat we may owe our Cure to 
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T3z Pint Neft for 
God alone. To deſpair at the Sight of 
our own Wretchedneſs, is not Humility, 


. A mol b ere ed Kind * . 


A . DAY. 
of the Fouls s of others... 


EAR ye one anothers Burdens, Gal, 

vi. 2. Charity does not require of 

us, that we ſhould: not ſee the Faults of 

others, but that e ſhould avoid all need- 

leſs and voluntary obſerving. them; and 
that we ſhould not be blind to their 

Qualities, when we are ſo ſharp-ſighted 
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to their bad ones. We ſhould always re- 


member what a Change God may every 
Moment work in the moſt unworthy of 
Men; we ſhould bear in Mind the many 
Reaſons we have to deſpiſe ourſelves, and 


conſider that true Charity, as it ſees all 
Things in the ſame Light that God does, 


muſt horny nog ly extent" it * to To 


nake away our Knowledge of r los 
4 ** FA temptible, 
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temptible, but it teaches us to bear with 
it in a devout Submiſſion to the ſecret 


Deſigus of Providence. It does not permit 


us to humour ourſelves in an impatient or 
diſdainful Temper; and as it makes us 
principally regard, and only rely upon 
God, ſo it prevents our being diſappointed 
or provok d at the Folly and A 
We aha yo in 2 pn N 


te ren N M n n 
WHAT, if others are weak, is that a 
Reaſon for your no longer keeping any 
Meaſure witk them ꝰ You, that complain 
of their troubling you, do you give no 
Body any Trouble 2 You, that are ſo much 
ſnock d at the Faults you ſee, are yon 
your ſelf without Fault e If all, to whom 
you have been burthenſome, ſhould return 


the Trouble they have had with you, you 


would be oppreſs d with the Weight. And 
beſides, even ſuppoſing that Men had no- 
thing to reproach you with, yet conſider 
farther, what Obligations you lie under 
from God, to ſhew that Forbearance to- 
wards others, for which you know you 
pit aaa abundant Occaſion at his * 
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HO art troubled and: careful about 
1 ; many Things, but one Thing is need. 
ful, Luk. x. 41. We think we have many 
Buſineſſes to do, and we have but one. 
If that be performed, the others are in- 
cluded in it. If that miſcarry, whatever 
Succeſs the others may ſęœem to have, they 
will all come to nothing. Why ſhould ve 
then divide our Heart, and our Care 
O my only Buſineſs, thou ſhalt heneefot- 
ward be my only Care! In the Ray of 
divine Light, I will each Moment peace. 
ably perform, according tomy Abilities, 
what Providence puts in my Ways od 
will be careful for nothing elſe, becauſe 
nothing — Buſineſs. ect 
anal eee gauge des abi 
198662 20 {ATED II. "a un 2 un; 
SHADY A Moy enen oi Gonnriomms 
I have finiſhed the Wark: which. thou, O 
Father, gaveſt-me: to do, John vii. 4. Each 
of us ſhould be able to ſay as 1 
IIIA 
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the Day of Judgment. I ought to conſi- 


der the Buſineſs,” which occurs in the daily 
Order of Providence, as the Work which 


God appoints me; and I ſhould apply my 
ſelf to it in a Manner worthy of God, iz. 
with Exactneſs, and with Tranquillity. I 


ought not to neglect any Thing, or be paſ- 
ſionately vehement about any Thing, for 


it is dangerous to do the Work of the 


Lord negligently On the one Hand, or on 


the other, to appropriate it to our ſelves 


by Self-Love and falſe Zeal : in this laſt 
Caſe, we do our Actions from a Principle 
of Self-Will; we are eager and anxious for 


the Succeſs, and that under the Pretence 
of ſeeking the Glory of God. Thus Self- 
Love diſguiſes it ſelf under the Appearance 


of Zeal; and grieves, and is afflicted, 
when — in its Deſigns. O God, 
grant to me the Grace to be faithful in 
the Action, and reſign'd as to the Succeſs 


My only Buſineſs is to do thy Will, and to 
do it as thy Will, not forgetting thee in 
the Performance of it: It is thine to give 


my feeble Endeavours the Succeſs thou 
pleaſcſt, even none if thou ſeeſt fit. 
We Fairer * __ 
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1 tGeirequired.of thee ; then whoſe ſhal 
2 7. bings be enbich thou haft provided? 
Luk. xii. 20. Deplorable is the Blindneſs 


of Men, who will not think of Death, but 


divert their Minds continually from 2 
[Thing that is inevitable, and which they 
might render happy by thinking of it. No- 
thing is ſo dreadful as Death, to thoſe 
who are fond of Life. It is ſtrange, that 
the. 


and of the future, ſo as to take 
Meaſures in the one for the other. We 
doat upon this World, as if it were never 


to have an End; and we neglect the next, 


as if it were never to have a Beginning. 
THEREFORE or 5e 405 . 


r. in ſuch an Hour as ye think not, the 


Lon 
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Experience of ſo many Ages ſhould 
not make us judge ſolidly of the preſent, 


al 
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Sm of Man cometh, Matth. xxiv. 44. 
Theſe Words are addreſs d to every one of 
us in particular. Yet all Men (for few 
even among Perſons of Piety are to be ex- 
cepted) reckon upon a long Life, and 
form Projects accordingly. And what is the 
Reaſon of ſuch an obitinate Hops of Le 
tis becauſe we lobe it paſſionately. And _ 
whence is it that we affect to remove 


Death to ſuch a Diſtance from us ? tis 


becauſe we do not love the Kingdom of 


God, and the Grandeurs of the World to 
come. O groſs and ſtupid Mortals, who 

cannot raiſe themſelves above this Earth, 
wherein, even by their own Confeſſion, they 
are miſerable! The true Manner of pre- 
paring for the laſt Moment, is to ſpend all 
the money well, "and ever to expect that. 
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Of our Hopes in Eternity. 
Ab | e 1 
E bath not ſeen, nor. Ear heard, 
neither have entred into the Heart of 


Man, the\Thi * which God hath prepared 
for 
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Beyer. ſuffer enough. Theprwere tant. 
' ported, with, Jay; when wh. found 
| orthy of ſome great Hutmiliation; and 
e; lukewarm Souls, Me would ſuffet no- 
E ung; and the) Reaſon is becauſgoave : 
| —— thoſe Hopes that ſhauld ſupportꝰ . | 
We fink: under the lighteſt — even 
Nat Leh, e dene 
Pride, Folly, or W 
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THO 9E 2 1 in T, Tab ſhall reap 
in Joy, Pſal. cxxv. 5- We muſt ſow, that 
we may reap,. and this Life is "FRE. Sec 
Time; in the next, ave- hall reap the 
; Fruit of our, x Labours, iT ” Larnal- Man; 
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7 Dif of the Moith. my 
j lazy. and haſty, would reap without fow- 
ing. We would ſerve God at little Coſt. 
1 


We would have the Ways to him made 
wide, and finooth, and eaſie. To hope 
much, and ſuffer little, is what Self. Love 
ſee that the Kingdom of Heaven ſuffers 
Violence, and that only thoſe who do 
themſelves violence; are worthy to enter 
into it? Let us mourn, and be in Grief 
here below, ſince "Blgſtd are they that 
mourn: and Wo is pronounc'd to thoſe, 
who receive their Conſolation in this Life. 
The Time will come, when all vain Joys 
will be confounded. The World ſhall 
weep in its Turn, and God ſhall wipe ul 
1 _ our 4, ntl 
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ITE us this Day. our „ daily Bread 
By this Bread is meant, not only the 
yy Food, which Providence ſupplies 
| K us 
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Piu Ne flacbions r 
alſo that Nouriſhment of 
Truth, Which he daily provides for our 
Souls; tis the Bread lib nduriſber h to 


eterual. Liſe : which: makes the Soul en- 


creaſe}! Ad grow: ſirimg in the Trials uf 
Faith. This God. allots us each May, ap- 
pointing preciſely thoſe inward Piſpoſi- 
tions, and dutward Circumſtances which 


are moſt proper to make us advance in 
Faith and Self- Denial; and we feceive our 


daily Bread fram himęin — from 
hit Hen BY: une | 
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- if HUNGER: ee gives a Reliſſi to 
Food, and makes it. digeſt. Why have 


we not an Hunger and Thirſt for "Bagh, 
teouſneſs ? Why are not our ſpiritual 
petites as keen as thoſe of the Body? We 
think the Man ſick cyhg has loſt his Ap- 
petite: and ſo it is with our Souls; they 
languiſh, and are in an evil State, as long 
as they are without a ſpiritual Hunger for 
that Food, which cometh from God. The 
Nouriſhment of the Saul is TI und 
Righteouſneſs. To know what is til 


Good, to he filled with it, to > bo Afength- 
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ned by 7 that is the ſpiritual Food, the 
Bread of Heaven we are to feed upon. 
Let us appear before God with the Ear- 
neſtneſs of Beggars, who crave ſome Bread 
to ſubſiſt on. The worſt Kind of Poverty 
2 to be ſenſible of our Wants. Let 

us, therefore read and pray with this men- 
tal Hunger, for what ould feed our 
Souls; with this vehement Thirſt, for that 
Water which, ſpringeth up into everlaſt- 
ing Li fe. Nothing but an (earneſt. and 
— 2 Deſire of Inſtruction, « can qualifie 
us for the Knowled ge of the wondrous 
Things of God's Law. Every one receives 
this Knowledge only in the ſame Degree 
as he deſires it. A great. Degree of this 
Deſire i is the proper Preparation for receiv- 
ing the Sacrament of weder Super 
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See I unto you, John xiv. 27. All Men 
K 2 | ſeek 
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ſeek peaes; but they feel it Where it is 
not to be foünd 37 Whey Tek it in tie 
World, which is ever promiſinꝑʒc but can 
never give us & ſolid Peace: Thur is the 
Gift of Chriſt alone, Who recbwulles the 
Man to himſelf, fabdues the Paſſions, ſots 
Bounds to the Deſires, inſpires the Hopes 
of eternal Bliſs, and gives the Joy of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Auch Joy as pernts in che 
midſt of Sufferings, and flowing from an 
inexhauſtible Sduzde, becomes a perpetual 
Spring of Delight, which the World can- 
not owes or dit, | 


. ae | 19506 N te . A WHY C (NIV 
TRUE Peace is not $0 fund 
in the Poſſeſſi 
non of God cannot be attaim d hut by 
aud Obedience: Remove all forbiddeit 
Objects: Renounce all unlawful Deſires 
Caſt off all earneſt Care and Anxiety : : 
Deſire only God: Seek only God: and 
then you ſhall have Peace, ſuch à Peace 
as the World ſhall not be able to diſturb. 
For what can trouble you? Is if Poverty, 
Diſgrace, Diſappointments, dutward or 
W ar og 0 You ſhould fee all thefts 
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in'the Hand of God as real Favours, which 
he diſtributes to his Friends, and which 
he vouchſafes to give you A Share in. 
Then the World will have a new Appear- 
| ance. rs e prove in- 
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Said of Langhter, it is mad: and of 
1 Mirth, -what - doth it? Eccleſ. ii. 2. 
The Joys of worldly-minded Men are like 
thoſe of delirious Perſons, who have loſt 
their Reaſon; by. Diſtemper, Deluſion is 
the only OCauſe of their Pleaſure : they 
think, themſelves in Abundance, when in 
Reality they are · quite deſtitute.” Death 


will end this Dream of Folly, and when 
they awake, they ſhall be confounded at 
their Poverty. Miſerable therefore are 
thoſe, hom the- falſe. Pleaſures of the 
World render, incapable of true Confola- 
tion. Let us ſay continually of ſuch vain 

\ ! K 3 Mirth, 


134 Pie Rolls f. for. af 
Mirth, what Aub it? Nothing is a ſolid 
Subject of Joy, but our Hopes of God's Fa- 
vour; all other INE 1 but a n. 


1 1. bog... 82 

JESUS ſaid to the Woman of 1 
Mhoſcecer drinketh of this Water, ſhall 
thirſt again, John iv. 13. This may be 
apply'd to all worldly Satisfactions; the 
more we enjoy them, the more we want 
them. The Poſſeſſion of Riches does but 
encreaſe our Thirſt of them. Avarice and 
Ambition are more uneaſie for what they 
have not, than pleas' d with what they 
have. The Enjoyment, of Pleaſure ſoftens 
the Soul, depraves it, and makes it un- 
ſatiable. The more we divert our ſelves;- 
the more we want Diverſion; and it is 
caſier to perſevere in a State of Feryour 
and Penitence, than to recover it again 
when we have given Way to Pleaſure and 
Relaxation. Let us therefore watch over 
ourſelyes, and abſtain from thoſe Waters, 
us keep our Heart with Care, that it be 
not ſedused by the yain Joys of the World, 
0 which will end _ in * 19.) 


to XIX. 
* | by 4 1 4 


ee 135 
$110 MOT: * 


XIX. DAY. 


Of Holy Tears. 


1. \ 


5 LESSED. are rhey thats mourn, for 
RI they ſhall -be-comfortedy\ Matth. v. 4. 
What new Kind of Tears are theſe ? 


: (faith, St. Auſtin). they make happy thoſe 


wha ſhed them, This Happineſs confiſts 
in. being afflicted for the Wickedneſs of 
the. World ; the many Dangers-which ſur- 
round us, and the inexhauſtible Corruption 
our own, Hearts. It is a great Gift of 
od, to fear loſing his Love; to fear, 
leaſt we. ſhould wander from the ſtreight 
Way. The Saints ſhed Tears for this. It 
is, difficult to rejoyce while one is in Dan- 
ger of loſing what one values moſt, and of 
loſing one ſelf with it. It is impoſſible 
not to be afflicted, while one ſees nothing 
but Vanity, Errour, Offences, Forgetful- 
neſs, and Contempt of the God we love. 
Grief is due to ſo many fad Occaſions of 
Sorrow: our Grief ſhall be pleaſing in 
the Sight of God. He himſelf inſpires it; 
his Love cauſes our 'Tears to flow, and 
ts . K 4 he 
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WE hear Jeſus Chriſt ſay, Wo want. 
you. that laugh" mow, faro yi Mall wat 
and weep. NM und hon that: wrt" ri 


for ye haue received your Conſolation: Luk 
vi. 4, 25- and yet Men fee Mirth and - 


Riches. He alſo. ſaith, Bigſſad ard they: 


that weep; yet they fear nothing mare 
than. Sorrow. We should grieveb here, 


not .oply for the, (Dangers ef our -own!! 


state, but for every Thing that is: vain 


and criminal. We ſhould woep fer f 


are for athers :: all deſerve of 


Tears. Happy then Tears whith-Hpring+ 


from Grace, Which make us dißtehicht theſe: 
tranſitory Things, and prodabe in 
the Pele of the good 'Thihgs ef Eter· 
nity, N 4469 oft la nid T 9 IA: 99. 
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Of Worldly* Wiſdom. 
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AHR W idom of="WorKlly-mitided" 
Men mult needs he grent, ſinc& our 
Lond! aſſures us that ie Is greater than” 
that: of the Ghidren of God; yet with 
all its Pretẽuſotis and fair Appearances, it 
is fatal tal ſe who As ug it, "This 
crooked and ſubtle Wifdom is moſt op po- 
ſite to that of God, which is ever Bein 
ami: ſimplꝰ f and what does it avail Its 
Profeſf6rs, ſooitig they are always taken in 
their o Devices? The Apoſtle St. 
Pames ſaithrof this Kind of Wiſdom, that 
itsis:'Edy+b4,” Animal; (or Senſual) and 
Depiliſb, Jam. iii. 15. Earth, becauſe 
it confiries its Care to the getting or poſ. 
ſeſſing the Things of the Earth. Animal 
or Senſual, becauſe it ſeeks only to make 
Proviſion for gratifying the Paſſions or 
ſenſual Appetites; and Depiliſb, becauſe to 
the Subtilty and Penetration ar Demon, 


it 2 alſo the Malice. 


* 
ö 8 A 


Men ſo qualified, 
| | think | 


138 ur Zune r. 
think to impoſe upon others, but in the 
Event, they deceive only. themſelves. 


1 II. | 


BLIND therefore are all thoſe, who 
think themſelves wiſe without the Grace 
of Jeſus Chriſt, which only can make us 
truly wiſe. They are like thoſe, who in 
2 Dream think themſelves awake, and 
believe all the Objects they imagine, to be 
true and real: and while they are purſu- 
ing their vain Projects of Pleaſure or Am- 
bition (ſo great is the Infatuation that 
poſſeſſes them) they ſee not what lies in 
the Way before them, ſometimes Dilgrace, 


always Death, Judgment, and Eternity. 


Theſe great Objects daily advance, and 
approach nearer to prophane Men; yet 
they ſee them not. The » heir political. Skill 
forcſees every Thing, but the inevitable 


Fall and Annihilation of all they ſet their 
Hearts upon, 0 mad and infatuated, 
when will ye open your Eyes to the Light 


of Jeſus Chriſt, which diſcovers the · Empti, 
neſs 1 all Grandeur hers below? 
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7 7 better to „ Wa in the 10 than 
to put Confidentc"in Man, Pfal. exviii, 
g. Men are ever truſting to one another, 
to weak Friends, to unfaithful Servants; 
yer they fear to put their Truſt and Con- 


fidence in God. They will rely upon the. 
Hand-Writing of ſome great Man, but 


they will have no Aſſurance i in the Goſpel. 
The World promiſes, and they believe: 
God proteſts, and they doubt whether 
they ſhould believe or no. What a dif. . 
reſpe& to him! What a Miſchief to them- 
ſelves is this? Let us reſtore the true 
Order of Things, and regulate our Confi- 
dence by the Laws of a true proportion. 
Let us perform what depends upon us with 
Moderation; and expect what depends 
upon God without any Reſtriction. Let 
us repreſs all Haſtineſs of Paſſion, and all 
Sollicitude diſguisd under the Name of 
Zeal; ſo we ſhall eſtabliſh ourſelves in 


4 and become like Mount Alon, which 
n never be moved. et 


I 
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oon Truft in God, with Regard to 
our Salvation, ſhould be ſtill more rais d 
and firm. I can do. all. Things throws 
Chrift, who firengrhens me, ſaid St. 2 
upon this Account, Phil, iy, 3. When, h 
thought I ſhould; be able, to do every 
Thing, 1 was incapable of doing any, 
Thing now that J deſpair, of my ſelf, and, 
have no! Hope PTE t but eue 
able, to do every T —— happy, 
akneſs this, Which makes mg find in. 
600 | what j 15 wanting in my ol;glory. 
ig; my lafirmities, and the Mix! 3 
ife, becauſe they ergo. to gurg, 
litakes concerning the. Nunn on 
lf, 1 ought to think my felf happy, that. 
bl —_ Afflictions have redug d we 
to remities ; ſince t 74 Lt 175 
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devout Children, who. aye: ar Haden 
dance but r um 
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ey ſuch tt fire ant Him in ke 
ſe! Eecluf vii, 39. Why do we dela 
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to caſt our ſelves into th h of” 
Abyſs 3 Te mo 1 881 he 


ore we loſe e our ſelves there- 

in with Faith" and Love, the ſafer 
wie be. Let us give our ſelves up to Cog. 
„or Appicleniion of Ban- 


nim; 7 and that Love enereaſing daily, Mall 
piodugein" ue all the other Virtues, He 
alone ſhall ll our Heart, which the Wed: 


jor bor d "and intoxicated, but . 


oat ow us overt the World, Which 6 
perhaps" we do already.” He will alter 
little in vii Actions, and only correct the 
Motive of them, by making them all be 
referr'd to himſelf, Then the moſt ordi- 


pry and ſeemingly indifferent Actions ſhall 
be- 


1 


ras "Plow Refeblions for 

become Exerciſes, of Virtue, Sources of 
Conſolation. We ſhall chearfully behold 
Death approach, 6s the Beginning of Life 
immortal; and as St. Pau. 5 
ſhall not be uncihth d, but clothed upon, 


un Mortality : ſhall be. ſwallowed up of 


Life, DEC. Agd we ſhall then. dif- 
cover the Depth of Gods Mercy, high he 
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| C0 NSIDBR, in the Preſence of "God, 
the Effects of chat infinite Mere . Which 
vou have. already experienced, the, Lights 
Which Chriſt has given n. whe, good 
Thoughts he has, inſpir d you Witb, the 
Sins he has pardoned, the Dangers;he, has 
preſerv'd.you from, and the extraordinary 
Aſſiſtance he has afforded. you. Endeayour 
to excite your Loyg towards. him by theſe 
precious Marks of hig Goodneſs. „Add to 
theſe, the Remembrance of. the Croſſes. he 
has diſpens d for your, Sanctifcation; for 
thoſe alſo are the Riches of his Mercy, 
which you ought to ' conſider z As; fl © 
Teſtimonies. of his Loye. 3 
paſt Favours inſpire you with a 
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kim for future. Learn from the 
that he has lov'd'* you too much, not to 
love you ſtill. Diſtruſt not him, but only 
. your def. Remember that, as his Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, He is the Father of _ and 


* 


God of all Conſolation, 2 Cor. i. He 
ſometimes ſeparates theſe two : Wis Con- 
folations are withdrawn, but his Mercier 
ſtill continue. He takes away what is 


ſWeet and ſenſible in Grace, becauſe you 
want to be humbled and puniſhed for ha- 


ving ſought Conſolation elſewhere. Such 
ChaNtiſement | is fill a new Depth of — 
as 2h oY 
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I. 


T 7 Toke is eafie, and ny Burthen 
light” Matth. xi. 35. Let not the 


| Mg 7 Yoke deter us, for *tis the Yoke 


of Chriſt, and he helps us to bear it; he 
makes us Jo it; he endeéars it to us by 
the ' inward Charms of Righteouſneſs and 
oy 912 Truth. 


244 5 

Truth. He gives « Diſgult * falſe 
Pleaſure, and renders the Practice of Vir- 
tue delightful. He ſupports the Mati againſt 
himſelf, - frees him from Original Cor- 
- ruption, and makes him ſtrong notwith 
ſtanding his Weakneſs. What feareſt thou, 
O Man of little Faith, let God exert 
himſelf in thee. Abandon thy ſelf. to 
him. You ſhall ſuffer, 3 
ſuffer with Love and inward Tranquility, 


You ſhall öght, but you ſhall gain the 


Victory: The Lord himſelf ſhall fight for 
you, and reward your Succeſs, You ſhall 
weep, but your Tears ſhall be pleaſing, 
and God ſhall himſelf wipe them from 
your Eyes. You will be reſtrain'd from 


following your Paſſions, but after a free 


Sacrifice of your Liberty, you will find 


another Kind of Liberty, unkfiown to the 


World, and more valuable than W 
Empire. 
II. 

| WHAT Blindnels is de te # ok engaging 
too far with God! The more we love 
him, the more we ſhall love his Com- 
mandments. That Love will comfort us 
in Loſſes, ſweeten our Croſles, ſet us free 
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Som allitocher dangerous Affections, make 


us ſee even through a Cloud of Afflictionss 
the Merey that diſpenſes them to us, and 
make us diſeover in Death itſelf eternal 
Glory and Bliſs. What then are we a- 
Faid of a Can we havertor much of God ? 
I It a Misfortune to b& freed from the 
heavy Yoke of the World, and to bear the 
ght Burthen bf Jeſus Chriſt ? Do we fear 
to be too happy; too much deliver d from 
our ſelves} from the Caprices of our Pride, 
the Violence of our Paſſions, and ns 
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HERE the Spirit of the Lid is, 

there is Liberty, 2 Cor. iii. 17. 
The Love o Liberty is one of the moſt 
dangerdus Nuſſions of the Heart of Man, 
and. it happens with this, as with the reſt 
of ee it 'deccives thoſe who fo 
Jort Lit 5nd anſtead of true Liberty; it 
L. re- 
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146 Pious Reflettions fr 
reduces them to the hardeſt and moſt 
infamous Servitude, for what elſe can we 
call the Life of worldly Men? What do 
they endure to obtain and preſerve the 
good Opinion of thoſe whom at' the ſame 
Time they deſpiſe > What Trouble have 
they to ſtifle thoſe Paſhons, which they 
would controul, and gratifie thoſe which 
they would indulge, to hide their inward 
Vexations, and fave Appearances ? Is this 
the Liberty we are ſo fond of, and which 
we are ſo unwilling to ſacrifice to God > 
Where is this Liberty to be found? I ſee 
nothing but Conſtraint, but baſe and un- 
worthy Subjection, but a wretched Ne- 
ceſſity of diſguiſing our ſelves, we refuſe 
our ſelves to God, who deſires us only 
to ſave us; and we give our ſelves up to 
the World, which can only enflave and 
ruin us. 
II. 
IT is thought, the Men of the World 
do nothing, but what pleaſes them, 
becauſe they have a Reliſh for the 
Paſhons they indulge; but thoſe who think 
thus, do not conſider the Irkſomeneſs, 
the Loathings and Diſappointments, inſe- 

2 parable 


every | Day of the Month. BZ 
5 parable from a Purſuit of Pleaſure ; and 
the many Contradictions and Mortifica- 
tions Which attend the greateſt Prefer- 
ments. The outſide appears pleaſing, but 
within is Vexation and Diſquiet. Men 
think Freedom conſiſts in depending on no 
Body but one ſelf; this is an extravagant 
Miſtake ; there is no ſuch State, there is 
no Condition, wherein a Man does not 
depend on many others, wherein he is not 
more oblig'd to follow their Fancies than 
his own? All the Commerce of Life is a 
perpetual Confinement by the Laws of 
good Breeding,” and the Neceſſity of hu- 
mouring others; and beſides, our own 
Paſſions are the worſt of Tyrants : if you 
- obey them but by halves, tis a perpetual 
Strife and Conteſt within; and if you quite 
give your ſelf up to them, tis horrid to 
think to what Extremities they will lead. 
May God preſerve us from that fatal Sla- 
very, which the mad Preſumption of Man 
calls Liberty! Liberty is to be found on- 
ly in him, 576 Truth ſhall ſet us free; 
and make us experience, that to ſerve him 
is to reign, 
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© ORD, Aden onde cen have. me 

to do? Twas St. Paul's, Enquiry 
50 he was ſtruck to the Earth by Mi- 
racle, and converted by the Grace of that 
Jeſs: whom he had perſecuted. Alas! 


how often have we allo, perſecuted. him 


by our Infidelities, our Humours, and our 
Paſſions, which -have withſtood the Work 
of his Merey in our Hearts? At laſt he 
has ſtruck us down by T ribulation; he 


has eruſh'd our Pride; ; he has confounded 


our worldly Wiſdom; and put Self-Love 


in a Conſternation. Let us now therefore 
ſay to him with a perfect Reſignation, 
Tord, what wouldeſt thou have me to do! 
Hitherto my Return to thee has been very 
defective. I have uſed many Evaſions, and 
endeavoured to ſave all I could from the 
total Sacrifice which I ought to make to 
thee. But I am now better diſpos'd, and 


deſire that thou mayeſt become the abſo- 


lute Maſter of my Life and Actions. 
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NOR is it ſufficient, that the Oblation 
we make to God be univerfal ; tis of no 
Service while it continues looſe and uncer- 
tain, without deſcending to Particulars, 
and being ratified by Practice. Good Pur- 
poſes coſt nothing, and are worth nothing, 
if we do not put them in Execution. We 
muſt deſire our Perfection with greater 
Farneſtneſs, than we ever ſought a tem- 

oral Good, and not do leſs for God, than 
we have already done for the World. Let 
by ſearch our Hearts: Am I determin'd to 
acrifice to God my ſtricteſt Friendſhips, 
my moſt confirm'd Habits, my moſt prevalent 
Inclinations, and moſt agreeable Diver- 
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OW long will ye halt "ol 7200 
Opinions? 1 Kings xviii. 21. No Man 
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Fan ler two Maſters, Matth. vi. 24. Men 


„ Know, 


150 Pibus Refieftions r. 
know, if they would be ſav'd, they muſt 
love and ſerve God :. but they would fain 
ſeparate from that Love and that Ser- 
vice, whatever is burthenſome; and leave 
only what they like. They would ſerve 
him upon the Terms of giving him only 
Words and Ceremonies, and of thoſe Ce- 
remonies, only ſuch as are not too long 
and tedious. They would love him upon 
the Terms of loving with him, and per- 
haps above him, Things which he has 
forbidden and condemn'd. They would love 
him upon the Terms of diminiſhing no- 
thing in that blind Self-Love, whereby 
inſtead of referring themſelves to God, 
by whom, and for whom they. exiſt, they, 
on the contrary, refer God to themſelves, 
and betake themſelves to him only as a 
Source of Comfort, when the Creatures 
fail them. They would ſerve him and 
love him upon the Terms of being 
ſometimes aſham'd of him, and not ven- 
turing to give him any more than the 

World fhall allow and approve of. What 
kind of Love and Service is this ? 


60 D will admit no other Terms with 
us, but thoſe which we covenanted in 
our Baptiſm, wherein we promiſed to re- 
nounce the World for his Sake. His firſt 
and great Commandment requires that 
we ſhould love him unreſervedly with 
our whole Heart, and Mind, and Strength. 
Can he be ſaid truly to love God, who 
pays a great Deference to the World his 
Adverſary, againſt which he has denoun- 
eed ſo many judgments 2 Can he be 
ſaid to love God, who is afraid of know. 
ing him too much, leſt he ſhould be too 
far engaged in his Service ? Can he be 
ſaid to love God, who ſatisfies himſelf 
with not affronting him, and takes no 
Pains to pleaſe him, nor is zealous for 
an Opportunity to ſerve him? God 
ſets no Limits to his Love towards us, 
and therefore our Returns to him 188 971 
* of n. my: Nature. 
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: XVII DAY,” 


| Of ſpending our - Time cal. 


£2 


L* ar dv food eobtle we Dave Time, 


Gal. vi. 10. The Night cometh, in 


which no Man can work, John ix. 4. Time 


is precious, but Men know not its true 
Value; nor will they learn it, till it is 
too late. Our Friends ask it of us, and 
we beſtow it as if it were nothing worth: 
nay ſometimes it is a Burthen we want 
to get rid of; yet the Day will come, 


| n= we ſhall think one Quarter of an 


Hour more valuable than all the 'Trea- 
ſures of the Earth. God, moſt liberal and 


bounteous of all other Things, teaches 
us, by the frugal Diſpenſation of his Pro- 
vidence, how careful we ought to be 
to make a good Uſe of Time, becauſe 
© he never gives two Moments together, nor 


grants us a ſecond, till he has withdrawn 
the ft, ſtill keeping the third in his 


o Hand, ſo that we are in a perfect 
" Uncertainty whether we ſhall have it or 


no. Tir ime is given us to prepare for Fil: 


nity, and Eternity will not be too long 
to regret our loſt Time, if we have made 


8 
„ 


1 2 


ALL our Life, as well as all our 
Heart, is due to God: they are neither 
of them too much for him. He gave them 
only, that we might love and ſerve him, 
Let us therefore rob him of nothing. We 
cannot every Moment do great Matters 
for him, but we may always do what is 
proper for our Condition. To be filent, 
to ſuffer, to pray, when there is no Room 
for outward Action, is an acceptable Of- 
fering to God. A Diſappointment, a 
Contradiction, an Injury received and en- 
dured for God's Sake, is of as much Va- 
lie as a long Prayer; and the Time is 
not loſt, which is ſpent in the Practice of 
Meekneſs and Patience. But for this we 
muſt be cautious, that thoſe Interruptions 
do not happen by our own Fault. Thus 
we ſhould regulate our Life, and redeem 
"the Time, as St. Paul ſpeaks, flying from 
the World, its vain Amuſements, uſeleſs 
eee and unprofitable Con- 
1 tte ane 
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fs Piu Reſtectionr for 
verſations, which ſerve only to diſſipate 
our Minds, and indulge our Self-Love, 

By theſe Means we ſhall find Time for 
the Service of God; all that i is ſpent other. 
_ i lot... 
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VV Fett, Gen, xvii, 1. They are the 
Words of God to Arabam, inſtructing us, 
that to live in the Preſence of God is the 
Way to Perfection. We never depart from 
that Way, but by lofing Sight of God, 
and forgetting our Dependance upon him. 
God is the Light by which. we ſee, and 
the End at which we ſhould aim. In 
all the Bufineſs and Events of Life, we 
ſhould conſider only the Order of his Pxo- 
vidence, and we ſhall maintain a ſufficient 
Senſe of his Preſence in the midſt of our 
Bunſieſs, as long as we have no other 
Intention i in 3 45 but purely that 
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tain. oo wat. 


4 


i». OCT 3 35 OCT 1 mM 5 


every Day of the —_ 155 
* 


I will. lift up mine Eyes to the Hills, 


from whence cometh my Help, Pfal. cxxi. 


1. Looking only to our Feet, will not be 
ſufficient” to 'deliver us from the many 
Snares that ſurround us ; the Danger in- 
deed is below, but the Deliverance can 
come only from above ; thither muſt we 
lift up our Eyes to him, from whom our 
Help cometh. Our Enemies encompaſs us 
inceſſantly ; nor are we in leſs Danger from 
within, by Reaſon of our Infirmity : 'We 
have no hope but in Jeſus Chriſt, who 


| haz overcome the World for himſelf and for 
us: His ene will 8 our Ins 
firmities. 


eee "A 


XXIX. DAY. 
Of the Love we ought to have for God. 
HOM have 1 in Heaven but thee ? 
and there is none upon Earth, that 


7 ee thee, Pfal. lxxiii, 25. When 
we 


* 4 ” 3 7 a i 
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we ſay to God, that we love him with 


all our Heart, tis often a mere Form of 
Words, without Truth or meaning. Men 
learn it when they are young, and they 
continue to uſe it when they are grown 
up, without thinking of what they ſay. 
To love God, is to have no other Will 
but his; to keep faithfully his Law, and 
have in Abhorrence all Violation of it. 
To love God, is to love what Chriſt 
low d, Poverty, Humiliations, and Suffer- 
ings; it is alſo to hate what he hated, 
the World, and its Vanities; Can we be 


ſaid to loye an Object which we. do not 


deſire to reſemble 2 To love God, is to 
deſire to converſe with him, to wiſh to 
g0 to him, to ſigh and languiſh after 
him. That is but a feigned Love, which 
Hoes. not deſire to ſee the Beloved, 


0 U R>Lord came to bring Fire, upon 8 
Hs: Luk. xii. 49. and deſired that 
Fire might overſpread it. Yet Men live 
in a deadly Coldneſs and Indifference. 
They love Money, Buildings, Titles, and 
"Bs Chimera they call Reputation; they 
| love 


every Day of the Month. 157 
love even the meaneſt and moſt contempt- 
ible Things; but divine Love rarely finds 


a Place in their Hearts. Do thou, O Lord, 


vindicate thy Right in us, and reign over 
us, notwithſtanding our Infidelities: Let 
the Fire of thy Love extinguiſh all other 
Fires. What can we ſee lovely out of 
thee, which is not to be found in its full 
Perfection in thee, O thou Fountain of all 
Good! Grant us but the Grace to love 
thee, and we ſhall then love thee only, 
thee eternally. 
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\ God of my Heart, and my Portion 
for ever, Pſal. lxxii. 26. Can we 
know Thee, and not love Thee, Thee 
who ſurpaſſeſt all that created Natures 
can comprehend, in Beauty, in Greatneſs, 
in Power, in Goodneſs, in Liberality, in 
Magnificence, in every kind of Perfection, 


and (which moſt nearly affects me) in 
| Lovg 
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Pinne ReflbElions * 5 
Tove for me 2 It ſhould ſeem, that an 
awful Reverence, and the Diſtance there 


is between us, ſhould ſtop me: but thou 


permitteſt me, That is too little to ſay, thou 
commandeſt me to love thee. After this, 
Lord, I cannot contain my ſelf, I am 
quite tranſported. O Sacred Love, who 
haſt wounded my Heart, come to cure it, 
or rather, to make the Wound more deep 
and ſenſible. Withdraw me from all the 
Creatures, they are grievous to me, thou 
alone ſufficeſt me ; I defire nothing but 
Thee: 
II. 

WHAT, ſhall it be ſaid, that vain 
Lovers here below carry their extrava- 
gant Paſſions to an Exceſs of Delicacy ; 


and art thou to be lov'd but feebly, and 
with Limitation > No, my God, Pro- 


phane Love ought not to excel the Divine. 
Shew what thou canſt do in a Heart 


wholly devoted to thee. Thou haſt full 


Acceſs to it, thou knoweſt all its Springs, 
and what thy Grace is capable of exciting 
in it. Thou expecteſt only my Conſent, 
and the Surrender of my free Will. I give 
thee both a thouſand and a thouſand Times. 


Accept 


e. e n 5. My to 


Accept Fay O Lord, exert in them thy 


Divine Power : View me, Conſume me. 
Poor and feeble Creature as I am, I have 


nothing to give thee, but my Love. Do 
thou increaſe it, O Lord, and make it 
worthy of thee. O that I were capable of 
doing great Things for thy Sake! O that 


I had ſome great Sacrifice to make to 


thee ! But all that I can do is nothing. 
To ſigh, to languiſh, to love, to die, that 
I might love more, is all I henceforth 
deſire. 


eee ee eee eee 
| On the Words: 
Tord, teach us to Pray, Luke xi. 1. 


\ Lord, 1 know not what I ſhould ask 

of thee. Thou only knoweſt what 
I want: and thou loveſt me better than 
I can love my ſelf. O Lord, give to me thy 
Child what is proper, whatever it may 
be. I dare not ask either Croſſes or Com- 
forts, I only preſent my ſelf before thee : 
I open my Heart to thee. Behold my 
Wants, which I am ignorant of : but do 


thou 
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158 Of the good Uje of Crofſes: 

thou behold,” and do according to thy 
Mercy. Smite, or heal; Depreſs me, or 
raiſe me up: I adore all thy Purpoſes, 
without 7271 ing them: I am ſilent, I 


offer my ſe 


in Sacrifice. I abandon. my 
ſelf to ory No more any Deſire, but to 
accompliſh' thy Will. Teach me to Pray. 
N thou thy Toe in me. $1 
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Of the good Uſe of Croſſes: | 


E find it difficult to convince our 


«ifting thoſe he loves. Why (it may be 
ſaid) ſhould he take Pleaſure in our Suf. 
ferings > Cannot he render us Good with- 
out affliting us? Yes, certainly, God 
could do it; for nothing is impoſſible to 


him. He has an abſolute Power over the 


Heart of Man, and moves all the Springs 
of it at Pleaſure. But tho he can fave us 
without Sufferings, yet he will not; in 
the ſame Manner as he will not produce 
us in the State of perfect Manhood, but 
cauſes us to paſs gradually through the 
by roubles and Weakneſſes of Childhood 


and 


ſelves of the Goodneſs of God in 


1 
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*. the good Uſe of Croſſes: 161 
and Youth; In theſe Caſes he is abſolute 


Maſter, and we have nothing to do but to 


ſubmit, and ſilently adore "his profound 
Wiſdom, without comprehending the Rea- 
ſons by which he acts. What we may 
diſcern plainly i is, that we cannot become 
Good, but in the Meaſure we become 
humble, diſintereſted, and free from Self- 
love; ſo as to aſcribe all to God, without 
arrogating any Thing to ourſelves. 

Now the Operation of Grace, which 
deſtroys Self-love, cannot (without a Mi- 
racle) but prove painful. God, in the 


Order of Grace; as well as that of Na- 
ture, rarely works Miracles. It would be 
as great a Miracle of Grace, to ſee a Per- 
ſon full of Self-love become in a Moment 


quite diſintereſted, as to ſee an Infant ſtart 
at once into the Perfetion of Manhood. 
God works in Nature and in Grace, but 
in both' he conceals his Operations under 


an inſenſible Series of Events. By this 


Means he keeps us in the Obſcurity of 
Faith. He not only does his Work by 


little and little, but he alſo does it by 
ſuch Ways as are moſt ſimple and moſt 
proper: So that the Means appearing ſo 
ſuitable, humane Wiſdom may aſcribe 


M the 


162 Of ths. gud Uſe of Grafts 

the Succeſs to them, act the Finger of 

God may be gonvealed under the Veil uf 
natural Cauſes. Without this, all that 

| God; does, Would be a perpetual and no- 

dorious Miracle; which. would: quite ex- 


— —— , §—§— a> ww — _ 


clude, and make impoſſihle chat State of 
Faith, which he, has appointed for * 
prefent Life '} AF Ae. Ft yo - 1 , 


This State of Faith ſerves not only to 
Wrox the Good, (making them ſacrifice 
their Reaſon in à Life full, of @bſcurity) 
but alſo; to blind. the Bad, who merit fach 
Blindneſs by their Preſumption. Theſe 
laſt ſee only what is natural in the Werks 
of God; nor. can they attain any right 
VUaderſtanding of them, for want of that 
mee which is indiſpenſably requiſite 
for the Knowledge of divine Things. 
Lis therefore for con the Ope- 
ern of Grace in the Obſcuri of Faith, 
that God renders them ſo low and pain- 
ful. He weans us from the Love of the 
World, by the Inconſtaney and Baſenk ls 
of Men, and the ne Diſappoint- 
ments that attend the moſt proſperous 
Condition: He weans us from, the Love 
of our ſelves, by a ſad Experience of our 
220 pravity. and eee 
T7 Re- 
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Of the Sd Lie — 163 
Kelapſes into Sin. By fuck 4 Series of 
Events, which All appear natural, he makes 
us die to Sin leifurely and by Degrees. 
We would gladly be confumed all at 
onde, to eſcape the lingering Sifferings of 
x loßg and tedious Mortification ; and we 
deſite immediate Perfection only from an 


_ 'Excefs of Self-love. "Tis, I fay, Self- love 


Which makes us murmur at the Length of 
our Sufferings, and chat is che very Thing 
whith God would deſtroy, for while it 
Halls, his Work camnot be-perietted. 

* Why then ffiould we complain? Our 
Dies is the Love of the World, and 
Gut felves. God prepares 4 Train of 
Events, which by little and little morti- 
es our Love of the World, and at laſt 
weans us from Self love. The Operation 


indeed is painful, but our Depravity makes 


it neceſſary. 


The Whole need no Phyſician, 


but the diſeas'd Part muſt ſuffer the Sur- 


Seon's Incifon: He cuts only that he 


may dome at the Bottom of the Sore : 
F he puts us to great Pain, tis only be- 
aufe our Malady is great: We ſuffer not 


"fron: his Cruelty, but his Care and Skill; 
fer he would treat bis own SOR 1 in the 
_ ans Manner. 
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64 Of the good Uſe of Croſſes: 

Tis thus God treats us. He never puts 
us to Pain but unwillingly. He loves us 
with the Tenderneſs of a Father, and can 
take no Pleaſure in our Miſery : but he 
cuts to the Quick to cure the Ulcer of our 
Heart. His Goodneſs obliges him to de- 
prive us of what we love too much, what 
we love inordinately, and in ſuch Man- 
ner, as to binder our loving him. And 
when God thus treats us, we grieve like 
Children, who are deprived of ſomething 
which they were pleaſing themſelves with, 
and with which they would have hurt 
themſelves: they cry and take on with 
Paſſion, againſt thoſe who have ſav'd them 
from Harm. So we are apt in our Folly 
to murmur againſt God; but he ſaves us 
in our own Deſpite, * by correcting, 

he amends us. When his Hand lies hea- 
vieſt upon us, tis only to hinder the Evil 
we would do ourſelves. _ The Things, 
whoſe Loſs we lament, would have 'made 
us lament; eternally if. we had not loſt 


them. And God takes away what we 


doat upon, that he may have our whole 


Heart to himſelf, and in due Time fill it 


with greater. Felicity than our fondeſt 
Wiſhes could invent. n DEA 206 
| Nothing 
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Of the good Uſe. of Cra. 165 
Nothing happens in the World but by 
the Will of God. He made, and he ga- 
verns all Things. He numbers the Hairs 


of our Head, the Leaves of each Tree, 


the Sands of the Sea Shore, and all the 
Drops which fill the Ocean. His Wiſdom 
has meaſur d and weigh'd every Atome of 
the Uniyerſe. He each Moment produces 


and renews the Breath of Life which ani- 


mates us. He has number d all our Days, 
and holds in his Hands the Keys of the 


Grave, to ſhut or open it. 
What ſeems of great Moment to us, is 
as, nothing in the Sight of God. The 


Difference of a little longer, or a little 
ſhorter, Life, diſappears in the Preſence of 
his Eternity, What matters it, whether 
this frail Veſlel, this Body of Clay, be 


broke and reduced to Duſt a little Tooner, 
or a little later « 


Ho ſhort and fallacious are our Views ; 
of Things? We are in a Conſternation 
to ſee a Friend die in the Flower of his 
Age. What a lamentable Loſs, we cry! 
But to whom is this Loſs > What does 
the dying Man loſe e Some Vears of 
Vanity, Deluſion, and Danger of Eternal 
Death. God delivers him from the midſt 


Jungen M 3 of 


138 Oe gud He N Oni: 
A Iniquity, from the Corruption of the 
World, 1 Frailty. And 


what d6 His Frlends loſe? They leſe the 
Poiſon of a worldly Felicity, they" loſe: a 


al Intoxication, the Forg 
of God and thethſelves In which: they 
wers plung d: er to ſpeak trug and pro- 
perly, they gain by this Afflictiem the Be- 
nefit of being ſet free from theſe Evils. 


of God! how tender and merciful is he 
with Regard to our feul Evils, at the very 
Time when we are moſt afſticted, and 


moſt tempted to complain of his Severity 


What Difference find we notu, between 
two Perſons who 1iv'd an hundred Years 
both died. Their Separation, which at 
that Time ſecm'd fo. long and ſo gtie vous, 


does not appear ſo now to us, and was in 


Reality but a ſhort Separation. What 
was parted, ſoon became united again, 
and no Traee was left of the Diviſion that 
was made. Life paſſes - on like 4 ſwilt 
Current. The Paſt Time appeats' as a 
Dream. The Preſent eſcapes us every 
Moment. The Future will prove Hke the 


0 Preſent, 


How appurent therefore is the Goodhefs 
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er goa L Crofts, 167 
Peofent, it will ſoon become Paſt in the 
oontinual Flu of Time. Days, Months, 
and Years, preſs one another forward, like 
the Waves of a Tortent. Vet 8: few 
Moments, yet (I ſay). 4 little while, and 
all will be finiſhed. Alas l that which now 
appears long and tedious to us, becauſe it 
een en ata 1 1 
er lun £45 2468 04 9. 
i thats 'Weaknef aß Selb lone, ithat 
makes us thiak our Misfortunes fo tedious, 
The ſiek Man, who: refts ill, thinks the 
Night of an immeaſurable Length, yet 
that Night is as hort as others, Our 
OCowardics ' exa ggerates our Afflictions: 
they feen much greater than they are 
through our Want of Fortitude. The 
only Way to make them lighter, is 3 
- eouragious Reſignation. We ſhall indeed 
ſtill ſuffer; but God will thereby purifie 
us, and make us nit for hiraſelf, Shall we 
: choofe to paſs our whole Life, even till 
ehe dreadſul Moment of Death, in volup- 
tudus Baſe, in Splendor, in vain Joy, in 
the Triumphs of Pride, in the ſavoury 
Fnjoyment of the World, (that declared 
Enemy of Jefus Chriſt) and in an Aver- 
. Suſſerings, ae can ſandtiſie 
| M 4 | us e 
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168 = Of the good Uje of Ou 


ungratefully forget us, will deſpiſe us, 
will perſecute us: tis very well: nor 
pk we wonder that the World acts 
like it ſelf, always unjuſtly, deceitfully, 


| whieh we have been fond of, which we 


perhaps ſtill: deſire to love. God forces 


us away from this hateful World, to free 
us from its deteſted Slavery, ö 

enter into the Liberty of hildren: 
and for this we are in Diſtreſs i We: muſt 
needs be very much dur oπαn Enemies, to 
be ſo uſieaſie at the World's neglecting us. 
What! cannot we bear a Thing ſo bene 
ficial to us, and do we regret the Want 


of What is ſo miſchievous - Such is the 


| Souros'of our Tears and our Grief. 
O God; who ſeeſt the Depth of our 
| Miſery, thou alone canſt heal us, Give 

us quickly, O Lord, that Faith, Hope, 
925 and Chriſtian Fortitude, which we 


ſtand | in ſo much need of. Make us turn 


our Eyes inceſſantly unto thee, O Al- 
mighty Father, (who giveſt nothing to thy 


dear Children, but to promote their Yak | 
vation) and to Jefus thy Son, Who is our 


Pattern in 4 Thou "did faſten 
in 


us ? The! World will caſt us off, will 


and perfidiouſly Vet this:is:that World, 
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Of the” good Uſe af -Crofſog: 169; 
kim to the Croſs for us. Thou madeſt. 


him a Man of Sorromt, da euch us how» 


uſeful Sorrows are. Let Coward Nature 


then be ſilent, in the Contemplation of 
Jeſus filled with Reproaches, and-cruſh'd: 


with! Sufferings. Give me, O Lord, a 


Heart according to thine own, a Heart 


that may be hardned againſt it ſelf, 
thar may fear nothing but to diſpleaſe 
thee, or may at leaſt fear Eternal Pains, 


and not thoſe Which prepare us for thy 
Kingdom. Thou ſeeſt, O Lord, the 


Weaknefs and Diſtreſs; of thy poor Greay 
ture: He is helpleſs, and can ſind ng 


Support in himſelf. So much the better 
provided; that) thou wilt not fail him, 
and that he continues to ſeek from thee, 
with an humble Confidence, what r 


1 to find in his an een 
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God has plac d in our Tempey or Conſtitu. 
tion, on Purpoſe 30 exerciſe un. He will 
At e us from ler bat; on khe oantrary, 
eniplays- it fer our Sunckiftbation. We 
muſt eherefere enter an err 


Tabwird" ones, ure Mattes g uf 
Warfare, and — — 
to obtain ———— 
ptations are ſo much the more ufeful] in 
as much as they tend more directly" 10 


humble us by the Experience of our in- 


ward C « The outward oves only 
'ſhew us the Malignity of the World about 
1.4. but they Wake us Tas our” own De- 


e Aus h n 8 


e e with an Aue 
ranquillity, our ioware Re- 


all the Temptations that 
1 our ſelves, as well as the 


enn: 


in Suffering. 171 
Storms which beat upon us FR without. 
Both come equally from God, who morti- 


fies us by our own Temper, as well as by 
the Humours of other Men. 2 


This Anguiſh, of Mind. often f prings 


4 our Pride, which ſuffers much, and 


is diſcouraged to meet ſuch obſtinate Re- 
ſiſtance from within, while it hoped to 
have the Paſſions ſubdued, that it might 
glory in their Subjection, and take Com- 
placence in its on Perfections. 

2 * us faithfully endeavour to keep or our 


ills ſubmiſſive, notwithſtanding}. the 


2 and the Repugnances of Na- 
ture: And let us commit our ſelves to 

God, to deal with us as he pleaſes, when 
he ſhews by theſe Tempeſts of Mind, what 
Wrecks we are expos'd to, if his powerful 
Hand did not preſerve us. 

But if it happens that we fall wilfully; 
let us then deeply humble our ſelves before 
God, and not delay our Return to him for 
a Moment. Let us riſe again, I fay, im- 
mediately, and proceed in our former 
Courſe, without being diſquieted or diſ- 
couraged by our Fall. 
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Mother's Advice 
TO HER 


DAUGHTER 


CONCERNING 


RELIGION. 


LONDON, 


| Printed and Sold by J. Dow NIN, in 
Bartholomew-Cloſe near Smithfield, 1724. 
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=s you are now, Dear Daughter, 
\ Ne of an Age capable to be in- 
cctrused in the Obligations of 
; _ " Chriſtianity, I have thought it 
my Duty no longer to delay the giving 
you ſome little Directions, which will 
make your Life happy, as well as religious, 

/ if you follow them. 
| There are; Dear Child, many kinds of 
Devotion, which are both burthenſome 
and unprofitable too. As the Heathen had 
each an Idol according to his own Faney, 
ſo now-a-days Men deviſe a Sort of Re- 
ligion, each to his own Humour. Some 
make Religion conſiſt in repeating or read- 
"ng ſo many Prayers, we" 
C. 
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Gc. and provided they omit nothing of the 
Task they have preſcrib'd themſelves, they 
think they have done their Duty, and that 


god muſt be ſatisfied with the Tribute of 


their Lips, tho the World has full Poſ- 


| ſeſſion, of their Hearts. The Piety of 


others is to be always Abroad, about 
what they call Works of Charity; and 


of others, to paſs great Part of their Lives 


at Church, neglecting their Families, 


which God has committed to their Care; 


to be buſied in Matters, which, tho good 
9 themſelves, are not fo for A but in 


-fach Degree only, as they are perfectly 


-confiſtent with the principal Duties! incum- 
bent on them, in that State of Life where- 
ay God has placed then. 2 9 
I hope that you will be ſecure denn all 
ts Errors, if you follow faithfully what 
our Lord enables me to ſay to you. And 
I truſt in his Goodneſs, that your Fidelity 
herein will be the Means of obtaining for 


4 you ſuch Grace, as may confirm and eſta- 


«bliſh you in his Love. © 
''You are then, my Daughter, a Chri- 


tian, 2. e. a Child of God, Rom. viii. 17. 
and conſequently an Heir with God, and 


; 8 - Heir. with Fefus Chrift, called to 


enjoy 


„ HO. 


-— he" Gt 
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to her Daughter. 177 
enjoy God, to be his Temple, and for this 
End you were conſecrated to him in Bap- 
tiſm. Saith not St. Pau to Chriſtians, 
has they: are the Temple of» the lieing 
God? 1 Cor. xvi. 16. God will dwell in 
you, and: that by: Faith : (ſaith the ſame 
Apoſtle, Epb. iii 17.) T his: then is n 
you are call'd li if 

But it is not enough that * Ae 
your Calling, unleſs you are r e alſo 5 
in the Means to fulfl it. | 

As you conſiſt of Soul ud Bddy;” both 
mult be regulated. ban IG the | no- 
Dime us 5 

I have' told you" my Child; that Vie 
are 'the*Temple' of Cod; if ſo be that 
God debell in you by Faith. The Queſtion | 
is, how to procure this great * 1 1 
Hear the Oracle uf Truth. I any 'one 
(faith Chriſt) KEEPETH MT COM 
MANDMENTS, my ' Father will love 
him: ewe'4will come to him, and make our 
abode with" him, John xiv. 21, 23. That 
God therefore may dwell in you, you muſt 
Keep his C mmandmeuts. But (ſay you) 
how ſhall Ido the Will of God, if I know 
it not? tis eaſie to know it, if you deſire 
to perform it. God himſelf will teach 
a, N you - 
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you. His Will s that he may reign in 


dos nt dwelb these 
Be very: careful thereforeovnot th pro- 


ful Sin; and if fue a Misfoftume ffiduld 
happen, delay not one MombrAith. return 
to him, and to invite him in the Bitterneſs 
of your Soul to enter again into his Ha- 
bitation. If you let bim be long abſent; 
it is much to be fear d, he may not re- 
turn ;: there is indeed no Danger of his 


Part, for he alwdys-defires! to returti into 


the Heart of Man; but Mang when gone 
aſtray, and at a Diſtante from Mod, Aar 
dens his Heart, andi that more and more, 


the longer he is abſent. Let not a vain 
ir Which ignorant Perſons ball Humf- 


lity). hinder your: rerütning to God, as 
ſoon is. you are fallen ff him. This is 
of the laſt,Conſequence, and without it 
tis not poſhble to-lead a 


give you a nnr r 
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yet; and; HD can he tein there, if he 


phand his Temple. Do ft force him ito. 
withdraw hitnſt}f, by commitriviy any. Wil- 


Etriſtian Thfe. 
But as it is far better not to commit 
Offences; than to repent of them? 1 mut 


„ 


Godz when! we pray to kim, 6s dwelling 
in us. The Reafon why To few Chriſtians 


eee, e 


e 


e „ede e | 199 
0 be Rule which God gave to Aprahurn 
hk Mall befdre me, (or in my Preſence) 
and be thin parfet; Gen. xvii 3. And 
Davin ſaith, Blk xvi. 9. I aer ſer God 
thbayy before Me == ther fore T. fhatl nor fall. 


Vot Mee then that to do the Will of God, 
is, 10 Mull in bis Preſence : This is indi- 
Henſubly neceſſity. | 


We may eaſily walk in the 0 of 


walk in his Preſence, is, becauſe they 


know not that he dwellerk i in them; but 


for you, Who can't be ignorant of it, it is 
needful only to ſhew what uſe you Wale | 


make of this: Divi Preſence, i ett 


A 104 18 
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, I i HERE are two Wis WE nad. 


1 ing a Senſe of this divine Preſence, 
'The fit, is Prayer. The fecond, doing 


the Will of God in your daily Buſineſs. 


As for your Prayer, you ſee plainly, that 
you muſt addreſs your ſelf inwardly to 
him, who dwells within you, and that it 


N 2 88 would 
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would be a . Trouble to ſeek "ral 
as afar off, whom) you have gel you. 
ak) St, Auguſtin faith 1 upon this Subject. 
He thus laments his having ſought. God 
out of himſelf: (Confeſ... Bock X.. Chap. VI. 
and XXVII.) 1 fought , T hee, O my 
« God, (faith he) in Heaven, in Earth, 
0 d! in the Creatures, and 1 found Thee 
© not. there: 1 ſought Thee afar off, and 
Xe Thou wert very near. As ſoon, as. I 
« * ſought. Thee! in my Heart, I found Thee 
* there.” is there then you muſt, 35 
God, and there you will find him. * 
After the Place where you are to ad- 
: del your Prayers to him, the next Thing 
you are to learn is the Manner, how you 
are to pray. n 
There is vocal Prayer, and the Prayer 
of the Heart. But as the vocal Prayer 
has all its value from that of the Heart, 
I ſhall ſpeak only of this latter. 7 
Jou have been told, that you muſt ad- 
dreſs your Prayers to God, dwelling in 
your Heart, and that you muſt by a live- 
Jy. Act of Faith be convinc d, that God 
is there preſent, and that he will bear 


gon from bis, . 7 t, Such. lively 
lac | Faith 


to her 3 181 
Faith will beget in you great Reverence 
and Truſt in God. The Grandeur of his 
Majeſty will attract your Reverence ; and 
the Exceſs of his Goodneſs, WhO youch- 
ſafes to abaſe himſelf. even to vou, and 
to become yeur Father, will produce a 
Love and Reſignation ſo much the greater, 
as you are more ſenſible how little you 
deſerve ſuch Favour.  _ 
Pray then with Faith, Confidence, and 
Love, and ever from the Heart. Let 
- Loye more than Books inſtruct your De- 
votion, Ask what you want, with Con- 
fidence in his Goodneſs: T hink, often 
what Chriſt has ſuffered for you; but 
above all, beſeech him to be your Maſter, 
and to teach you himſelf to pray. Say 
often to him, © Lord, I am but a Child, 
* I know not what to ſay.” Receive 
with a full Conviction what St. Paul af- 
firms, Rom. viii. 26. Ve know not what 
wwe ſhould pray for as we ought : but the 
Spirit it ſelf maketh Interceſſion for us, 
with Groanings which cannot be uttered. 
Beſeech then that holy Spirit. to ask for 
you the Power to do what he requires 
of you. An 
"4 4K "7 
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1 weuld haye. you for ſome Time to 
make 1. met OF Werder Method: | . 


en Ae eee God'ag yoke at; as 
sr ER. and keep eloſe to him as a little 
Scholar, who deſires only to be inſtructed, 
ſaying to him, with great Recollection, 
and from the Bottom of your Heart, 
Teach me, O my divine Maſter, to do thy 
Mall, and to phaſe thee: and then conti- 
nyuing in Silence, as to hear him. ſay with 
Samuel, Speab, Lord, for thy Sergaut beur- 
eth. And with David, Teach me thy 
Statutes. I will hear what the Lara E od 
will ſpenk, Pfal. Ixxxv. 8. 
Think then that he int to you, as in 
Pal AIV. 1112. Heathen, O Daughter, aud 
 coufider; incline thine Ear; fbr get alſo thing 
ozon People, and thy Father's Heaſe, i. e. the 
Merl: do hall the King hate Pleaſure in 
thy Beauty, for he is the Lord thy Cod, and 
co thip thou him. All this ſhould be doge 
in N Tranquiltizy and Keel an. 


on Md. Deholè God « as a K. N Gg 
ati beſeech him, that b/s Kingdom muy 
(ume, and that he may reign within you. 
Preſent your Heart- to FO that he may 

N take 


* 
8 Mak 4 1 1 "4 
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z 


take» Polleſſion.- of it; and wake himſelf | 


obey d'there with an abſplute Authority. 
8 unto him, O my God, ſubdue this 
d neballions Heart to a penfett  SubjctfHon. 
He faith to you, Bebold-thy Ki ing cum 
eth full of Masinoſt, Matth. xi. 5. Bid 


your Heart tben Open, thut tl King of 


Cum ena come in. After which, make'a 
therough Reſignation” of your ſelf to this 
divine King, Continue in bis Preſence 
with Reverence, ready to receive his Or- 
dexs, as he ſhall Pbeaſe to Se ae 
Ive Wan > Ay 
on Taeſday, Behold: dis: bs your] Bu. 
hkk, and be filfd with grateful Acknow- 
ledgments of his Goodneſs in tak ing you 
for his Child. For if this Quality of Father 
engages him to enrich you with his Gra- 
ces, and makes you Inheritor of his King- 
dom; it obliges you at the ſame Time 
to love him above all Things, and to 
endeavour to pleaſe him in all you do. 
And this ſhould. engage you to ſpeak to 
bim often with Freedom and Confidence 
ja his Goodneſs. A Child is familiar 


Wich his Father, who is pleaſed with the 


Expreſſions of its Love, excuſes its Weak- 
1 * and caſily forgives them. O the 
N 4 belt 


, —— —— — — 
— — — 2 
— * oo an : : — — * _ 


ly . Mothiy's Adblce 
'beft of Pathers,” keep me as u littls Child. 
S0 you ſhould ſay to him: Then con- 
tinue! in Peace; recollected in the Arms of 

your Father, without any other Care than 
to look on Fim and careſs him.. 
Say to him often, *'My" uber My 
Father! Te have received (faith St. Pant) 
the Spirit of Adoption, whereby u cry 
Abba, Father, the Spirit itſelf bearing wit- 
neſs with our Spirit, that we" are the 
Children of God, Rom. viii! 15, 16. And 
again, Becauſe ye are Sons, God bath ſent 
forth the Spirit of his Son into pour Hearts, 
crying Abba, Father, Gal. iv. 6. This Word 
Crying, well expreſſes a Child's Manner 
of ſpeaking to a Father, whom he loves: 
Love makes bim rather CY, than ſay, 
My Father ! My Father"! Andd as a little 
Child, who in its Fondneſs cries only 
Huber, inſinuates a thouſand nameleſs 
Things to a Father's Heart: ſo when by 
the Spirit of Adoption, we cry only this 
Word, God hears and accepts our Ad- 
ares to him. The Term Crying, ſhews 
plainly that God is not fatisfied'" with 
An unmeaning lifeleſs Word, which the 
be ongue pronounces out of Cuſtom, but 
mn which the Heart has no Share; It muſt 


Y % 


TS 
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bed Cry from the Bottom of the Heart, 
to recognize ſo gracious a Father. This 
Sirit of Love and Gratitude is that very 
Spirit, tobieh bears witne(s cvith our Spi- 
rit, that ene are tbe Children of God. 
Love therefore, O love with Paſſion, ſo 
good a Father, and never ne, the 
Wenn, of a Child. L 

On oy modul See your elf t to 
Jeſus Chriſt as one Sick, and all over 
wounded by Sin. Behold him as a cha- 
ritable and affectionate PIs ICIAx, who 
eomes to cure you, nay more, to take your 
Diſeaſes upon himſelf : The Chaſtiſement 
of our Peace is upon him, and by his Stripes 
we are healed. Fear not then to draw 
near to him, however full of Sores. you 
may be; and ſay to him with the Leper, 
Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt make me 
cle: then continue in Silence, expos'd 
before him, as an Object of his Compaſ- 
ſion. The diſeas'd Wretch, who, with 
few Words, only ſhews his Maladies, 
moves Pity much more, than he who ex- 
aggerates them with an affected Eloquence. 
#Tis ſuſficient to dwell upon ſuch a Thought 
as this. Heal me, O Lord, leaſt my 

* Wounds 
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e ene Be Inke s Hitie Jeep 
n Of its Ku reRZAp, aud ak 
of him, with an humble Aſſurance, Fog 
for yaur Soul. He galls himſelf our Shep- 
herd, and faith, that Mr Sheep haar hi his 
| Faice; John x. 27... To bear his Voice, is 
the diſtinguiſning Character af his Sheep ; 
by this we know that he is indeed our 
Shepherd, if we bear his Foice-: and how 
can we hear, if we do not hesrken to 
him e My Sheep (ſaith he) know 976, any 
Ina them, and they follow me. Mami 
c(himfelf, the Shepherd of ra) uns as 
2 Sheep in this Flock, Thy Rum (aid he) 
and thy Saf comfort me, Pſal. xxiii· Ihe 
lietle Sheep then munſt be farthful, nat kp 
tray from its Shepherd, but g N 
e He will feed them: (as he faith) 
in n gad Paſture, Eck. xxxiy. 24. and 
that Paſture is himſelf, Fob vi. his divine 
Nature, which he communicgtes for their 
Growth in all Virtue. Dasein daith, that 
his Rad aud his H nn him. ow 
myſt we underſtand this, ſeeing the Rod 
is for the 3 the Sheep The 

7 mean- 
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meaning is, that when the Sheep ſome- 
times wander ſrom the Shepherd to feed 
elſewhere, he brings them back by AMi- 
ctions into the Paſture, which he has pre- 
par d for them. Thou, O Lord, art my 


Shepherd, what ſheuld I fear 2 2 © 


| a gs bringeſt me back; if 1 


am weak, thou ſupporteſt me.. Keep 


then cloſe (my dear Child) to this divine 
Mentee ge never en 80 A 


# 


on 7 Friday. 
N and RE DEENMER, who redeemg 


you from the Slavery, in which you had 
wilfully engag d your ſelf. Say with 
David, Bleſs. the Lord, O my Soul, 


who  forgiveth all thine Iniquities, who 


healeth all thy Diſeaſes ; who redeemeth 


thy Life from Deftruftion, Pal. ciii. 2. 
But with what a Price hath he redeemed 
you? Even with all his Blood, his Life; 
in a Word, with his whole ſelf. He became 
4 Slave to make you free; and he asks 
nothing more of you, but your hearty 


put by bim; and vou will be your own 
ns” if you binder him. He faith 


him- 


Behold him as 10 


Confent to be deliver d from your Cap- 
civity. There is no Deliverance for you, 


'Y 


. N of his WARS, 8 


Our Lord invites you, J Taying, © 


? EA! Fs 1 


baſal, . he Sn mate you Free, you 


all be free: indeed; John viii. 36. You 
belong, to him by the Title of e. 
you are his Paminion, and his e de 
d r r 

As his Blood is, the. Price "at, your Re 


demption, beſeech him to waſh you in it. 
Keep your. ſelf cloſe: to him, as it were 
to receive the Blood that flows, from his 


| Wounds, | Say to him, Lord, I am op- 


prelſed, undertake for me, Iſa; xxxviii. 14. 
ven, after acknowledging his Goodneſs 
with the tendereſt Sentiments of Love 


and Gratitude, keep your- ſelf i in Silence 


by him, while he pleads: for you by all 


Pp? wr 9 


; 8 %. the Jar de "Preſent your r ſelf ho 


Jeſus: as his Srobsk; but is not this 


preſumptuans f, No, he has eſpouſed hu- 


mane Nature, and therein you. He de- 
4 to joyn you to. himſelf... in the 


| ſtricteſt Union, according to that Prayer 
he made to his Father, 77 hat they may y. be 
ane, even at we are one, John xvii... 14, 


Make no doubt (my dear Child) but that 
you are called to That ſupream Happineſs. 


hy, St 8 Mer, 
Ly 


. 


ccc 
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® * br Daughter. 13 189 
* my Love, open; your Heart, entirely 40 


eme, Cant. v. a. I want only, this, #8 


oh may give my {elf entirely to thee, for 
My Delights ars to be . with the, Chil- 

5 dres of Men, Prov. viii. 31. I am the 
I Layer, of Souls, and have forſaken; the 

8 < Boſem of my Father to eſpouſe them. 
e 1, have, embraced, Pain and Grief, to 
a make the Conqueſt of. No Bas, i 
ask only, your Heart in Exchange for 
ie. My Daughter, Give me thy Heart, 
Prov. xxiii. 26. To which you may re- 


Pius O facred Spouſe, who would gat lone 
theel Conſume me with thy Flame, Make 


me ele thine. Never ſuffer, me to do 
any Thing unworthy of the Honour which 
: thou, doſt me. After this, repoſe. our 
ſelf in the Arms of your divine Spouſe. 
„Be. not. my Dapghtex, like thoſe adul- 
terous LPs, who withdraw their Hearts 
from God,, to roſtitute them to the Crea - 
tures. T hou ſhalt at eftroy (faith the Pfal- 
miſt, P/al. Ixxili. 27, 28.) all them that 
40 a whoriug from fle; but. it is good for 
one 70 drag. near 10 God, and to 21 all 
my Truft in him. 

Fou mulk 5 EN cotions in a 
Spirit of Prayer Are Day long, by fer- 


vent 


** 1 2 
: 3 | 
® # 4 * 


6 4 
vent Biaculations ſultable to the Subpeck 
of youf Mornings Meditation; ſometimes 
weng God as yout Maſter, King. Fa- 
her, Wc: grecable to the Dire@ions "a 
ven. mr. 8 94 
nne beet Way L fecommended bo eh 
of maitttining a 1 Pla F the+ 1 
Preſenct, was the doing the: Will + 47 
in your daily Bufldeſs;* "Row. th the Will 
God i contifiutilly reveard to hon in the 
daily Diſpenſations: of  Providehce; and 
dur Bufineſs is faithfully to follow it from 
Moment to Moment, chearfully-accepting 
all that befals us (Weet or 9 55 I pleaſing 
er vexaxlous) Whether from the Ha nd of 
God dy Afflicivns, or from Men 105 ill 
Uſage, or from out felves by Imprudgyce 
and Miſtakes ; and in doing thus, we 
eatirivt de Yereived : fot it is moſt certain; 
that whatever happens do us. . 
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ISB, and go to Bed, at u Certain 
| Hr; fer whete there is 0 Hd 
at, Beenden, will won Effe. Yeu 

1 longer thin Neven in this 


1219 1 1 


te Kyra Ps 9 
As fGr a8 you' driſe, ina ta on 
4 — og 


am Hour in Devdtion. Thtre unte 

elk won the Bnorifiee, Which Chriſt made 
*N to the eternal Puthtr, and f. 

fer your Tetf to him, thut he n.. e 


Ler your principal Exerciſe be an abſolute 


* 
- 1 
18 C. 
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you, ufd in you, Whatever he pleaſes. 
une e dr e Witt secure 


181 Ae MarbiXs tdvite 

Be not long a dreſſing. Remember 
Time is a pretious Talent, hat muſt be 
accounted: for. Be not affected or expen- 
ſive in your Cloaths, and on the ther 
Hand be not negligent. Be dreſs d clean, 
ſo as to give no Offence Let your Cloahs 
be decent, r your, Viitugg,Candeur, 
and Diſergtion, - make. youidiftinguiſh'd, 


and not y hat your Wear, They muſt be 


Neu devitute: of I ſolich : Mexit,jzwho, ſeek 
Diſtinction by Dreſs. and Equipage; f 

Never paſs the, Mo 
ing;ſome, ſp kritugl Books ſuch as, Thomas 4 
Kompis, * Fraucis: ds Gap, nn che like, 
Reads little, -but-with Reliſh and Appligar 
tion. Read flowlys that you may profit 


by lit: And When vu ο from Dev 


tian, , be careful not to diſſipate your 
Thoughts, but preſerve; wn¹t youtouhaye 


Which you Fear ſhould be evaporated. Ihe 


Fire. kindles in Prayer, but it ſoon goes 


gut, if it be nat kept up the reſt of, the 
Day. The Fewel you muſt feed it with 
is frequent Recollection, and tranquił Acts 
off Love, Fhankſgiving, tiand Oblation cf 

your ſelf to God ; and (ascit were) ſinæ 


8 133 ing 


orning Withont regd- 


rebeiy d thereby, as 14) precious! Tziquory | 


* 


to ber Dangbter.. 175 


ing inwards to find him chere, who i is the/ 


Center of your Sou. WL 


But above all other Books neten 
is, that you read the holy Seripture, which 
will ſhew- you particularly what Chriſti- 
anity engages you to. Read it often: 
make it your principal Study: let it be 


your daily 8 Lou will learn there 


from Chriſt himſelf what ycu muſt do, 
tot t6 offend him. You” will ſee there, 
what he” häs done, and fuffered for you, 
Your Religion is there in its Purity. Vou 


will be there encouraged by the Examples 


of the Patriarchs and Saints of the old 
Law, as well as of thoſe, who were the 
firſt Pillars of Chriſtianity ; and therefore 
(my dear Child) I adviſe you not to paſs 
one Day, without reading a certain Por- 
tion of it. Sometimes you may read where 
the Book opens, but let your general Me- 
tod be, to read it in Order, beginning 
where you left off laſt, that you may 


its Sweetneſſes. Read with Humility, not 
to appear knowing, but to edifie and 
nouriſh your Soul; that you may be fully 
1 in your Duty, and what the 


A - O Coy” 


better underſtand its Beauties, and reliſh 


4 


. Av» Ad 


Prayer. N naIH8t11 


ſitions, and perſeyere in this inward Peacr 


194 A-Mother's 4. 
Covenant which: God has made risk an. | 
obliges you to. 

- You'may paſt your 10500 at Wark, 
and in Viliting your Friends. You, may 
take ſome Time for Recreation, but ne- 
ver ſpend an Afternoon without reſerving 


ſome; art amen Long nbc 


At — ira e 
an Act of Contritioun: Then continne with 
Tranquility in the Preſence of God till 


you; drop aſleep. This will make ou 
reſt well. Riſe again in the ſame Diſpo- 


of God, which paſſerh all Underſtanding. 
!« Itru gant» be 3 general Rule with you, 


to .qndeavour., to ſuppreſs all vain and 


uſeleſs Thoughts, and ſtop the Working 
ofo your Head, to preſerve that of your 
Heart. When many Reflections crowd 
upon your Mind, give them, no Enter- 
tainment, but let them drop, that vo 
may; open your Heart to God. Continue 
the Day as vou began it, that ſo from 
Time to Time eee 
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41 — Day deny your ſelf Ae 60 
tisfaction, like St. Pau}, who was 


always beating about in the Body the 
dying of the Lord Jeſus, 2 Chr. iv. 10. 
t is of great Conſequence; (as the ſhine 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. ' vi 19.) that we 
ſhould make r Members; which have 
ſerv d e eee es of 
| Riehteonſneſs: Mo os wag, vo.\ 
As for the 'Byes, which are ee of 
numberleſs Sins, there are two Ways of 
momtifying them: as firſt, by Tears, which 
indeed ate: not of univerſal Obligation; 
and thoſe which arife only from a Concern 
for our ſelves, and not from the vehement 
Ardours' of our Charity, are not ſuch as 
God demands. He himſelf muſt kindle 
che Fire in the Heart, before that fucred 
Moiſture will exhale by the Eyes. But 
as ſuch Tears are not neceſſary to Repen- 
tance, (tho they are a Proof of it) and 
us they are not in our Power, they may 
not be enjoyn'd as obligatory. Ihe other 
O 2 Way 


196 A Mother's Advice 
Way of mortifywipthe Sight i is by Recol- 
lection in Prayer, ſhutting our Eyes againſt 
all outward Objects, that we may gather 
the Forte of the Mind inward 'apply'd 
to Göd. Wer meuld moreover” mortifie 
the Byes; in fefuſing them all Objects of 
mere Gurioſity ts his Kind ef Mortifcü- 
tion is very profitable, andl can by no 
Means prejudicoe the Health!“ 
AG, The Tong e2 muſt de mortified, in re- 
training — faying any Things that may 
feed Vanity, or vent Enmity: we muſt 
- keep a continual Guard upon our Lips, 
that we may not ſuy what tends te our 
o n Commendation, or our:Netghbout's 
Diſparagement. The Ju tod muſt be 
mortified,/by refuſing it what it moſt de- 
"Ulits ene it to what! it leaſt 
cares for: This may be" don ſo private- 
ly, that no Body may percesve it; and 
wich ſueh Diſeretion, that our Health be 
not impair'd. The Hearing muſt be mor- 
tified, by rejecting all Flattery, and every 
Kind ef Converſation that tends 't cor- 
; I the Heart: and it muſt be brought 

to delight it ſelf in attending to the 
Word of en l e er. Fm ſtrikes 
105 0 ⁹ ae eee 38 Of „ fa. + (268 
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JA vs 2 10 Ber Daugbrer. 197 
Dur bodily Sorce,. butt allo, to th oer 
-Whiſpers.of, NS Spirit d g 17419 Ie 
Jou wuſt ſubdue and mc youeBady, 


by renouncing all Affactat ions of Delicacy 


and luxurious Eaſe, and ſometimes, hy 
breaking your Ret. a little, to: ſpend the 
Time in Devotjon But the true and 
principal Manner of chaſtizing the Body, 
- Which you may, and ought to do in all 
Times, and Places, is o bear, for the 
Love of God, all the Inconvenicncies 'of 
Life which happen in! the Order of his 
Providence; the Cold, the Heat, a bad 
Bod, a xeſtleſs Night, ill Health, the 
Neglect of Perſons we live with, the Un- 
handineſs of Servants, t the ill Will of Men, 
their Scorn, and their Calumnies in fine, 
our own Faults, and the Pain we kind in 
conquering our vicious, Inelinations. 
The moſt beneficial and difficult Humi- 
Agri is that which riſes from our own 
Follies, Wretchedneſs, and Sins: But we 
muſt : bear it patiently, and proceed here- 
in, as if for the Love of God, we had 
the Care of ſome Perſon infected with the 
Leproſic, hoſe Sores we were to wan 


every Day, without being tir'd, or of 


fended at his putrid Ulcers. 
O 3 It 


M4 Mathers Alloice 
* ail is neceſſary Fo my, dear Child, 
raat your Prayer er Fa GN SOA, 
Wh. .A, truo an d fold N tification. Let 
221 2 E he fan; Prayer, and 
Aae e THEFTS ee eee 
abe er, that Khenexer que dim- 
Iten the other, mult decay with it. 
Oftentimes Dryneſs, or Want gf Devotign 
in Prayer, is 'occaſion'd, merely. by Want 
of Martification, God. is jeplous, and, Wah 
draws himſelf, for the Puniſhment. of ,our 
neglecting, that, Self- Denial which. bg has 
commanded. Make then daily, a5, have 
dirocted ou, this double Sa acrifice,, o God, 
in refuſing, What pleaſes, vou, moſt, and 
in Going what is moſt repugnant. to your 
natural Inclination. Do not, flatter r yo 
ſelk in, this Point:, Be ſincere With God, 
uke erm What you, do fox his Sake, 
With, the, Keidel as having, no 
=_ Views, but to pleaſe, him; for he 
regards the Intention, as much or more 
TiAl) the Action, . 28 bbs {INLId 14 
Ne falve your ſelf to mo with, an Heart 
Upright, hincere,, and diſengagd; Mortis 
iy, and depy your {elf contiqually,, Whe 
Vqgu and. your Inelinatigns ee 
the Creatures, ang our Mind and Heart 
11 1 5 taken 


"26 her Daighror 155 
tiken up with them, you muſt bear with 
ſelf, returning Gch with an 
umble Confidence, dropping the worldly 
Thoughts, and enduting the Pain they 
give” you, without dilly combatin git, 
Wha 0 Woüld but difquiet you: Bur do 
you cbntinde in Tran quillit before God. 
'Alt you! ntuſt do is, to ic, „ as much as 
poſſible; the Occaſiotis Gf Vin: and'die to 
all the little Satisfactions and Delires 4 
Talkariveneſs and Curiofity, 4 74 
Don't make EIS Ca tate 
Troubles, Temptatiens, and contioualVi- 
elſſttudes, to 2 neee is 
| mubject, but bear them meekly, and ac- 
cuſtom your felf to Peder, and" Tranquil- 
lity of Spirit. i OL SHIRE 1811781. 
You otight not to be ferphiiibe"kykut 
Things, which” your Condition requires 
of you, but to do every Thing in the Or- 
der of God, and for God's Sake; and to 


regard every Thing that happens, as tlie 


Appointment of God, as the Manifeſtation 
of his Will, which to fulfil in the preſent 
Moment, ſhould: be as the Food of your 
Soul. Mind not what others think to be 
bertel or more HAY Ave? Order of God, 

Sol bug bt! 5 1 * 112 thank 
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2605 Mer r Advice: 
manifeſted in the Coutſe of his Provi- 
dence, muſt be the N Rule of your 
Conduct. 

Mortifie the Itch of: talking Aon Re- 
ligion; tis an Infirmity, and prejudicial 
When we give Way to: it. If you ta 
my Advice, you will be long ſilont 
that Subject, and not talk f God,; = 
to him He would have this-imward Ope- 
rations kept᷑ ſecret, and nothing appear of 
them, but in a meek, humble; reſign d, 

cordial, and chearful Demeanour.. 
EKeep always an imward Solitude, with 

cut uchich the outward is unproſitable. 
By an inward Solitude, I mean that you 
ſhould: ſhut out the. Tbougbrs of the 
World and your ſelf, that yout Mind may t 
bo xucant to God: but you ſhould not di- 
ſturb your ſelf for Things that come into 
| your; Mind againſt your Will. ot 2 
All that we defire with Paſſton and 
Eagerneſs; is not of God: God idwells 

in Pence. r eee 4 BAN ien 
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8 Converſation i is all that makes the 
w Socitty:of Life, its is very neceſſary 
torkbarticBokn to behave in it. 
Vour Conwerſation ſhould be mild, with 
good Breeding, and uithout Debate. Be 
never obſtinate in an Argument, but give 
Way freely: Make no Perſon en a 
bear with the Faults of others. 29.4 
Never talk of your Neighbour, but to 
his Advantage; and as much as you can, 
take the Part of the abſent, who is evil 
ſpaken of Judge no Body, and be backs; 
ward to believe ill Reports. Speak ſimply 
the Truth, without Exagger ation... 
Let your Converſation be free 8 
but without Vanity. {4 
- Ayoid Flatterers, wa thoſe = co: 
nnd what is faulty in you. Think | 
them your true Friends, who tell you of 
your Faults; and be aſſur d, that they 
who commend them;}anean: only to make 
a Wyo. of you. "W's N | 
SBS © Never 


* bo 4 * A S ap 
„ 
* — - 


Never bene —— with Perſon; 
that take too great Freedoms: dont ſo 
much as keep them Company. Chooſe 


for your Friends, Perſons öf Piety, and 
good Sence: Give them full Liberty to 
dell you of yout Faults, und be pleas d 


(take what Pains you pleaſe beſides) you 
will never be ſo gbod us you ſhould be. 


Never break with pour Friends, unleſs 


they prove vicious; in which Caſe, you 
mould not have begun à Friendſhip. Be 

particularly diſtruſtful of Womert that have 
a bad Characte they often are more 


dangerous than Men. 1 281 nin "| 18918 | 


Never ſuffer Men to take any Freedom 
wir you, but carry your felf with Gra. 
viey towards them. / Don't receive fre- 
quent Viſits from an Man. Never give 
Room to ſuſpect that you give any Pre- 
ference in your Heart, which good Breed- 
ing obliges you to conceal: but being 
eivil to all Men, be familiar with none! 
Never be alone with a Mun, nor give 
any an Opportunity of ſaying whit vou 
ought not to hear. Guard well the 


Avenues of your Heart: If once the 


N N © Re Bank 


wich chem for ſo doing;-without which 
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i he Dauber: 203 
Bank be broke; down, you cannot hinder 
IP; In undation. 1 10 At PTY; On BR D art. 

+ Give Alms eee. ing to your: Subſtance, 
Sometimes viſit the Siek. Be particularly 


careful of the Poor that are upon your 
own Eſtate, for theſe; you are bound to 
provide for. Comfart the Afflicted, and 
afflict no Body, Let all your Wade 
done with Diſcretion and Charity. 
Be meek, gay, and peaceable: Have 
no odd Humours. Never blame without 
Reaſon, that when you have Reaſon, you 
may be more minded. Never rr 
with Paſſion. Treat your Servants with 
great Firmneſs, and with Charity, but 
with little Familiarity. When they are 
ſick, dont put them out of your Hauſe, 
if you, can help it ; but if theit Diſeaſe 
be ſuch as makes A, Remaval heceflary, 
ſweets git by kind Treatment, and .plen- 
tiful Proviſion for them elſewhete. Re- 
member that your own Servants have the 
firſt, Title to veur Oharit yy. 
Hurt no Body, not even in Spirit 2 a 
ſpeak not, what yay think. may make any 
Body uneaſic. Be ready to pardon Inju- 
fies, and Are no one Seven to practiſe 
4nd * 25 that 


that Virtue->upon volt" — 8 79 


make a Jeſt of any Body, tis a notable || © 
Sin. ein bm. und 4 1 We 
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nB bz 1890800 in 1 ln Ed = 


n fine „ diy Danghter, often in ATI 11 5 
the Alfiſtance, 0d and if you en 1 
theſe Directions, you will be bappy in 5 
thib-World, and in the nett. * 
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